
WS22: Entwerfen 1 
2022 Winter Semester: Design Studio 1 
Institute of Urban Design, Univ.- Prof. Dr. Peter Trummer

Instructors:  Simeon BRUGGER & Zeynep ÇINAR  
   (contact@formerlynotknown.com)
Class Schedule:  meeting regularly on Wednesdays, 
   and some Thursdays
   @ 09:00-18:00  

1: STUDIO BRIEF

This semester superfluous studio: Fill-In-The-Blanks investigates the need 
for urban plazas in Los Angeles. The aim of the studio will be to design a 
pedestrian square/plaza on Wilshire Boulevard in the Koreatown district 
of Los Angeles. 
The current urban condition of Koreatown consists of very contrasting 
borders between residential blocks, office buildings, and other commercial 
programs meanwhile proportionally large and often left-blank open 
parking lots further limit the free pedestrian movement throughout the 
Wilshire Boulevard. To meet the pedestrian potential of this historic district, 
students are asked to design an open-air mixed-use plaza. This plaza will 
be an area that can be used by the local residents, office workers, as well 
as any member of the general public. 
The infrastructural focus of the design process will be to produce easy 
accessibility from the previously mentioned busy urban characteristics 
and to design a place for gathering that allows the existing parking lot  on 
the project site to transform with the integration of new interwoven public 
spaces, public, and semi-private architectural programs into a pedestrian 
focused urban landscape.

Isa Genzken, Architekturcollage, 2001

SS22: Entwerfen 2 
2022 Summer Semester: Design Studio 
Institute of Urban Design, Univ.- Prof. DI Peter Trummer, M.Sc

Superfluous Studio: 
RECREATIONAL PLAZA: DESIGN BY NUMBERS

Instructors: Simeon Brugger & Zeynep Çınar
  contact@formerlynotknown.com

Tutor:  Sara Lauton
  sara.lauton@student.uibk.ac.at

Meetings: Wednesdays @ 9:00-17:00 

Do it Yourself (Flowers) 1962 Andy Warhol

pr
ev

io
us

 s
tu

di
os

3: COURSE OBJECTIVES

2: COURSE ORGANIZATION & METHODOLOGY

The general objective of the studio is to develop an understanding of 
previously existing architectural, urban and graphic information generally 
available in cities in order to develop new and complex urban relationships 
within the existing contexts. This design course provides an urban 
comprehension of the relation between architecture and the city. Students 
will gain an apprehension for city and architectural design and research 
by developing a site-specific infrastructural public project. They will 
furthermore obtain basic knowledge and initial experience of the urban 
context, in connection with getting to know and exercising the development 
and presentation of an architectural idea as well as production of a set of 
ideas for the individual architectural approaches.

superfluous studio:

FILL-IN-THE-BLANKS: URBAN CORNER PLAZA
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The course will be held in English and the students will be working in 
teams of 2. The teams will be asked to observe, analyze preselected ar-
chitects’ works / buildings and get acquainted with the method of collect-
ing architectural information and creating new works from this process. 
The collection process will result in a digital library of 3D models, 2D 
drawings, lines, forms, images, etc. This library will then be utilized for 
the architectural production and design process. The design process will 
consist of several tasks and steps which will be introduced in the first 
class. Through various steps, the students will be asked to construct and 
imagine formerly not investigated urban applications. 
superfluous studio will utilize the method of paint-by-numbers (malen-
nach-zahlen). This methodology is explored through various exercises 
that accommodate the Design Course 1 skill level and are requested in 
order to bring forth discussions on basic design criterias as well as ur-
ban spatial organizations. The class will revolve around contrary archi-
tectural concepts such as interior vs exterior, negative vs. positive space, 
form vs. shape, line vs. surface, image vs. object, content vs. container, 
ground vs. figure, solid vs. void as well as landscape vs. architecture to 
expand the general understanding of the discipline.



4: SITE INFORMATION

The site is located on 640 Shatto Pl. in Koreatown, Los Angeles. It is directly next to the Wilshire/
Vermont Metro station. Despite being one of the most densely populated districts in California there 
are not many public plazas in Koreatown that allow for easy pedestrian access and assembly areas.
Affected by significant boulevards (Wilshire blvd, etc.) and many public transit lines, the plaza design 
will react to the current urban condition in its new configuration. 
The students will be analyzing the program division of the district according to program differences 
and examine how the urban design functions throughout the city of Los Angeles as well as in the 
immediate scale of our site. And through the design process how to change this sharp contrast of 
programs into an opportunity for the city itself. 

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD

640 Shatto Pl.


