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Europe, «le désamour»
by Zoe Geffre
they are concerning religion or
the colour of the skin, is intolrance. The FN also advocates
“national preference”, which consists of giving jobs, housing and
social benefits to “the French
first”. Such policies are firmly
anti-Constitutional. With regards
to the European propositions,
the FN would like the comeback
of the franc.

“Europe is definitely living in difficult times,” according to Zoe Geffre.

Sunday 25th of May, it was a
sad Mother’s Day in France: the
far-right parties gained tremendous scores all over Europe. The
Front National (the FN) received
25% of the votes in France, becoming the first party of the
country. It was a similar scenario
in the UK, where the UK Independence Party (UKIP) received
27% of the votes, therefore defeating the Conservatives (24%).
These results are frightening;
they show how European voters
have lost all hope in Europe and
are even trying to destroy what
is in fact part of their own identity.
Why do these far-right, populist,
Eurosceptic parties rise? What
are the reasons for their success? I will give you an overview
of the political situation in
Europe.

sical” parties are gradually losing
power and popularity because of
their radical ideas. The second
type, are the “neo-populists”.
They are very much involved in
political life, forming alliances
with traditional parties in power,
for example the Party for Freedom (Dutch: Partij voor de
Vrijheid, PVV) in the Netherlands; they try to fit in, in order to
get as many votes as possible.
Neo-populist parties represent
themselves as the only parties of
the people. They live and fight
for their country and its values.
These parties are becoming
more powerful. At this time of crisis, they are definitely seducing
a large part of the electorate.
Some “classical” parties are trying to change and are following
the path of the neo-populists.

First and foremost, in order to
correctly analyse the elections’
outcome, it is essential to bring
to light the real nature of these
parties. According to Stéphane
François, historian and member
of the CNRS (France's national
scientific research center), there
are two kinds of extreme-right
parties: first, the “classical”. Defending extremely violent ideas,
such as anti-Semitism, they attack society and the modern system, uphold traditional values,
for instance religion, family and
authority. Nevertheless the “clas-

This is exactly what Marine Le
Pen is trying to do in France.
Since her election as head of the
party in 2011, she has certainly
managed to soften the image of
the movement. She is getting rid
of its neo-Nazi fringes, firmly
condemning anti-Semitism. This
kind of message is more acceptable in Western democracies.
She is considered more and
more as “a patriotic right attached to traditional values” than
as “a xenophobic nationalist.” Where is the line that separates
The so-called “de-demonisation” racism and religious hatred? Reof the FN, led by Marine Le Pen, fusing one’s differences, whether

has born fruits: the FN gained
the most votes in France after
the European elections.
Under their title as neo-populists hides a very dangerous
ideology. Even if it is really hard
to categorise them because they
have regionally different characters, they are, however, displaying similarities in terms of
strategy and content. To illustrate
more concretely the ideology of
the far-right parties in general, I
would like to give a brief outline
of the programme and the ideas
of the FN, a party that I studied
and dissected in order to see
through its words and statements.
Since 2011, the programme of
the FN has considerably
changed, at least in appearance.
A party, supporting not so long
ago anti-Semitic, racist and xenophobic ideas, is today defending tolerance and equality.
According to Marine Le Pen, her
party is far from being “racist”.
On the contrary, it is a defender
of seculrity and of democracy,
against an Islam presented as a
religion of intolerance. Just like
the PVV, the FN is not racist, but
islamophobic.

This measure will cost a tremendous amount of money, but
Le Pen believes in the power of
the franc to inject dynamism into
the industries, the employmentD But the most unbelievable and inconceivable proposal
is immigration. Le Pen would like
to leave the Schengen area and
close the borders again. What a
return to the past, for a party advocating its modernity! Moreover
Le Pen wants to withdraw the family reunification, which protects
the right to have a “normal family
life”, and reform the ius sole or
"right of soil" and the right to asylum. To put it in a nutshell, the
FN will destroy what is left of tolerance and solidarity, values
which are precious to France.
With all this explained, how is it
still possible that people voted
for the FN? What were their motives?
Hollande’s government is considerably undermined. The socialist government is failing in its
mission to rebuild the country:
unemployment levels and debt
are still rising. The French are
disappointed, again. In 2012, a
lot of people voted for a socialist
government in protest against
the former right-wing government. They didn’t really vote for
François Hollande, more against
Nicolas Sarkozy. Nevertheless
they put their trust in him. He let
them down. In response to a general disappointment over traditional parties, a majority of
French decided to cast their vote
in favour of the FN.
The first protest vote was seen
during the municipal elections
(March 2014), where the FN had
already obtained a lot of votes.
Not only has the general disapPage 1
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pointment helped the FN, but
also the crisis and the fragile situation in Europe.
At times of crisis and poverty,
people need to find someone.
Today, we are repeating history.
Where 70 years ago the scapegoat in Europe was the Jews,
today it is the immigrants, the
Roma, the North-Africans. Are
we forgetting our past, where hatred brought us? It seems so. Immigration serves the far-right
parties.
They use it as a Damocles
sword that hangs over every European. They are playing off
people’s fears to lose their national identity. Geert Wilders, presi-

dent of the Party for Freedom,
founds his arguments on these
fears with a perfidious cunning.
He accuses the religion of being
responsible for a lot of trouble
and problems, particularly in the
Netherlands.
According to him, the Koran is
“a fascist book, [which] incites
hatred and killing” (8 August
2007, Wilders’ open letter to the
Dutch newspaper De Volkskrant). That way, he doesn’t
show hatred to the people, the
Muslim, but to their religion. He
isn’t racist; he is islamophobic.
His tactics easily seduce; the
Koran alienates the rights of homosexuals, of women and it the-

refore does not have a place in
Dutch society. Supporters of the
PVV argue with impunity that the
Koran just doesn’t fit with their
mentality and should be forbidden in order to protect Dutch
identity, traditions and believes.
The last scapegoat of all neo-populist parties is Europe.
Isn’t it the most preposterous
idea? Taking part in European
elections but at the same time
wanting the end of Europe? Is
there any logic? These parties,
which won seats in the European Parliament, have the intention of forming alliances to block
the entire European political machinery. But aren’t they the ones

that vehemently denounced the
inefficiency and the passivity of
the European Parliament? Aren’t
they the same ones that will increase this inefficiency by refusing to vote?
Europe is definitely living in difficult times. Politicians are
struggling to cope with the crisis;
people are suffering from unemployment and poverty, and so
they are turning to radical parties
to help them. In that sense, they
are themselves guilty of the decline of Europe’s success by voting for Eurosceptic, who want to
put an end to the most incredible
example of solidarity.

An emotional crisis?
The economic crisis has a lasting effect on our well-being
by Tabea Anisja Dakó

ger of experiencing emotional
stress. Employers try to maximize their productivity while minimizing staff and expenses; this
causes employees to experience
stress, long-term exhaustion and
diminished interest in work. It
can also cause a burnout. The
high pressure to keep the job
creates a very competitive atmosphere, tensions between coworkers rise and can even lead
to bullying.

We are surrounded by bad news and the most popular topic at the moment is the
economic crisis.

nomic crisis not only have to
deals with consequences concerning material needs, such as
a diminished quality of life and
money issues, but also with the
feeling of not being needed anymore. Given the status of some
health care systems, many of
those affected choose to treat
their symptoms by self-medication, such as dangerous cocktails of sleeping pills and
sedatives, which can lead to addiction and therefore tend to
Insomnia, stress and irritability make things even worse.
are only some of the problems
that have taken over many hou- Recent studies have shown that
seholds. But does that really especially young people who
come as a surprise to you? The often have a very hard time fincrisis seems to be everywhere; ding jobs after finishing their deno wonder it follows us home grees
are
dealing
with
and even into our dreams.
melancholy, resignation and a
lack of perspective. But even
People who have lost their jobs those who have been lucky
and homes because of the eco- enough to find a job are in danBad news everywhere. We are
surrounded by bad news and the
most popular topic at the moment is the economic crisis. How
it affects banks, the government,
companies, families and so on.
But does anyone ever think
about how the economic crisis
affects our state of mind and personal happiness? A major problem ignored by both the
government and the media that
deserves more attention.

The economic downturn also
affects our relationships. Couples suffer from the consequences of the financial crisis as
holidays and leisure time activities are being put on hold or
postponed because of a lack of
money and time. Whether it’s because a partner has lost their job
or because of stock losses in the
common retirement portfolio,
economic worries affect both individual well-being and the couple relationship.
Fears about the future connected with unpaid bills, credit
card debt and possible job or
home loss seem to bring out the
worst in people. Fights over
money and frustration replace affection and sometimes even
cause communication to break
down.

stress and feelings of dissatisfaction and frustration than before
the crisis.
Politicians and the media seem
to greatly ignore those issues as
they focus on statistics, savings
and short-term intervention plans
regarding taxes and so on, which
of course are one important part
of solving the problem, but there
is more to be done: we can’t just
ignore people’s emotional wellbeing. To uplift the economy and
to uplift the people are equally
important things and should go
hand in hand.
Urgent preventive measures
are needed as insurance funds
prescribe more psychotropic
drugs than ever. Also, management consultants and psychologists are more popular than ever.
Consultants have run out of rational explanations and companies themselves are aware that
burnout, harassment and existential angst are huge problems
that affect their businesses, but
still do not act on behalf of it.
This lack of action is simply incomprehensible to me considering we all know and even
statistics have proven: Happier
people are healthier people and
happier employees are also
more productive employees.

