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I am translating the Letters of Desiderius of Cahors (transmitted in one MS) and 

also the VDesiderii. But before one translates, one must translate something, 

that is to say one either uses an existing text or establishes a new text (printed 

or virtual). In this lecture I aim to concentrate on general methodology.  

 

How does one handle an early medieval letter collection? What are the 

problems? How does one deal with orthography and non-standard Latin? How 

can one contextualise letters and establish tone?  

 

In the second part of the lecture I will zoom in on a variety of interesting 

individual textual, literary, and historical problems that emerged from the  

process of translation. 
 


