
Agriculture and wild plant gathering in Lake Zurich during 

the Neolithic (4400-2600 BC)

Systematic archaeobotanical research in Lake Zurich started around 45 years ago. Since then, hundreds

of thousands of plant remains have been retrieved, yielding one of the most high-quality records of

plant economy in prehistoric Europe, with still great potential for future research. This talk will provide

an overview of the work done and some new insights on farming practices (from stable isotope

analysis) and diet (with the case study of the Horgen site of Parkhaus Opéra).
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Prof. Dr. Ferran Antolín was born in Barcelona. He obtained his BA in History at the University of Barcelona and moved to 
the Autonomous University of Barcelona to write and defend his PhD entitled "Local, intensive and diverse?: Early farmers 
and plant economy in the North-East of the Iberian Peninsula (5500-2300 cal BC)". He worked as a PostDoc at the IPNA in 
Basel with Prof. Dr. Stefanie Jacomet, mostly on the project of Zürich-Parkhaus Opéra. Later on, he got an SNF 
Professorship and led a 4-year project named AgriChange (www.agrichange.duw.unibas.ch). Since year 2021 he is adjunct 
professor for Archaeobotany at the University of Basel and head of the Natural Sciences Division of the German 
Archaeological Institute.
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