Among the most affected, the
basic feeling of anxiety manifests
in insomnia, irritability, mood
swings and depression, but also
those who are not directly affected are suffering from more
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European Union? More like EUSSR!
by Stefan Mitterdorfer
not be arraigned at that, as “the
Court of Justice of the European
Union shall not have jurisdiction.”
Third, the EU controls all matters concerning customs policy
and trade policy, which bans
countries from negotiating their
own trade deals around the
world.
Fourth, the EU council has the
right to change some or all parts
of the treaty about the way of
working in the EU. For that to
happen, the national parliaments
or the European Parliament do
not even have to agree anymore.
The separation of powers is abo“This European Union is the new communism. It is power without limits,” suggests Stefan Mitterdorfer.
lished and a fundamental principle of democracy with that.
nuel
have
“This European Union is the a say in this matter? Officially, Barroso, has a twisted idea of Fifth, in case of riots, war or
new communism. It is power wit- they are all elected by the heads democracy: he blinds people by threat of war the death penalty is
hout limits. It is creating a tide of of government, who are elected praising his own election to the justified.
human misery and the sooner it by a representative, who is often EU commission’s president,
is swept away the better,” says elected by a party, which is when in reality he was the only All of those aspects show that
Nigel Farage, the leader of the elected by us. It becomes crystal candidate that could have been the EU is slowly but surely turning its back on democracy and
UK Independence Party and clear that the election of the EU voted for.
revealing what is behind its rigid
member of the European Parlia- presidents is not even remotely
ment. But doesn’t the EU claim up to us; in fact, not even the In addition, the EU presidents mask – a dictatorship.
to be a democracy and to be members of the European parlia- reject everyone with an opinion
transparent? A closer look be- ment have any say in this. But contrary to their own. This beco- This is propped up by the secret
hind the veil of that alleged de- the entire matter gets more bi- mes especially evident when you plans that are currently being democracy reveals the bitter truth. zarre: when Herman Van Rom- take a look at the Treaty of Lis- veloped: only in January 2014, it
puy became the first permanent bon. This treaty first ran under became known that the EU is
In order to understand what is president of the European Coun- the name of the “European Con- planning a “Police Cooperation
happening in the EU and how to cil, Nigel Farage gave a rather stitution.” However, when the Plan” across Europe, which indetermine which system of go- strongly worded speech, sharply French and the Dutch rejected cludes surveillance and tracking
vernment is ruling, it takes the criticizing Mr. Van Rompuy as that constitution, the EU slightly measures. According to that
knowledge of what a democracy “the quiet assassin of European changed the content and rena- plan, all cars will be equipped
actually is. Etymology tells us democracy.” Moreover, he asked med it – the “Treaty of Lisbon.” with some technology that allows
that the word comes from Greek: who voted for Mr. Van Rompuy The Irish were the only ones that the police to remote stop any car
“Demos” meaning “people” and as nobody in Europe has ever were allowed to hold a referen- from a control room. In other
“kratos” meaning “power.” There- heard of him. Research shows dum – they voted “no.” The EU words, the EU wants to have the
fore, Abraham Lincoln once that in fact it is not clear whether did not put up with that decision, ability to track our cars at all
rightly described democracy as the president of the European adjusted the treaty in favor of Ire- times and if they don’t like where
“the government of the people, Council has been elected or not. land and made them vote again. we are going, they push a button
by the people and for the The transparency of the EU is Eventually, it was successful for and literally stop our car from
people.”
slowly crumbling.
the EU and the Treaty of Lisbon moving.
was ratified. This exact treaty,
Keeping that in mind, let us see Nigel Farage corrected himself however, lists several aspects That not being enough, rumor
what the democracy is like in the in another speech one and a half that give the EU a destructive has it that starting from May
2014 all newborns will have a
Member States of the EU, like in years after having criticized Mr. power:
chip inserted; those rumors were
Austria for example. Often we Van Rompuy for the first time. He
are blinded and misled by politi- said “18 months ago when we First, EU law breaks national soon refuted, though. However,
cians, who want to make us be- first met, I was wrong about you. law making national parliaments as they say, in every rumor there
lieve that we ourselves rule the I said you would be the quiet as- merely the instances of execu- is a little bit of truth. Even the
chiefs of police in the UK say that
country. It poses the question: do sassin of nation states' demo- tion of the EU laws.
we really? One might argue that cracy, but not anymore. You are Second, the EU introduced a if they can trace cars, why not
we elect our government. Howe- rather noisy about it, aren't you? common security and defense people just the same. Also, some
ver, we merely get to choose bet- You, an unelected man, went to policy. It forces the Member pets already have chips inside
ween candidate A and candidate Italy and said, 'This is not the States to “progressively improve their bodies. With all of that said,
B, but we do not get the chance time for elections but the time for their military capabilities”, allows it will only be a matter of time
to name a person we want to re- actions'.” Obviously, the EU’s the EU to send a group of Mem- until human beings will have to
present us. Frankly, that is just model of democracy is now so ber States to war in order to “pro- be implanted with a microchip,
about as much as we can vote shameless, it wants to tell Euro- tect the Union’s values and too.
for in most of the Member pean countries when they can interests”, and it forces the MemStates.
and cannot vote for their govern- ber States “to support the Seeing all those little pieces put
Union’s external and security po- together, a clearer picture of the
ments.
It poses another question: who
licy actively and unreservedly in puzzle the EU is playing is forvotes for the highest people in Furthermore, the president of a spirit of loyalty.” The common ming and reveals not only the
the EU, as the Europeans do not the EU commission, José Ma- security and defense policy can- false democracy we live in and
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the manipulation all around us,
but it also shows the cause of it
all: the governments and leaders
of the countries. The people
themselves are generally peaceful by nature. People do not
want war since war only means
destruction as well as the loss of
people’s lives, beloved ones and
possessions. Therefore, the
cause of a war is always rulers,

parties, parliaments, the military
as well as the proponents and
followers but never the people of
a country. Even a recent example from the Ukraine proves this,
when desperate people stated
clearly: “we do not want war; we
just want peace.”
So in order for democracy to be
restored, it takes governments

and people likewise to live in absolute peace with one another,
without deceit, without empty
and completely unfulfillable promises and without any violence
and pressure. But for that to
happen, we have a very long
way to go, unless people start to
use their heads, change their
thinking to the positive and respect every person at all times.

As a last point, it is questionable
whether
the
governments
realize the dictatorial plans and
shatter them or follow along and
thereby plunge Europe into an
abyss of poverty, crises and
riots.

Penguins and the Gezi Protest
by Burak Doganyigit

Turkey. A country whose population
is Turkish,
whose
language is Turkish and whose
religion is the Islam. These three
things are mentioned among
many other things in the Turkish
constitution. With the exception
of Jews, Armenians and Greeks
there aren’t officially any other
ethnics in Turkey. But what about
the Kurdish people in Turkey?
They make up 18 % of Turkey’s
population. Kurds have their own
language which was, until several years ago, forbidden to be
spoken in public. That sounds
unbelievable but is unfortunately
the truth. The Zazas are another
ethnic group of Turkey and are
estimated to have 2.5 million

they don’t exist. We are not allowed to forget that there can be
different kinds of religions within
an ethnic group. This massive diversity of ethnics and religions
was given one name: Turk. To
express it with different words,
the Turkish population can be
compared to a fruit salad that
pretends to consist of just one
fruit.

The party of Prime Minister Erdogan (AKP) has the absolute
majority and has therefore the
right to reign without necessarily
regarding the voices of the few
other parties in the parliament.

Some people would say that it
is the right of the AKP to govern
the country as they have won the
elections with approximately
50% of the total amount of the
The conditions mentioned votes. The problem is that the
above are the main reason for AKP’s politics heavily contradicts
the political instability of Turkey. the politics of all the other parTo be a member of the Turkish ties. As a result, you could say
parliament, a party has to have that the AKP represents just 50
at least 10% of the votes. That percentage of the Turkish voters,
means that all the parties in Tur- but controls 100% of the counkey who represent smaller ethnic tries issues.
groups can never be a member
The past has shown how
people, who doesn’t approve of
the AKP’s politics, can react in
order to express their anger to
the reign. A recent example
which can be named are the protests around Gezi Park in Istanbul, which took place at the
beginning of the summer of
2013. The Protest started with
about 50 environmentalists who
occupied some areas of the
urban park in order to prevent
the government from building a
shopping mall.

But after the protesters had
been violently forced to leave by
the police, more and more
people started to participate in
Penguins have become an ironic symbol in Turkey which stands for the Gezi
the protest. Soon the protest was
Protest.
not only against the governmembers. 2.5 million people with of the parliament; that’s a fact. In ment’s plan of building a shoptheir own language and my spel- 2002 the parliamentary election ping center but also against its
ling program doesn’t even recog- in Turkey showed what the 10 % authoritarian way to govern. At
threshold can cause. 45 % of the its peak, the protest had spread
nize it as a word.
votes of the Turkish population all over the country with thouThe Turkish government knows weren’t represented in the parlia- sands of protesters in nearly all
Turkish provinces.
that its population consists of ment.
many diverse ethnic groups, with
their own languages, religions That’s a catastrophe. Today the The government didn’t take any
and ways of living. But officially situation is just slightly better. measures to placate the hostile

crowds around Gezi Park but
even sent more policemen who
violently forced them to leave.
The protesters were called terrorists by the government and the
reign made sure that they were
also treated like some. As a result, 5 people lost their lives in
the protests and 7500 were injured.
Turkey’s media is being censored by the reign. The government can censor and ban
everything they want, as long as
it suits their purpose. For instance, twitter has been banned
in Turkey after the Gezi Protests
in order to prevent new protests
from mobilising. At the beginning
of the Gezi protest, CNN Türk
showed a penguin documentary
while Istanbul was facing its biggest protest in history with one
death on that evening.
Since then, penguins have become an ironic symbol in Turkey
which stands for the Gezi Protest. The media isn’t allowed to
express any criticism on the Turkish government. On the other
hand, the media is an instrument
for the Turkish reign to warrant
their doings or to do propaganda
for war. For an example, Turkish
channels often show mothers
who have lost their sons in the
war against Kurdish terrorists.
But just showing them crying on
TV isn’t enough. They are shown
as they embrace the coffins of
their sons and faint as they can’t
stand the pain of the loss of their
children.
I really hope that Turkey will someday be a democratic state as
it is already defined in its constitution. But with Recep Tayip Erdogan as head of the state, I
doubt that this is going to be possible.
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#Bring back our girls
The story of the 276 Nigerian schoolgirls that were abducted by islamist activists
by Nathalie Ehrnleitner
video showing around 100 of the
missing girls. Their leader blackmails the government and says
that he will not free the girls unless all their imprisoned members will be released. If that
doesn’t happen, all girls will be
sold into slavery. Should that
occur, it will be very difficult to
track all the girls and bring them
home safely.

Michelle Obama tweeting the campaign.

It’s April 14th, around midnight.
Fighters from the Islamist group
Boko Haram break into the hostel of a boarding school in Chibok, Nigeria, and kidnap around
300 schoolgirls from their dorms.
30 of them manage to escape
while being forced to run into the
woods. 276 remain missing until
today.
But what’s the story behind all
this?
Boko Haram is an Islamist
group based in Nigeria that follows the rules of the Koran and
believes Nigeria to be a country
of non-believers. In their opinion,
the entire educational system is
too western and needs to adapt
to Muslim standards. Besides
that, they demand a de-westernization of Nigeria. Voting in
elections, wearing shirts and
pants and receiving any education following elementary school
are seen as a step towards Western society and are to be banned in order to stick to their
belief.

