
The Village as a Hotel 

Or when Las Vegas meets the Alps 

 

 

Today, when we talk about our cities, or more specifically, the urban environment in which we live, 

we use statistics to show how humans behave in their built environment. We explain the tendency of 

living using statistics to measure our intentions or showing a graph to prove how our urban behaviors 

relate to each other. While we have been given quantitative data on each of our behaviors, we do 

not explore the formal understanding of our human environment. While cities are made up of 

buildings, streets, parks, and public spaces, we rarely talk about their forms. What we have 

abandoned is the question of the quality of form in which we choose to live.  

 

The intention of our studio is to develop an expertise in the formal understanding of our living 

environment, both in big cities and in the countryside. We will bring together the architectural 

knowledge of two human environments: the hotel and the village; or Las Vegas and a ski resort. 

 

Disciplinary Context: 

 

If one looks at the history of urban design and planning, especially in the Europe of the 19th, the 20th 

and more recently into the first decade of the 21st century, two essential concepts of urban design 

and development belonged together. On the one hand, the understanding of our spatial behavior 

through the influence of statistical data, and the formal and spatial implementation of these values. 

As our cities grew in the 19th century, the grid became the model for an urban expansion, and the 

urban block gave its architectural form. Variations of these same city blocks are based on different 

local cultural systems of land ownership and housing typology and continue to define the image of 

our cities today. At the beginning of the 20th century, the free-standing slab building emerged on a 

free piece of land that belonged mainly to the city itself. This architectural type became the model of 

our urban settlement before and after the Second World War. Both urban forms were highly 

influenced by the commitment of city and state governments to improve the quality of housing. 

In late capitalism, and even more so in the last 20 years, urban development-projects have been 

executed, project next to project, development next to development. The question of form has been 

replaced by the problem of the destination of investment flows. 

The city has given up formal control over its architecture. 

What we are witnessing today is what is historically known as 19th century liberal urbanism; namely, 

urban development without formal consciousness. What we need is an exploration of the forms 

under which our cities develop. It is the form we live in, not its data. 

 

 

Statistics recently published by “APA/Statistik Austria” on the behavior of the Austrian population in 

its urban environment revealed a trend that can be found almost everywhere in the European 

landscape of historically evolved settlement patterns. While many cities in Austria are experiencing 

enormous growth, from 14.1% as in Eisenstadt, 12.9% in Graz, to 9.3% in the metropolis of Vienna, as 



well as 8.4% in the alpine city of Innsbruck, smaller villages or towns in close proximity to growing 

metropolitan areas are experiencing population loss of up to 30%. There is an enormous magnetic 

pull that draws people to large urban centers, while at the same time historically grown villages in 

the countryside are dying out. This tendency can be seen all over Europe and even worldwide, but in 

Central Europe as well as in the Alpine region, it has taken a special form. Villages are shrinking in 

two ways: not only are these villages decreasing in size and population, but at the same time that 

very population is changing from permanent residents, a generation of people who have found their 

economic livelihood in the immediate context of the village, to temporary residents, such as tourists, 

second home residents and weekend residents who work or study in the big cities during the week 

and go home on weekends. It can be argued that the village is no longer sustainable, socially, 

economically, or even spatially. Its form will die. 

 

Architectural Discourse: 

 

At the same time a new architectural form emerges within the tourist areas of the Alps, 

namely the high-rise building. The high-rise emerged as a particular form within high 

dense urban environments like Chicago and New York. The reason of the emergence of 

high rise building where not only its potential to increase the density, but their main 

reason was the necessity to gain a profit for the increasing land values within 

metropolitan areas. Today it seems that any architectural form has lost its context and 

even emerges within an alpine area, whereby its real quality can be witnessed, namely 

the idea of the high rise building as a hotel that contains all facilitates of a city. The high-

rise can be seen therefore as a form of a city, a building that contains the live of a city. 

 

Our investigation within the next year will be the possible merge of the idea of a village 

and the idea of a hotel. The design investigation will develop forms of high-dense living 

environments on the bases of a one family house. While villages are constituted by a 

large number of single-family houses spreading along roads, the design challenges were 

related to the fact of how it is possible to keep the individual home alive while reducing 

their related outdoor spaces and their form of access. Such a design investigation had 

happened throughout the history of urban design and has their precursors in Le 

Corbusier Villa-Immeubles from 1925 and many research projects within northern 

European countries in the 1950 to 1970, as well as to recent design research projects in 

Asia, especially in Japan. 

 

The intention of this Bachelor studio is the understanding of urban transformations as a 

problem of form. The forms that are investigated are high dense urban fabric. These 

fabrics are not only intended to reintroduce aesthetics into our political consideration to 

plan our cities, but they are the only primary architectural forms that can solve 

problems of sustainability. In order to live socially, economically, materially sustainable, 

we need to live in dense urban environments. The investigation of such forms is what we 

consciously want to design within the coming year. 

 

 



 

Methodology: 

 

The methodology we will use to understand the emergence of the qualities of buildings and the 

components of which they are composed will be based on Gilbert Simondon's thesis on Mechanology 

in his study of technical objects. 1 Simondon's reading focuses on the individuation of technical 

objects as the basis of his theory of emergence, relying primarily on the dynamics with which objects 

meet. A main advantage of this approach is that it takes into account how nonhuman or inanimate' 

entities can have a society and a life of their own. 

The goal of Mechanology is less about what technology (computer techniques, etc.) does to us 

humans, but to the question: what the technical actually consists in?  

At the center of the research on our design of a new architectural object, is the search for methods 

of how those very techniques will become their Gestalt - how tools, instruments, and machines or in 

this case villages, hotels or other types of buildings and networks individuate and form distinct and 

novel actual entities. 

Simondon's position supports the materialist point of view, according to which objects express a life 

of their own, so that when objects meet each other, they transfer and transform both physical and 

aesthetic properties/qualities of form, shape, and material in which one can no longer tell where one 

ends and the other begins (the shape of the cylinder head unites with the shape and function of the 

gills). 

Mechanology can therefore be seen as the tuning of the qualities of the form - the material, form, 

and function of one object merge into and modulate the qualities of another, so that a "new" is 

revealed which didn't existed before. Indeed, it is in the nature of the essence of a hotel or a village 

to tune. 

 

1 Simondon, G. (2016). On the mode of existence of technical objects. Univocal Publishing. S.14 

2 Henning Schmidgen, The Concert of Machines. Simondon's political program, published, with 

minor. 

changes, in Journal of Media and Cultural Research 2 (2012), p.118. 


