
Introduction

The Plants in Art Topic contains 10 modules; two of them are specially designed for Botanic Gardens. The aim of this particular 
topic is for children to use art as a window into plant science. Plants in Art adapts itself very well into the teaching and learning 
of a wide range of age groups and the activities can be managed by children from 6 to 1� years of age. These activities can be 
differentiated by giving children subsets of the work.

Modules

The modules are designed to cover a wide range of artistic media so that the whole unit encourages cross-curricular integration 
throughout. Fine arts, arts and crafts, music, drama (role play), traditions and customs are included in a series of creative 
projects. 
In one module, the children arrange pressed and dried autumn leaves in a ‘herbarium’ to form an aesthetically pleasing artistic 
composition and at the same time children are able to discuss the significance of leaf fall in connection with the adaptation of 
trees to seasonal changes. Other activities include an exploration of deciduous and evergreen tree characteristics through the 
design and development of models, collages and drawings of different species.  

Children are given the opportunity to make recycled paper and are introduced to the concepts of recycling and its ecological 
benefits. The roles of seeds, fruits, and other plant parts are explored through imaginative role play and creative crafts – such 
as decorating a gift with seeds for a friend. The importance of plants in making natural dyes and pigments is investigated 
through making natural dyes and applying them to fabric and through research into pigment development.  

The Botanic Garden is the venue for some of the activities, particularly at the end of spring and at the beginning of autumn. 
The wide diversity of plant collections in Botanic Gardens makes it possible for the children to observe a range of different 
plants and their habitats. Children learn about pollination through direct observation and by playing a number of innovative 
games. They also make musical instruments using a variety of plant parts and include them in musical compositions. 

All the modules include activity sheets and educational background information is provided. Links are made from the Plants in 
Art topic and modules to all three other topics.
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Sequence

The modules do not need to be completed in any particular order except for the last one. This is designed as an activity 
where the learning acomplished in other modules can be reviewed. Some modules do need to be considered in the light of sea-
sonal changes, e.g.harvesting dye plants in the summer / collecting tree leaves in autumn. 

Assessment

Each module offers opportunities for formative assessment. Evidence of achievement can be collected in the form of photo-
graphs, children’s own notes, recording initial ideas and reviewing them later or presentations after group discussion. 

Health and Safety

Planning to use plants in lessons raises issues of Health and Safety (H&S) and Risk Assessment. There is a section at the end 
called Background Information that outlines the appropriate actions teachers will need to take when teaching particular modules.

Equipment

Special equipment is not required, most of the materials can be found easily. Where appropriate, additional sources for resourc-
es are mentioned in specific modules. Most of the plant material can be provided by a local Botanic Garden, nature reserve, 
arboretum or even local park. 
Additional support material and photos can be found in the Media Gallery on our homepage www.plantscafe.net. 
 