Kidnapping the 276 girls isn’t
the first serious action Boko
Haram have taken in the past
years. Founded in 2002, they decided to fight against Western
education in Nigeria. Due to that,
they gained their nickname Boko
Haram, which means `Western
education is forbidden` in Hausa.
But soon enough they did not
only fight against Western education but also started to fight all
the non-believers and especially
the Nigerian government.
Whereas their actions were
mainly peaceful in the first seven
years, consisting of demonstrations and propaganda, they first
became violent in 2009. Back
then, the Nigerian government
found out that they were arming
themselves and becoming more
and more radical. It led to a fight
between Nigerian security forced
and the Boko Haram during
which an estimated 700 people
died. From then on Boko Haram
was a serious threat in Nigeria.
The group has frightened the

Thanks to the broad media coverage, the entire world is aware
of the situation of the abducted
girls and the power the Boko
Haram have in Nigeria. On Twitter, the #BringBackOurGirls
campaign reached 1 Million
tweets and has numerous influcountry with several bombings, ential members such as Michelle
assassins and murders.In 2013, Obama and many other famous
the US declared them terrorist people. Raising awareness
might help finding the girls, espegroup.
cially if they should be transporThe 276 girls kidnapped in April ted over international borders.
2014 were not the first female Besides, it pressures the Nigevictims of the terrorists. In the rian government to keep taking
years before, they had already serious actions to find the girls.
kidnapped girls and women and In the first days after the absold them into slavery. Yet, it is duction, politicians were accused
the case that has raised most in- of not putting enough effort into
ternational awareness and for- the search.
ced governments from Western
countries to step in and help Ni- On May 27, a Nigerian military
geria find the girls and fight ter- official claims to know the locarorism. Whereas the Nigerian tion of the girls. Due to security
government first refused to ac- issues, he cannot provide the
cept help from the US, they broad public with any more inforsought their assistance two mation. Besides, the military say
that they have to plan their reweeks after the abduction.
lease carefully, as they don’t
Ever since, the US as well as want to endanger the lives of the
the UK have been working toget- girls. There have not been any
her with the Nigerian govern- further news after that statement.
ment to locate the girls. There There is hope that it’s not just
were hopes in May that so- another false alarm to keep the
meone might have seen the media and the parents calm, but
girls. Nevertheless, they have that the military has indeed finot been found until today. On nally found the girls and will be
May 12, Boko Haram released a able to set them free shortly.

Aliaa Magda Elmahdy
A feminist fighting for her rights
by Madeleine Kogler
No more than red patent leather society of violence, racism, seshoes, stockings and a bow xism, sexual harassment and hywears 20-year-old Egyptian pocrisy". At first, the picture was
blogger Aliaa Magda Elmahdy taken as protest against Elmahwhen she posts a nude picture of dy’s very strict parents, but it
herself on Facebook in Novem- soon turned out to be more than
ber 2011. She describes her that.
picture as "screams against a

Sexual violence, trafficking of
women and political exclusion:
the situation for women in Egypt
is one of the worst in the whole
world. The discriminatory legislation hardly allows women any
rights or freedom. They are trapped in a cruel world where they

hardly can escape from. Additionally, in Egypt more female genital mutilation happens than in
any other country. It is incredibly
painful and carried out without
any anaesthesia. A UNICEF survey shows that 91% of Egyptian
women are trimmed, Muslim as
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that Egypt was not safe anymore, so she fled to Sweden in
March 2012.

well as Christian.
“Women have no chance in
Egypt”, says Egyptian woman
Mary, “nobody helps you”. Mary
had been attacked in broad daylight, while she was taking a walk
on the High street. Men started
to throw stones, then surrounded
her and kicked her in her belly
several times. All the other
people on the street pretended
not to see; they just looked away.

But for her, the fight for justice
had just begun. She appealed to
all women to send her nude
pictures of them and to post
them on her blog. Many women
were deeply impressed by Elmahdy’s courage and therefore
sent her pictures to support her
and to show her that she is not
alone anymore. “This young lady
is brave and I salute her courage. She deserves the support
of all free thinking people and
countries,” says one woman who
commented on her blog.

More than 99% of women in
Egypt have been at least molested once, from leering men over
rude or coarse remarks even up
to rape.
It was the Egyptian Revolution
in 2011, also known as the Lotus
Revolution, where millions of
protesters from a variety of
socio-economic and religious
backgrounds demanded the
overthrow of the regime of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak.
There has to be mentioned that
besides now feminist Aliaa
Magda Elmahdy there were also
important Islamic, liberal, anti-capitalist, nationalist currents of the
revolution. But especially for
women it is hard to fight for their
rights, because it is not only the
regime, but also their husbands
and families who don’t allow
them to campaign for their rights.
Elmahdy decided to change
something; she wanted to give
people a reality check. She
posted her nude picture again,
because it was taken off Facebook, which doesn’t allow people
to post nude or pornographic
photographs. Aliaa determined
that nobody would ever forbid
her doing something. She
posted her picture on her blog
(Echoing Screams), so that

Aliaa Magda Elmahdy still fights
for justice these days, but she’s
not alone anymore. Together
with other women she protests in
front of the Tunisian embassy in
Sweden: naked, wrapped in the
Egyptian flag and “There will be
millions of us” written on their bodies.
Elmahdy does such kinds of
protests a lot in different countries of the world. Many women
Amady describes her picture as "screams against a society of violence, raare following her and all the procism, sexism, sexual harassment and hypocrisy".
tests are documented by a photographer and then posted on
she
everyone
could see it. She hit more that 2 received via Facebook. Once her her blog.
million clicks, her photograph cat disappeared and when a
was becoming very famous and man phoned her, saying that he Aliaa Magda Elmahdy is now
was even sprayed as graffiti on found the cat, Aliaa didn’t expect known as one of the most imporseveral walls. Unfortunately not any spirits of mischief. The man tant feminists in the world.
everybody was delighted about told her that he was alone, but Thanks to her blog and the proher post. She aroused the atten- when she arrived at the apart- tests, people find out more about
tion of many people and she ment another man was waiting the bad situation for Egyptian
soon realised that her action was there and they tried to rape her. women. Hopefully one day
not innocuous; it was quite the Elmahdy tried to fight off the people in Egypt will understand
contrary. A lot of women were men, when they said that this is that something has to be done
amazed by her courage, be- only what she deserves. She there, that women are not less
cause posting pictures showing didn’t give up and in the end they worthy than men and that they
that much skin is connected with stole her wallet and phone and have to be treated like humans
trouble and would not be left un- released her the next morning. and not like pieces of nothing.
punished. She became a victim After that narrow escape from an
of several death threats, which attempted rape Elmahdy knew

Eurovision
The Battle of Politics
by Dzemila Ribic

Millions of people all over the
world tune in on a Saturday night
to watch the popular Eurovision
Song Contest (ESC). With the rising amount of participating
countries, old and new tensions
are on the rise, which may even
draw back the focus from the
music.

there are even fans in Australia
and Canada who are fascinated
by the multicultural show. The
contest began in 1956 and the
idea for it was to bring a war-torn
Europe together. More than 40
countries participate by now and
there is no doubt that it is not
only a musical but also a political
event.

tries emerged onto surface.
Especially the fall of the Berlin
Wall in 1989 and the fall of Yugoslavia in the 1990s increased
the number of participating countries. Nations like Estonia, Latvia, Ukraine, Serbia, Russia and
Azerbaijan have been preponderating the wins since 2001.

The Eurovision Song Contest is
Even though organizers are tryan event that is watched annu- In the past 25 years, Europe’s ing for the ESC to be as apolitical
ally by over 125 million viewers landscape
has
constantly as possible, it is still a competifrom all over the world. Yes, changed and many new coun- tion between nations. When mil-

lions of people turn their TVs on,
they are doing the same thing,
watching the same thing and it
brings people together but it is
also the perfect opportunity to revive tensions between countries.
There are also countries which
deliberately do not want to participate for an unknown amount of
time. Last year for example, Turkey decided to go on strike and
withdraw from the contest. The
country has actually been very
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successful in the past years but
the reason for their decision is
the change in the voting system.
The 50/50 jury, a combination of
telephone voting and votes from
a jury of music professionals and
the Big 5 rule, where Spain, Italy,
UK, France and Germany qualify
automatically every year for the
final. Those changes are seen as
very unfair. Even Austria did not
want to participate from 2006
until 2010 because of the inevitable block voting.
So it is not about the music anymore as some may think. Many
countries have strong ties and
history together. Even Serbia
and Bosnia and Herzegovina for
example, countries which don’t
get along very well, support their
neighbours at the contest, because there are other factors
which play a big part. But why is
it like that exactly?

“In reality, there are [many]
more points being exchanged
that are not political. Using
Greece and Cyprus as examples, the two countries have long
historical and cultural ties, effectively share a media landscape, people speak the same
language and many people have
relatives in the other country, or
go there for holiday. This naturally results to an exchange of
points,” Sietse Bakker, a Eurovision Song contest event supervisor, told The Wire.
It may be seen as unfair from a
lot of countries but it is also not a
fair thing to say that only the Balkans are taking advantage of
their cultural bonds. If we think
back to 2011 and 2012, Ireland
received 12 and 10 points from
the United Kingdom, both very
high scores and is it only politics? It may be also kind of cultu-

ral because Ireland’s act Jedward is simply very popular in
the UK.
This year’s Eurovision was very
spectacular again. A strong evident for that is Conchita Wurst,
the winner of this year’s ESC.
But would she have won without
her unique appearance as a
woman with a beard – a madeup character by Thomas Neuwirth? Is it really the song which
was good enough to lead Austria
on the first place of the competition? There were even petitions
against the participation of Austria with this controversial act in
Belarus, Russia and Armenia.
The reason they stated was that
they did not want their children’s
brains to be poisoned by the
strange view of Conchita Wurst.
Russia and Ukraine with their
ongoing turmoil were also put on
focus. The Tolmachevy Sisters

were constantly booed at and it
was not a pleasant sound at all.
Whenever they were shown on
the screen, the commentators
reminded the viewers that it was
not them who were booed at but
their country. Again, it is evident
that the ESC is not a musical
contest anymore but a strong political tool.
Apart from all the political stuff
going on, it is still possible for
countries to win with a song that
can overcome all politics and
strong tensions that are always
going on. Germany with their
entry Lena in 2010 is the best
example for that. Since the recession the country has not been
very popular, but it seems like
the song moved enough people
and just made it worth winning.
So why shouldn’t that be possible again?

Gentrification in Berlin
The Sale of a City

by Tabea Berendes
Berlin has always been a city of
possibilities and attention like
any other European capital. But
while those became subjects of
progress during the second half
of the 20th century, Berlin has
kept its old ways. When society
changed in the 1960s from an industrial to a service one, the big
cities changed with it. This led to
a shift of the living areas. The
factories had to make way for
service companies, and so had
the working class, which used to
live near the factories. The city
centre prospered with wealth.

their slice of cake. Investors sniffed their chance in the skyline‘s
free spaces, which were created
by Allied bombs and were never
built on again.
Entire blocks are being renovated to attract people with higher incomes and the not so
well-off population has to close
the premises because they can‘t
afford the rising rents. While in
2007 the average price per sqm
for a Berlin rental flat was 4.75€,
it averaged 9.60€ in 2014. It has
to be mentioned that this average is held down by old and
cheaper contracts. The reletting
of vacant flats charges approximately 2 Euros more per sqm.
These prices are normal or still
low for a big city in the 21st century.

Being still bombed and also devided, Berlin constituted an exception from the rest of Europe
and despite the progress of a
service society, the working
class remained in their old districts in the city centre until a few
years ago, when Berlin gained Berlin citizens can‘t afford to
worldwide attention. First the city pay such prices though. Twenty
was an insider tip for those see- years after the reunion of Easking an independent, raw and tern and Western Germany, economy and living standards aren‘t
original lifestyle.
remotely equal. Citizens in the
Then overseas‘ Rolling Stone Eastern part of the country have
Magazine officially crowned Ber- lower incomes than those in the
lin the coolest city worldwide. Western part; therefore living is
Twenty years after the fall of the cheaper in the new federal
Berlin Wall, people lost their timi- states. With the rising rents but
dity of the East and invaded the persistent lower wages, long
city from all over Germany and established residents of former
the world in masses, trying to get working districts have to clear

A new concept for luxury apartments in the former eastern part of Berlin.
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their flats and move away to the
outskirts were rents aren‘t rising
this dramatically.
Studies show that many people
concerned would also rather
move into a smaller flat, one on
the ground floor, the rear house
or an area similar to the former
one. This involves every age set
from retirees with small pensions
over families and young people
with low income to artists who
enjoyed low rents for work and
exhibition space for decades.
These people forced to move
out aren‘t the only problem gentrification brings along. Whoever
has been to Berlin recognised
the unique spirit of the city, the
unfinished and raw charm that
comes from the wrecked buildings here and there, the large
alternative artsy scene, a certain
freedom of the city and the fluorescent nightlife. All these things
that make Berlin this unique in
the world are fading under the
shadows of big investments.
The open spaces in the skyline
are being filled with luxury apart-

ments, the artists can‘t afford
their work anymore and independent clubs don‘t have their contracts extended by government
because the grounds will be sold
to foreign investors.
These demolish the caringly arranged clubs which provide a
huge interactive platform for any
kind of creativity on a non-profit
base to build luxury apartments
in the ,heart of Berlin‘. Sadly,
they really strike the Heart of
urban Berlin as the club scene is
majorly important to the urban
cultural life in the city. As already
mentioned the clubs reach much
further than playing music
throughout the week.
Behind every club stands a
non-profit cultural institution
which is creatively active in their
area and local politics. These institutions are in brisk communication with local politics to obtain
the city‘s cultural and urban variety, but the investors have the
financial power. Nevertheless
many local politicians raise their
voices for alternative living and

culture projects, such as emission-free living blocks with agricultural roof tops for self supply.
Together with residents and anybody interested, these politics
campain for the urban districts
to stay in the people‘s ,possession‘.
This isn‘t easy because many
tenants have little power due to
their low social status. The unemployment rate in Berlin is at
20 %, 26% of the citizens have
migration background and a third
of the children live in poverty.
These groups of people are easily forced to move out of the lately popular areas. E.g. at the
Department of Work unemployed people are told to move
to areas with cheaper rents or
they might face reduction in their
unemployment benefits. With
these groups of people moving
away to a nearby area with similar atmosphere but cheaper
rents, these areas gather more
attention and become interesting
for investors.

trict Prenzlauer Berg ( former
UdSSR) and the bordering Wedding: Since the turnaround, the
alternative scene increasingly
suppressed the old working
class and in the recent years the
wealthy middle class does the
same with the alternatives.
These groups were looking for
areas alike and moved to the
bordering district Wedding. Once
a strong movement to there was
recognisable, the redevelopement started in Wedding, too.
The worst-case scenario would
be that in 20 years the city will be
fully gentrified like London,
where not even the middle class
can afford a living in the city centre, space is rare and the locals
live in the outskirts. But Berlin
has one advantage: its delay.
The consequences of gentrification are already known from others cities as London or New
York City, and people are aware
of the change and what it brings
along.

One example would be the dis-

The cove of death
Annual massacre of dolphins

by Ella Yu
TAIJI, JAPAN. Every year from
September to April the water in
the coves near Taiji, a small fishing town, turn red. It’s the implication of a long-held tradition in
Japan where about 2,000 dolphins are stabbed to death so
that their meat can be sold.
What once was a peaceful and
idyllic place where tourists relaxed during their holidays, becomes once a year a place of
horror. Despite protests all over
the world, the Japanese fishermen stick to their tradition and
set off to sea, with the aim to
mercilessly kill as many dolphins
as possible. It is a heart-breaking
scenario that is taking place:
thousands of dolphins, among
them dolphin babies or pregnant
females, are lured into the cove
where there is no escape for
them. When sealed off from the
public, the real cruelty begins.
The hunting

use
the dowels or the knives, they
brutally stab them into the back.
Some of the dolphins suffer another 20 minutes before they bleed
out or drown in their own blood.
After these horrific scenes, the
dead bodies are pulled into the
boats and the water is left blood
red.

vernment warns that the meat of dolphins is charged with a high
quantity of mercury, the interest
in their meat still exists. It is the
clandestine hunting that leaves
some Japanese unaware that
they are eating dolphin meat,
thereby risking a mercury poisoning.

The methods of killing are brutal
and heartless: When the fishermen don’t want to cause that From there, the dolphins are
Besides the brutal stabbing,
much mess, they put a cork in
brought to slaughterhouses there are dolphins that have to
the blowholes of the dolphin so it where their meat is prepared for
endure a lifetime in captivity. The
suffocates to death. When they consumption. Although the gointerests of the fishermen lay in

living dolphins that are suited for
Dolphinariums or shows. For that
purpose, the dolphins are captured alive and among them only
those that have a resemblance
to Flipper or that are qualified to
be trained to show. It is a
greedy business as some specimens bring up to 250,000 €
when well-trained. In January
2014, the fishermen made their
biggest catch and among the
frightened, confused and disoriented dolphins was a baby alPage 8
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bino dolphin.
It was violently separated from
its parents and put into a whale
museum. The animal rights organization “Sea Shepherd” assumes, after the disappearance of
the mother, that she committed
suicide. After the albino baby had
been taken away, the organization documented that the mother
again and again searched the
surface for her baby until she
dived under without ever appearing. It is assumed that when
dolphins feel stressed, they commit suicide by holding their breaths until they suffocate. This
proves that dolphins who are separated from their family and
group or who lost their freedom
can be extremely traumatized.
The revelation
It was in 2009 that Taiji first

made itself noticeable with horrific scenes from the dolphin hunting, when the director Louie
Psihoyos and the animal protector Richard O’Barry first documented the scenes on film.
O’Barry was the coach of the
well-known dolphin named Flipper and it was when he became
aware of the consciousness of
the dolphins that he decided to
stand up for their protection.
With their revealing film material, they set the hare running.
The members from the group
“Sea Shepherd” immediately
took position in Japan to investigate the happening there and to
get the world’s attention toward
those acts. They are also called
“Cove guardians” and they are
standing watch in Taiji to exert a
political pressure on the Japanese government so that they
will stop the slaughter.

Unfortunately the slaughters
are widely accepted in Japan;
that’s why police officers and Japanese authorities observe accurately what the animal rights
activists do. They are being registered and every of their steps
is being followed; they are even
interrogated about their intentions at the airport when they
enter Japan. It seems like they
are the wrongdoers and not
those who massacre and torture
living beings that can’t defend
themselves.
The American ambassador in
Tokyo, Caroline Kennedy, is showing her concern for the poor
dolphins by stating that hunting
and slaughter are cruel and inhuman. She claims that the US government is clearly against it.

Little steps could already help
prevent these horrific acts towards dolphins: by avoiding
going to Dolphinariums or by
not-visiting dolphin shows, you
stop supporting the capture and
slaughter of dolphins. It’s a painful life for the dolphins, as they
are taken away from their natural
environment and above all from
their tribe.
For those who wish to help actively, the organization “Sea Shepherd” gives you the possibility
to join their team and to apply
yourself as a “Cove guardian”, to
sign petitions or to support their
work by contributing towards a
fund.

How can you help?

The Kosovo War
The last war in Yugoslavia before it irrevocably crumbled
(28 February 1998 – 19 June 1999)
by Jana Haxhija
This article is a report based on
the last war in the former Republic of Yugoslavia, the Kosovo
war. It is supposed to inform
about what happened to Kosovars after the eruption of war in
1998, including the reasons for
war and consequences such as
official numbers and pictures.
Rarely do we remember the war
in which the NATO had its first
military intervention (during the
Kosovo war!) because conflicts
elsewhere have driven this event
out of attention.

Kosovo and Serbia: hereditary enemies

The Battle of Kosovo (1389)
describes the combat between
Serbia and the Ottoman Empire
on Kosovan soil. The Turkish soldiers were far better equipped
and defeated the Serbs easily.
Nowadays, Serbs celebrate the
bravery of the Serbian army to
face a much stronger enemy. All
in all, the Battle of Kosovo is a
symbol for Serbian patriotism
and important to Serbian history
Indeed, I went into the topic and national identity.
more in detail as I am of Kosovan origin. My parents were for- Serbia has been trying to occed into migration and sought cupy this land although it beasylum in Germany. My father longs to a foreign state (Kosovo).
frequently tells me stories about The conflict between Serbs and
Serbian injustice and despotism Kosovars aggravated when Sertowards Kosovars, being tortu- bia refused Kosovo´s status as
red by them because of your Al- an autonomous republic. In
banian roots was ubiquitous. My 1989, Slobodan Milosevic (Sermother sometimes reveals that it bian president) made every effort
was difficult to make a living in to annex the Kosovan territory.
Germany because Serbs had Thousands of Serbian policemen
deprived Kosovars of their iden- were deployed in Kosovo to
tity: no documents, no passports spread fear amongst the local
in Albanian language. Your name population. Belgrade pronounhad been translated into Serbian ced the right to discriminate
and written in Cyrillic letters by against Albanian civilians.
the Serbian authorities before
At first, Ibrahim Rugova´s policy
leaving the country.
(first president of Kosovo) of pasIn fact, we should not lose sight sive resistance succeeded in
of the Kosovo war as it is the keeping the Kosovan people
example of crime against huma- calm. Indeed, the population had
to bear torture and suffer daily
nity.

After centuries of oppression, the Assembly of Kosovo declared the country’s
independence. Since then, Kosovo has been recognised by 107 UN member states as an autonomous state.

humiliation until the UÇK, the Kosovan military organization (English: Kosovo Liberation Army),
responded with armed resistance. Peaceful coexistence of
Albanians and Serbs was over,
Serbian inhumanity such as barbarity towards Kosovars was not
to be tolerated.
System of action and reaction and the cycle of violence
Every Serbian act of violence
was followed by Albanian reaction. If Slobodan Milosevic tried
to gain power in Kosovo with
brute force, the UÇK would
launch attacks on Serbs in order
to show anger about Serbia´s effort to reduce the autonomy.
“In this conflict, we are meeting

the devil in person. Your enemy
kills you with a bullet, soon over
and done with; but the devil lets
you suffer pain until you die.”
(Adem Jashari, founder of the
UÇK; a Serbian assault killed
both him and his entire family in
1998)
What concerns the means of
war, Serbia was superior to Kosovo due to better equipment
and munition from Yugoslav
times. Kosovo was about to be
wiped out without international
help.
International intervention
The massacre of Raçak, where
Serbs had brutally murdered 60
Albanians (men: burning their
faces and other incredible cruelty
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before killing them; women:
pregnant women were cut open,
the foetus grilled; children: witnessing all actions before killing
even them through malicious
acts of brutality), prompted the
NATO to intervene.
After the Serb police had even
continued to intensify attacks
and massacres on Kosovan civilians, the American politician
Madeleine Albright condemned
the Serbian activities, saying that
“this crisis is not an internal affair
of Yugoslavia”.
During the official war, there
were forces of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia facing the Kosovo Albanian army UÇK, which
was supported by the NATO.
The NATO itself justified the intervention as a humanitarian war
“to prevent a second Auschwitz”
(Joschka Fischer). Through “systematic campaigns of terror, including murders, rapes, arsons
and severe maltreatment” Serbian troops were trying to “eradicate rather than remove the
Albanian population” from their
own county.
The NATO bombing raid ended
Serbian atrocity by targeting Serbia´s infrastructure (bridges, airports) and its military camps.
Consequently, Milosevic was forced to surrender and withdraw
from Kosovo.
Background
Ever since, there have been
tensions between Kosovars and
Serbs as both sides regard one
another as hereditary enemies.
As a consequence, attempts at
diplomatic solutions constantly
failed.
Serbs:
Serbia claims the Kosovo be-

cause lots of Orthodox churches
were built in this territory, that is
to say that Serbian culture and
history can be found in Kosovo.
In addition, Kosovo is rich in resources like brown coal. Therefore, the army did not hesitate to
systematically
discriminate
against Albanians to make them
move from that place.
Terror was used to frighten the
population: Without any reason,
many Albanian citizens were arrested. On top of that, it happened that people from the elite like
professors, doctors and lawyers
suddenly `disappeared´; never
did they return. Of course, a
country stops making progress
by losing its intellectuals.
“Ethnic cleansing” is an expression only to be used in connection with the Kosovan
population. It describes the Serbian effort to remove them from
their homes by both psychological terror and physical murder.
Kosovars:
“Don´t deprive us of our (Albanian) identity!”
“We are not Serbian!”
Frustration amongst Kosovars
was widespread as evidenced
by the emergence of the UÇK. In
fact, the contrast between Albanians and Serbs is immense.
Despite these differences, Serbia tried to be omnipresent in Kosovo. Offices were hold by
Serbs, for instance, Kosovan teachers and policemen were dismissed and replaced by Serbs.
Consequently, unemployment,
the lack of perspectives and poverty induced Kosovars to rebel
in order to dilute the Serbian
power in their own country.
However, with Serbia controlling every part of Kosovo, the native population lost its autonomy.

Few dared resist as they were
anxious because Serbia had demonstrated tremendous force
when slaughtering thousands of
Muslim Bosnians.
Casualties and losses
It was mainly the Kosovan civilian population that fell victim to
Serbian atrocity.
A significant number of 15,000
Kosovo Albanians were killed
cruelly. Some of the dead bodies
bore traces of severe burns and
mischievous torture. In this case,
it should be noted that this quantity refers to those who were killed during the war; not included
are the figures of murder committed through intentional terror
and maltreatment before the official eruption of war. Unfortunately, it is a never-ending list of
deaths.
Over 25,000 women were abused and compelled into sexual
intercourse. Albanian women
were kept in Serbian camps until
abortion was medically not possible. Thereby, they should give
birth to Serbian babies in order
to reduce the size of the Albanian people.
Approximate 65 mass graves
have been found until today. Nonetheless, 2,000 Kosovars are
still missing. They are believed to
be dead by now even if their bodies have never been discovered.
As war also affects the infrastructure, the war in Kosovo destroyed
all
organizational
structures, for example electric
power supply, railway and airports.
About 200,000 houses were
razed to the ground. Of course,
there were innumerable homes
with extensive damage, but this

number corresponds to those
buildings that were “bombed into
oblivion”, as Bill Clinton put it; in
other words, 200,000 returning
proprietaries simply did not find
their houses where they used to
be.
Furthermore, 900,000 were displaced. Forced to leave their
country, they sought shelter in
adjoining regions (Albania, Macedonia) as well as in the diaspora
(Germany,
Austria,
England, Scandinavia).
All in all, it is important that
these numbers be regarded in
relation to the population. If
900,000 people had to flee (out
of a population of 1.8 million in
total) , this means that every second Kosovar was forced to install somewhere else.
Declaration of Independence:
17 February 2008
After centuries of oppression,
the Assembly of Kosovo declared the country’s independence.
Since then, Kosovo has been recognised by 107 UN member
states as an autonomous state.
Serbia such as Russia reacted in
rage and set fire to border crossings on Kosovo´s border, insisting this declaration to be invalid.
But with America backing the
Republic of Kosovo and NATO
troops maintaining order, democracy and self-determination will
gradually establish in the youngest country of Europe.
In the meantime, Serbian actors
in the Kosovo war are being prosecuted by the International
Court of Justice in The Hague
(`International Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Yugoslavia,
ICTY´) for crimes against humanity, including murder, deportation, sexual assault and
barbarity.

Brazil 2014
Behind the scenes of the FIFA World Cup
by Stephanie Saurwein

2014, the whole world looks at
only one nation. This year the
FIFA Football World Cup will take
place in Brazil, a land that is famous for its outstanding carnival,
its wonderful beaches and its
rainforest.
Sounds like a perfect place for
holiday, doesn’t it? But unfortu-

nately the “real” Brazil suffers
from poverty, drug-related crime
and a lot of other social issues
like human rights abuse. In this
article I am going to show you
that side of Brazil, which you will
not see when you watch the FIFA
World Cup 2014.
Brazil was the only nation, who

applied as venue for the World
Cup 2014, so they had no competitor and FIFA announced that
Brazil is going to be the host.
After that, everybody thought
that after the economic revival in
the last few years, the criminality
and the violence would be furthermore reduced and the whole
social problems would get better.

The preparation for the World
Cup is over now, but did the land
really change to a better one?
Although Brazil had an economic boom in the last few years,
poverty still exists in most parts
of the nation.
But instead of investing more
money into education, health-
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care and other important things,
the government of Brazil spends
more than 10 billion euro on airports, stadiums, streets, hotels,
ports, transport systems etc. Originally they said they only wanted to invest less than a billion
euro for the World Cup, but now
it is the most expensive FIFA
World Cup ever. They spend
more and more millions of euro
on the World Cup, while public
schools have to suffer financial
problems and have to fight for
their survival.
According to experts, the financial problems of Brazil will not get
better after the World Cup, because until 2016 they probably
will have to invest another few
billion euro into the Summer
Olympic Games, which will take
place in Rio de Janeiro.
A furhter important problem of
which we do not even hear in the
News is that favelas were demolished. Brazil is known for its favelas, which are slums, mostly
near the cities. Most of the
people who live there don’t own
the houses, so they live there illegal. Because favelas are not
really well worth seeing, a lot of
them were, for image reasons,
simply demolished to use the
place for stadiums or even hotels.
Experts suppose that about
250.000 people were already
casted out in 2013, but they think
that now in June 2014 the number of people who got homeless

So let us hope that Brazil will have a better future and can solve all or at least the most important problems and that the
World Cup and the Olympic Games will be well-conducted and peaceful.

raised. Compulsory change of residence is abusing human rights
and the freedom of movement
which is one of the main reason
why people demonstrate against
the World Cup 2014 and the
Olympic Games 2016.
Furthermore, the government
decided that the police should
observe the favelas before and
during the World Cup, so that as
a result the drug-related crime
would be reduced, the violence
in the favelas would get better
and the million people who come
to the World Cup will be in no
danger. Anyway the number of
murders got less, but Brazilians
say that the only conclusion for
solving the problem of criminality
and violence in the favelas, is the

investigation of money into education for everybody.
Although there is compulsory
schooling in Brazil, not everybody has the financial ability to
go to school and those who do
not go to school will not get a
well-paid job and as a consequence they will live in a favela
and have to fight to survive.
I have relatives who are Brazilians and live near Fortaleza
which is also a venue for the
FIFA World Cup. According to
them the reason for the criminality in the favelas are the social
issues, especially the neglect of
education. But education is what
the people there really need, so
that in future there will grow up a
new generation without any

gangsters or murderers. In fact, the criminal offence is related to social
issues, committed (mostly) by
young men, who are poor, have
less education and are socially
suspended.
However, there may be still
parts of Brazil where you are
safe and can enjoy your holiday,
but to sum up, Brazil is still a land
which has a lot of problems
especially financial and social
problems. So let us hope that
Brazil will have a better future
and can solve all or at least the
most important problems and
that the World Cup and the
Olympic Games will be well-conducted and peaceful.

All roads lead to Rome
Eternal city built on a city

by Christina Brugger

Italians' capital city is one of the nean city. About three million inmost beautiful open air muse- habitants have the privilege to
ums in the world. Rome combi- enjoy the numerous fountains,
nes the fascination of history with churches, winding alleys and histhe flair of a typical mediterra- toric squares each day.

Rome was first populated
around 1,000 BC but the legendary year of the foundation with
Romulus and Remus was 735
BC. Due to fires, pillage and civil
wars the city had been destroyed
and rebuilt several times over the
following centuries. That is the
reason why nowadays constructions are so difficult in the
historic Italian capital. Each time
and no matter where, digging will
lead to antique ruins which can
be found all over the city. They
give Rome its typical flair of
being a city built on different levels with a lot of stairs con-

necting them. In fact, Rome is a
city built on a city.
Strolling along the streets of
the old town centre you will come
across famous places, often
seen in movies, like the Trevi
Fountain, the Pantheon or the
Spanish Steps. Another place
that must be visited is the Vatican with its gorgeous cathedral
and the breathtaking museum. It
is really worth the time to get up
the cupola because up there you
have a fantastic view over the
city. Close to the river stands the
Castel Sant'Angelo (castle of the
holy angel), which is connected
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to the Vatican Palace through a
tunnel. Nowadays the castle is a
museum and temporary home
for architects, photographers or
artists, who were selected by the
Roman council. Once a month
the entrance to nearly all of the
museums is free, so if you are
lucky, you might be able to see
masterpieces of art without even
paying for it.
Even if it is usually really comfortable to go by car, this city
should be discovered by bus or
on foot. It is better to go without
a motor vehicle because parking
areas are rare and the traffic can
sometimes become quite chaotic. However, the transport system offers a lot of busses, some
tram and two underground lines
which make it easy to move, day
and night. A third subway line is
currently in construction but

might take another ten years to
finish. Tickets for the public
transport system can be bought
in bars, at the train station or at
the ticket machines in the underground stations. A single ride
costs € 1.50 and allows you to
travel for 100 minutes and
changing means of transport as
often as you like. There is also
the possibility to get tickets valid
for three or seven days in a row.
You should be aware of pickpockets when you find yourself in
crowded places such as busses
or underground lines. In general
the Italian capital is a safe place
and in the touristic areas you
don't need to worry at all. Like in
other bigger cities you should be
more careful at night and there
are a few areas to be avoided
but not the touristic ones.

Nearly everywhere nice bars
and restaurants can be found,
but the ones close to sightseeing
places should be avoided because most of the time they are
too expensive. Nevertheless,
you will find an excellent coffee
place near the Pantheon, where
the espresso does not cost more
than one euro and the croissants
are delicious. In the district called
Trastevere there are many wonderful bars and restaurants. If
you like delicious drinks and
friendly people you should pass
by at the bar Freni e Frizioni,
which is located by the river, and
try their daiquiri cocktail.
Later at night you can find a
number of small discotheques in
the city centre. For example the
Gilda near the Spanish Steps,
which is a hotspot for celebrities,
or the famous Art Café located in

the Villa Borghese park. A little
bit outside the centre, in the district called Testaccio, there are
many bars and other places to
dance all night long. All of them
are built in or around a small hill
which had been used as a wine
cellar and store room in former
times.
It might be the history of the Italian capital or the particular flair
of this city which attracts thousands of tourists each year. Additionally, there are several other
good reasons for visiting Rome,
such as admiring the Colosseum
in the sparkling moonlight, throwing a coin in the Trevi Fountain
or just eating some delicious ice
cream. This amazing city offers
something for everyone and therefore should be visited at least
once in a lifetime.

Singapore
A city that defines our time
by Lisa Gschnitzer
Located at the southern tip of
the Malay Peninsula, Singapore’s tropical climate attracts
and welcomes millions of visitors
each year. Though physically
small, the island country has developed to an economic giant
with a great variety of luxury hotels, as well as sightseeing and
culinary opportunities to choose
from. Due to its efficient government, Singapore has become a
blooming city-state that excels in

the fourteenth century the name
of the island changed. According
to legend, a Sumatran prince
spotted an animal upon landing
on the island after a thunderstorm. He took it as a good sign
and thus he named the city Singapura, which comes from the
Malay words “Singa” (lion) and
“Pura” (city). Although recent studies have proven that lions have
never lived on Singapore, this
story is a significant part of the

treaty with the local rulers and
established Singapore as a trading station. The island country
became one of the most important commercial centres of the
British Empire, as the island’s
policy of free trade attracted
merchants from all over Asia;
modern Singapore was born.

In 1826 Singapore, Malacca
and Penang became the Straits In 1959 Singapore became a
Settlements under the control of self-governing territory within the
British Empire. In the early
1960s the Federation of Malaysia was established, which led to
the merger of Singapore, Malaya, North Borneo and Sarawak. Nevertheless in 1965
Singapore left the Federation
and became an independent,
democratic nation.

Singapore’s tropical climate attracts and welcomes millions of visitors each year.

trade and tourism.

country’s history.

The history of Singapore
The earliest known historical record of Singapore was a Chinese account from the third
century, describing the island of
Pu Luo Chung. It comes from the
Malay name “Pulau Ujong”,
which simply means “island at
the end of the peninsula”. During

In 1818 Sir Thomas Stamford
Raffles, Lieutenant-Governor of
Bencoolen, Sumatra, was given
approval to establish a trading
station at the southern tip of the
Malay Peninsula. After a survey
of the neighbouring islands, Raffles landed on Singapore in
1819. He helped negotiate a

Singapore was conquered and
occupied by the Japanese from
1942 to 1945. When the war
ended, the island came under
the British Military Administration, which, however, ended in
1946 due to the dissolution of
the Straits Settlements. In the
same year Singapore became a
Crown Colony.

British India. By 1832, Singapore
developed to the centre of government for the three areas.
Due to the arrival of the telegraph and steamship, as well as
the opening of the Suez Canal,
the island’s significance as a
centre of the trade between the
East and West was enhanced.
During the Second World War

Culture, language and people
One remarkable aspect of Singapore is truly the mix of diverse
cultures such as Chinese, Malay,
Indian and European. Back then
the country was separated into
various ethnic areas. Although
these divisions no longer exist,
traces of the old regions can still
be found. Along with the different
cultures came different languages. Today, there are four official
languages, which are English,
Chinese, Malay and Tamil. Nevertheless, a new language has
been established due to the influence on English, caused by
the varieties of Malay and Chinese dialects; it is called Singlish. Almost everyone in
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Singapore speaks more than
one language, some even three
or four. At school, children learn
English and their mother tongues
to make sure that their traditional
roots do not get lost.
General travel information
Before travelling to Singapore,
make sure you know all the essential information for a pleasant
vacation without any problems.
A passport valid for at least six
months beyond the date of departure is needed to enter the
country. A visa is usually not required for entry. However, if you
want to stay for a longer period,
you may apply to the Immigration & Checkpoints Authority
(ICA). On their website you will
also find a list of countries whose
nationals need a visa.
The currency in Singapore is
the Singapore dollar. You can
find money-changing services at
the airport, at most shopping
centres and hotels.
When you are packing for your

trip, keep in mind that Singapore
is a tropical country with hot and
humid weather all year.
Furthermore you should also be
aware that local laws and penalties apply to you. Smoking in public areas or indoor places is not
allowed, neither are chewing
gum and littering the streets.
Committing these crimes can
lead to severe penalties such as
fines or prison sentences. Actually there are even more laws
which you should definitely
check on the Internet before travelling to the island country.
Things to do
Whether you stay for just one
day or one week, there is always
something to do and see in Singapore. You will probably even
need more time than that to
cover all of the sightseeing
spots. Nevertheless here is a
small guide of things a tourist
can do when visiting this country.
If you are tired of the city and all
the skyscrapers that surround
you, a trip to the Singapore Botanic Gardens is surely a great

way to escape from all the hustle
and bustle of the metropolis.
When wandering through this
gorgeous park, make sure to
check out the garden’s star attraction, the National Orchid Gardens. It comprises endless
species of orchids with all sorts
of stunning colours.
Another must-see attraction is
definitely the Singapore Zoo.
More than 2800 animals from all
around the world inhabit this unique place. Among the many activities a visitor can choose from,
the zoo is most famous for its
open enclosures, which means
that some animals appear to be
within touching distance.
Next on the list of tourist attractions is Marina Bay. Located
in the southern part of the city, it
offers numerous attractions such
as the Singapore Flyer and Merlion Park, which are one of the
most famous ones. The Singapore Flyer is the world’s largest
observation wheel. You can snap
pictures of the breathtaking
sights of the city during the thirty-

minute ride. Another highlight is
the Merlion Park that hosts one
of Singapore’s most iconic monuments; the Merlion statue. It
has the head of a lion with the
body and tail of a fish, representing Singapore’s origins as a fishing village.
What should not be missed
when visiting Singapore is a trip
to the island Sentosa. Nicknamed “Asia’s Favourite Playground”, Sentosa is just 15
minutes away from the city. This
idyllic resort island provides endless activities that fulfil the desires of all visitors. Whether you
want to spend some relaxed time
on the beach or visit lots of fascinating places, you will definitely
never get bored.
Singapore is without a doubt
one of those places you need to
see before you die. With its long
and fascinating history, the island
country is worth a visit. Explore
its famous and iconic sightseeing
spots while enjoying the atmosphere and environment of the
country.

South Tyrol’s Grand Canyon
A tale of 40 million years
by Katharina Weiss
years of the earth’s history.
Today more than 60,000 visitors
walk through the gorge every
year, while scientists are constantly looking for fossils and
new geological insights.

South Tyrol’s Grand Canyon raises environmental awareness and contributes to the protection of nature and of our world.

Between the villages of Radein
and Aldein, on the west side of
the 2,317 m high Weißhorn, lies
an 8 km long gorge with a depth
of 400 m. Since the glacial pe-

riod, about 18,000 years ago, the
Bletterbach has cut through the
rock strata of the Dolomites clearing away ten billion tons of material and unravelling 40 million

phyries. Next is the Bellerophon
Formation, named after a specific type of gastropod living in this
region when it was covered by
warm and shallow waters. Upwards follows the Werfen Formation,
created
by
the
According to Dr Evelyn Kustat- deposition of sandstones, marls
scher, palaeontologist at the Mu- and limestones of a coastal area.
seum of Nature South Tyrol, At the base of the Werfen Forthere are two reasons why the mation, the Permian period ends
gorge is interesting to the public: and the Triassic begins. During
“First of all, a hiking tour in the the Permian-Triassic transition
gorge is like a travel through the earth’s biggest mass extime. The walls on both sides tinction took place, which afconsist of horizontal rock strata, fected about 95 % of the species
which were formed 274-235 mil- living in the sea and about 70 %
lion years ago. This means that of the plants and animals living
from the bottom to the top of the on the land.
gorge you walk through a period
of 40 million years. Nowhere
The last of the strata in the
else it is possible to experience gorge is called the Contrin Forthe history of the Dolomites in mation. Also, the peak of the
such a genuine way.”
Weißhorn consists of these
rocks which are composed of
On the bottom the gorge is nar- skeletal remains of certain algae
row, the walls are steep. The able to produce calcareous skereason for this is porphyries. letons.
These red hard rocks, which are
the oldest in the gorge, formed “The beauty of the rock strata is
during a period of high volcanic the second reason why the
activity. The Gröden Formation gorge attracts so many visitors.
consisting of sandstone is the Especially in the evening the difsecond of the five strata and the ferent coloured rocks glow so
result of the erosion of the por- brightly that pictures taken seem
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to be photo montages,” says
Kustatscher.

ontologist Dr Evelyn Kustatscher
answers five questions on fossils, the scientific research in the
gorge and its maintenance.

about the size and the type of the
animal even if skeletons were
not found.

during that period, it was one of
the places where the research
was carried out.

Which discoveries interested
Which fossils were found in you most?
the gorge?
Interesting is the bone of a noA lot of marine fossils such as tosaur, which was found in 2009
bivalves and gastropods were in the Werfen Formation by two
found in the Werfen Formation. students of the Munich UniverIn the Gröden Formation we dis- sity. Moreover, a rock slab, which
covered a great number of tracks is about 1.5 m long and 1 m
left behind by reptiles as well as wide, was discovered. It shows
traces of worms and crustace- the footprints of several animals,
ans. We also found plant fossils which walked one after the other
and nautiloid moulds. All of them across the sand. What I persoshow that the flora and fauna of nally also find very beautiful is
Visitors can explore the gorge that time were surprisingly high the fossil of a 20 cm long entirely
from May to October on their in biodiversity.
preserved leaf of an ancestor of
own or take part in one of several
the extant Ginkgo.
guided tours. While the Geoparc How do fossils actually form?
Visitor Centre mainly informs
Are any research projects
people about the geology and When a plant or animal dies, it conducted in the gorge?
origin of the gorge, the museum needs to be covered quickly by
in Radein shows a collection of sediment in order to prevent de- The gorge is a place of continufossils found by Leo and Josef composition by bacteria and sca- ous scientific research. In 2005
Perwanger. In the future, the mu- vengers as much as possible. the Museum of Nature South
seum shall become the gorge’s During the fossilisation the che- Tyrol started a project together
treasure-house containing its mical composition of the organ- with the Geoparc to explore the
ism changes, but the shape Permian Flora in the gorge.
most beautiful objects.
remains preserved. Next to plant Since then the cooperation has
An interview with palaeonto- and animal remains also tracks continued. Furthermore, a prologist Dr Evelyn Kustatscher
can turn into fossils. In the gorge ject on the Permian Triassic
we found many footprints which mass extinction has just been
In the following interview, palae- give us information, for example, completed. As the gorge formed

What secures the maintenance of the gorge?

However, South Tyrol’s Grand
Canyon is also an important
scientific location. It provides information about the origin of the
rocks, about the climate and
about plant and animals living
250 million years ago. Miners
tried to find their luck in the
gorge, too, searching for sulphides and silver. Yet at the beginning of the 16th century the
project was abandoned. The
holes which they left behind in
the rocks can still be seen today.

In 2009 the gorge became part
of the UNESCO world heritage.
This means that it is a geological
and natural monument which
needs protection. Collecting stones or fossils, except for special
scientific purposes, as well as
constructions of any type are
therefore prohibited. The only
thing that leads through the
gorge is trails. Nevertheless, the
gorge does change. This change
is due to the natural weather
conditions and natural erosions.
In the last few years a lot of effective measures were taken to
preserve the gorge, to make it
more attractive for visitors and
above all, to inform them about
its uniqueness. In this way,
South Tyrol’s Grand Canyon raises environmental awareness
and contributes to the protection
of nature and of our world.

Great Barrier Reef at High Risk
by Andrea Peintner

Monday 22nd of March 2013:
I’m excited, I’m standing on the
edge of the boat far off the East
Coast of Australia, in the middle
of the Pacific Ocean. Today, finally one of my biggest dreams
is going to come true. My heart
is skipping beats – I jump! I feel
the freezing salty water touch my
skin. I open my eyes and here it
is: the Great Barrier Reef! Streams of tiny fish are surrounding
me, turtles swimming above me
and corals moving softly beneath
me. I join a group of bright-coloured fish. Suddenly a big flat blue
fish comes over to play with me.
I touch him with the top of my fingers. His skin feels smooth and
slimy at the same time.
As I swim along observing the
beauty of this unique underwater
world, all I feel is freedom. Complete silence, but then a clickclack – a fish picking at a coral.
It’s a small one but the sound is
spreading loudly all over, a calm
but loud sound in the middle of
silence. I move on and see an
anemone on the ground. I ap-

proach and shake it with my right
hand. Little shiny clown fishes
appear, swim in circles and head
back to the anemone again.
Then I notice a greasy black seacucumber right next to me on the
ground. I pick it up, it feels slimy
and it is moving like a ring cake.
I put it back again. Swimming on,
I spread my fingers and feel the
clear ocean water forcing its way
between them.

know, all I know is how relaxed
and weightless I’m feeling. My
breath is calm, I hear the suction
as I breathe in and see the water
blisters around my head as I breathe out. I watch the little bubbles rise in between turtles and
fish. I’m totally impressed by the
broad variety of sea life I get to
know. As I dive I become one
with nature and lose any sense
of time.

The pressure of the waves and
storms is light and almost flatters
my hands. I spot a huge mussel
underneath my feet! I cringe, the
surface of the mussel is grey but
as it opens it releases its pinkviolet inside. I watch it breathe.
Then I touch the mussel carefully
with the top of my finger, it shuts!
I frighten! After about two minutes it opens again showing its
beautiful colour. I turn round and
look up. I can’t recognise anything on the surface, the sparkling little circles the sun is
drawing on the water are the
only
thing
I
see.
I don’t know how deep I am right

I enjoy all the different species
and let myself take by the ocean
stream. No one can ever take
that feeling away from me - the
feeling of complete freedom and
unity with nature. However, as I
let myself carry away in one direction, sea life becomes rarer
and rarer. I wonder and continue
to dive. Then corals get less
shiny, grey, dead! As sea life disappears, the results of human
destruction appear! In front of me
there is no life anymore but I am
witness of a whole canyon of
mass coral bleaching!
The Great Barrier Reef, the co-

rals’ biggest living system covers
344,400 square kilometres in the
Pacific Ocean along the Coast of
Queensland and is the only living
organism that can even be seen
from outer space. The whole
system is built by tiny organisms,
so called coral polyps, which
guarantee its colourful diversity.
The reef is also home to over
1500 fish species, six species of
sea turtles and thirty species of
whales and dolphins, dugongs
and many more animals threatened with extinction. Facing serious threats like shipping or
climate change, mainly caused
by human beings, the Great Barrier Reef is considered to be placed on the disgraceful list of
World Heritage Sites in danger.
Nowadays the Great Barrier
Reef represents an important income factor when it comes to
tourism. Unfortunately, this lucrative business branch (6.1 billion
AUD per year) does not only
have positive consequences but
also harms the ecosystem. Pollution caused by sun oil of touPage 14
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They try to make people, locals
and tourists, aware of the importance of the conservation of the
Great Barrier Reef by providing
educative measures, or they also
try to reduce the destructive
emissions of farming which end
in the waters of the reef in order
to raise water quality. Moreover,
scientists are collecting and conserving sperms which can be
used in worst case to fertilise corals so that they exist again in a
future time.

Great Barrier Reef: Not only Australians, but people from all over the world are needed to save this gift of nature.

rists, rubbish, people’s desire to
take a little piece of it home as a
perfect souvenir or tourists’ insensibility towards this delicate
natural wonder, add to its’ decline.
When I was standing in front of
the massive area of dead sea life
I could prove human fault, which
deeply disappointed me. Another

major threat is the shipping industry, especially the coal shipping. The huge and massive coal
ships not only destroy the reef
with their fuel, but they also
make an infernally loud noise
which stresses marine life.
Moreover, the big ships need
enormous space, which is the
reason why this fantastic under-

water world needs to be dredged. Most of these threats could
be reduced if people wanted to,
but not much is happening
against the deliberate destruction of this paradise. However, there are certain projects
planned to protect the reef, the
Australian Marine Park Authority,
the government’s agency, has a
six-year plan to save the reef.

There are numerous Australian
but also international organisations such as “Fight for the Reef”
that fight against the destruction
of the Great Barrier Reef and
collect uncountable signatures to
stop Tony Abbott, the Australian
Prime Minister, from allowing the
big coal companies to dredge
and dump in the Great Barrier
Reef. Not only Australians, but
people from all over the world
are needed to save this gift of
nature.
Natural World Wonder, World
Heritage Site, largest Coral Reef
in the World, all of us have to
protect this uniqueness, the
Great Barrier Reef.

How sports can change people's minds
by Jessica Lerch

What is the first thing which comes into your mind when you think about Brazil? Summer feeling, warm hearted people, a wonderful nature, Samba, Caipirinha,
carnival, and, of course, soccer.

What is the first thing which
comes into your mind when you
think about Brazil? Summer feeling, warmhearted people, a
wonderful nature, Samba, Caipirinha, carnival, and, of course,
soccer. Almost everyone of us
knows that Brazil lives for its soccer team, they are crazy and
very patriotic about it and the
country is also even called "the
mecca of soccer".

In 2007, when it was announced that Brazil will be the host of
the Fédération Internationale de
Football Association, (FIFA)
World Cup in 2014, the economy
was booming. The then president Lula da Silva, which invented the "Bolsa Familia" welfare
programme, helped a million of
people out of extreme poverty
and the country was grouped as
one of the fast - developing Bric
economies.

No one expected that everything would change in 2014.
In this article I want to describe
the current situation in Brazil,
which includes demonstrations,
crimes and some interviews with
natives relating to the World
Cup.
March 2014, the soccer World
Cup event is moving closer and

the host is having a lot of troubles.
Lots of demonstrations are taking place all around the country,
in which especially the young
people take part. To indicate the
responsible persons that delays,
protests and deaths are causing
a big problem in Brazil, an attack
on the president's office was just
the latest alarming news.
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It started out when the state decided to raise the cost of living
and bus fares to get more money
because they noticed that the
millions of dollars, which they
have already spent, were not
enough to complete the construction of the stadium. Said increase hit the poor hardest due
to because they don't have
enough time to finish it.

about some changes because
the kids are our all future and if
they continue taking drugs and living on the streets our country
will get worse in the next few
years!"

The World Cup causes a lot of
deaths in Brazil, six workers
have been killed during the construction of the stadium. Everywhere around the country, on
Daniela Santos Viana, a stu- busses, taxis and walls you can
dent from Recife, says that, "the see "Não vai ter Copa!" written,
government is trying to sell the which means "No World Cup!"
image of a "perfect" country without which has no problems. The demonstrations are now far
They don't really care about their smaller than last year but that
people and the future, they only doesn't mean anything because
think about our money, for which they got bloodier. People are
we work hard, to have more or protesting against the biggest
less a normal life. The kids no- and most famous soccer event
wadays don't have any opportu- of the world.
nity if their parents don't have
enough money to pay for their Christopher Gaffney, a geograeducation which is one of the phy professor at the University in
biggest problems in our country. Rio de Janeiro, says: "Now we
The politicians don't see the have three fantastic events: The
poorness and the cry for help, Confederations Cup, the World
which is one of the reasons why Cup and the Olympics. The
the crime rate is escalating. That Country can fill up with tourists
won't change until the state and receive all the benefits from
starts to fight against it.
the tourists and Brazil's own
people are spoiling the party. I
The World Cup gives no bene- hope that people have good
fits and we are all very angry; if sense: let the World Cup pass
the state has enough money to on. Then we'll make up for the
build stadiums and fund FIFA, politicians who are robbing or diwhy don't they have enough verting" (Source: The Observer,
money for health care, building Sunday 16 February 2014 short
public schools, and making the version)
country safer. They should think

That is the point, people don't
want to wait and believe in fake
promises anymore, they want to
see changes. Since years they
are promising that they will have
a better health care, education,
and a safer country but until now
nothing of this has happened
yet, even quite the contrary, it
seems as if it is getting worse
and more dangerous than it was
before.

around in the streets. The Favelas, which which are small cities
inside the big ones, were built by
poor people on their own. Houses without roofs, no water,
where gangs rule the quarter
and the police can't do anything
because they are afraid themselves. This is the place where one
of the most famous soccer players, Ronaldinho Gaucho, was
born.

There have always been protests and demonstrations but
hardly anyone wrote about it,
now that the World Cup will take
place in Brazil, tourists are afraid
and everyone knows that it has
become worse because the
people there want to show the
world that the country has problems and that nothing is
changing. Those three events,
which were mentioned before,
were only the straws that broke
the camel's back.

Most of the kids have dreamed
to become a football hero to get
out of this quarter and to build up
a life without drugs and crime.
Kids play with all their hearts and
give their best only to get out of
this horrible lifestyle but everything has changed now.

It is a fact that the World Cup is
going to take place in Brazil, it
does not matter how much the
people fight against it but we all
have to be prepared.
The situation won't change and
you can assume that the crime
will rise, especially during the
World Cup.

Soccer isn't what it was before,
a country full corruption, inequality and false promises broke
their dream. Soccer has become
a horror since the World Cup. All
the money that flows into the
FIFA is the money which the
state could have used to make
their promises come true but nothing of this has happened.
The protests and demonstrations are a "cry for help" because
something has to change.

The crime in Brazil is another
very sensitive issue, as it has always been dangerous to walk

The Philippines
The most popular destination for sex tourists
by Bianca Hödl
The Philippines seem to be an
attraction to those people who
want to spend their holidays with
a woman or − even worse with −
a child. This sort of tourism is called “Sex-Tourism”. The Philippines are one of the most popular
destinations for sex tourists.

cannot even afford enough food
– they are starving. A lot of young
Filipinas are pushed to be prostitutes by their hopeless situation
and some families even regard
the selling of one of their kids to
human traffickers as the last
chance of survival. The system
of prostitution is dominated by foOver the last few years a lot of reign sex tourists who stream to
hotels, resorts, bars and clubs the Philippines having a lot of
have been opened on the Philip- money with them and a lot of dispines which have led to an in- gusting fantasies.
crease in tourism and therefore
also to a rising demand of pros- Prostitution on the Philippines is
titution and an increasing num- available in a lot of different plaber of cases of human trafficking. ces: in brothels and karaoke
bars, at escort services as well
Prostitution is just another as in massage parlors and on
symptom of poverty. 86% of the the street.
population have less money at
their disposal than is required to Angeles City, Olongapo, Pasay
live in conditions fit for human City and Subic Bay are famous
beings. 15 out of 100 families for sex tourism. One bar after

another opened with young
women working as so-called
“bargirls” who are willing to sell
themselves in order to secure
their own and their families’
lives. Most of the costumers are
East Asian, Western tourists and
businessmen who take advantage of the situation of those
girls. Some of them might know
that what they are doing is not

right at all, but most of them are
fairly certain that what they demand from the girls is justified.
Discussion forums on the Internet get published where experiences of sex tourists are shown.
The people publishing these reports are sure that the girls are
getting a fair payment out of this
job. They make themselves feel
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good by persuading themselves
into thinking that they do those
girls a favor.
The government states that official statistics are difficult to survey because of the peculiarity of
the subject. According to official
estimates carried out by the
CSEC there are 300,000 to

500,000 people living on the Philippines who are prostitutes out
of necessity. What makes the situation even worse is the fact
that more than a quarter of them
are still under 18. In Manila and
its surroundings there is an estimated number of 20,000 children
who are victims of this sexual exploitation. Nationwide it reaches

up to a number of 100,000 child
prostitutes. Therefore the Philippines are the fourth-most affected
country
by
child
prostitution.

wever, there are some organizations which are fighting against
sexual exploitation on the Philippines but as poverty and corruption are still major problems this
kind of tourism is still growing.

Though prostitution is illegal on
the Philippines, there is a lack of
laws to prosecute establishment
owners or their customers. Ho-

127 hours
Aron Ralston’s story of survival
by Eva Leiter
April 26, 2003: Why didn’t I tell
anyone else where I was going?
That was the question that the
27 year-old Aron Ralston was
asking himself probably all the
time trapped in a deep ravine of
Canyonlands National Park, in
Utah. He was sure to be condemned to die as nobody knew
where he was.
After five days of having his forearm jammed by a huge boulder, he was forced to amputate
his arm to survive. Thereby he
drew the media’s attention, so
that they even made a film with
the same title out of his autobiographical book 127 hours: Between a rock and a hard place.
The incomprehensible ordeal
of an American mountaineer
The now 38- year- old Aron
Aaron Ralston: The incomprehensible ordeal of an American mountaineer.
Ralston, who grew up in the suburbs of Indianapolis, Indiana, the very blunt knife of his utility Instead, he began to feel invinwas a bright student, and after tool was doomed to failure.
cible, and yet he did more chalhe had completed his degree he
lenging sports like extreme
worked for a while as an engi- Few days later there was no mountaineering or whitewater
neer in Arizona.
doubt that he had lost his arm rafting. However, there is a little
anyway, since everything was difference now, because starting
Though, as soon as he realized numb up to his fingertips, though from now on, he lets others know
that he couldn’t dedicate himself at that time there was still resis- where he is going.
to his greatest passion there, tance to what he would do later.
which has been hiking and climFor me it is unimaginable what
bing, he decided to move near to On the fifth day, due to halluci- this man did to survive. I would
the Colorado Rockies.
nations of his future son, he de- have rather died than cut my arm
termined to cut his arm off. He off, not only because of the pain
He set himself a goal to be the perceived that he could derive but also, because it costs somefirst one to ascend all 55 of the advantage from the leverage ef- body quite an effort to do so.
state’s mountains over 14,000ft fect of the boulder to break his
alone in winter. So, as he had not arm. Afterwards he severed his What is more, he was even able
finished his challenge yet by arm, which dragged on to one to do so with that dull knife of his
spring, he set out to go to a re- hour of excruciating pain, and multitool whereby the best surmote part of Utah, regrettably rappelled down to the floor of the geon would have his problems. I
without telling anyone else.
canyon.
really envy him for his strong will
to survive and his perseverance,
Equipped with climbing ropes, a There he was helped from a fa- he was having till his self- liberautility tool, some water and all the mily out hiking, which immedia- tion.
things necessary, the more than tely called the emergency
capable Ralston was climbing in services. Despite this horrible He just didn’t want his life to be
a ravine, when suddenly a boul- experience he has never stop- over, and as a young man he still
der hit and crushed his forearm. ped climbing and hiking and had his whole life in front of him.
Unfortunately, he could not get even managed to achieve his Thus, losing one arm has probafree of his own, and also the fu- goal to climb all 55 mountains.
bly been only a small price to pay
tile attempt to chip it away with
for Ralston. If you barely escape

being killed, you will appreciate
life more than ever before, and it
will let you enjoy every day as it
would be your last one.
Despite his accident Aron has
kept his tail up and has continued doing extreme sports, as
he says, “If the accident in Utah
hadn’t killed me, nothing could.”
I totally agree and understand
him, because what doesn’t kill
you makes you stronger. There
are so many people worldwide,
hit by terrible blows of fate that
come to terms with their situation, and go on living and enjoying their life after all. I particularly
admire these. Mostly, such
people are even happier and do
appreciate being alive than so
many others.
Aron Ralston can be definitely
counted among those.
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Europe and personal hygiene
From past to present
by Anne Haider

People in Europe spend much
more time in the bathoom nowadays than they did in the past.
Brushing the teeth, taking a shower, washing their hair, twice a
day; for most citizens of the European continent this is part of
their daily routine. This was not
always the case.
The consciousness concerning
personal hygiene and cosmetics
changed during the last 100
years. At the beginning of the
20th century, personal hygiene
was not that important in European society. After the First
World War, people had to save
resources and to build up an
existence. People who had access to precious water used it for
cooking rather than for washing.

hed their hair with egg shampoo,
which simply consisted of yolk,
eventually mixed with honey or
milk.
Men’s and women’s hygiene
in the past
Most men did regularly shave
their faces. Therefore they used
a razor blade which they sharpened on their leather belt. Women
didn’t wash more often than men
did, but they took more care
about their hair. As men were
supposed to wear a short haircut, they didn’t have to worry
about it a lot. Young girls often
had long braids; married women
braided a bun which was often
covered with a work bonnet.

Women washed their hair betAt the beginning of the 20th ween two and four times a
century
month. After washing the hair
with soap, baking soda or egg
In the morning, people used to shampoo, they used a sour rinse
briefly wash with cold water. of water with vinegar or lemon
Some people had to take it from juice. This was supposed to
a spring on the cord. The water smooth the hair structure and
was filled in a jar beneath their calm down the scalp. Combs
bed and used for cleaning the made from wood or horn and
face and feet. As most flats were brushes with bristles from wild
not heated during the winter pigs were used every day to remonths, the water surface got move dust or parasites.
topped with a thin ice layer.
Drapery bandages or simply
One day in the week was the another long layer of underclotwashing day for most families. hing were used for the monthly
For this, hardly heated water hygiene. While nowadays most
was filled in a big barrel. The fat- women use makeup, this was
her, who was the head of the fa- unusual 100 years ago. In the
mily, washed first. After him the first half of the 20th century, painmother went into the barrel and ted faces were associated with
after her the children, from the immoral women and prostitutes.
oldest to the youngest. Everyone
used the same water and nee- The rise of the cosmetic inded about 2-3 minutes to wash dustries
the whole body. As cleanser they
took curd soap for body and hair, During the twenties, labels like
if any.
Nivea or Chanel started to promote their products. By that time
A kind of all-round talent was people got conscious of cosmebaking soda. It was used for ba- tics and hygiene, as they were
king, as its name says, but also confronted with big posters shofor cleaning sinks, pots and other wing new products.
metallic items. People who
couldn’t afford special cosmetic There had developed a new
products used them for cleaning layer of society in Europe: the
their bodies.
middle class. From that time on
not only the rich ones could effort
Baking soda, dissolved in perfume or vanishing cream. As
water, was used to clean hair, companies started with mass
skin and even teeth. Rich far- production, the products also got
mers used products from their cheaper and were available to
farm for skin care. Women was- an increasing number of people.

Personal hygiene: Sometimes less can be more.

There was no longer only one
product to wash the whole body.
The cosmetic industry started to
produce and promote more specialised items.
Shelves in the Supermarkets
now got filled with face, body,
feet and hand cream; washing
fluids for the hair, the face, the
body, and the genital area; products to clean the teeth and the
tongue, mouthwash, hair tonic,
hair wax, hairspray, shampoo,
conditioner, deep conditioner,
and so on.
Having more money in their pockets and being surrounded by
ads, the bathrooms got filled with
more and more of these products.

lot of cleaning or care cosmetics
still contain dairy products,
honey or eggs. Beer in shampoos or hairspray can be used to
strengthen the hair structure.
Curd soap is still available in
shops and especially elderly
people like it for its simplicity. Baking soda is a kitchen helper as
well as an all-round talent in different areas.
The sense of hygiene has
changed a lot from the past to
now. Even if the product range
nowadays is much bigger, some
people are happy about the insider tips from their grandparents. Sometimes less can be
more.

What has been kept from the
past?
Some things which worked 100
years ago are still used today. A
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Cyberbullying
The cruel side of the virtual world
by Tina Siebler
some kind of way. In addition, it
also happens that people commit suicide probably because
they are already depressed and
can't handle the hate or harassment on the Internet anymore.

Everyone should think twice about what to say on the Internet, because
you'll never know what happens next.

An average person spends
about sixteen hours a week online. It is even said that young
people spend more time with
media than any single other activity except sleeping. The Internet is a virtual place where
people are able to hide themselves behind their screen and surf
on the World Wide Web. The
web allows us nearly everything.
We can create own webpages,
stay in contact with others
through social networks, upload
videos or even our own music.
Nevertheless, often also very
bad things occur.
So, besides all those positive
aspects, the web also increases
the cruelty in our world. Through
the web, it is easy to insult others without being actually near
by them. A statistic from the
website
BrandonGaille.com
shows that 69 % of young
people in the United Kingdom
have experienced cyberbullying
before the age of 18 and mostly
their parents don't have any clue
about it. Cyberbullying refers to

the process of harming or harassing others in a cruel and deliberate way online.
For instance, they spread rumors or lies. Or even post pictures of them without their
consent. For the victim it's often
a horror trip that never ends because the perpetrator continues
the action sometimes indefinitely
or for a long time. The National
Crime Prevention Council describes cyberbullying the following way: “When the Internet,
cell phones or other devices are
used to send or post text or
images intended to hurt or embarrass another person."
The most common way on the
web to bully someone around is
through social networks. One of
the most popular ones is Facebook with about 25 million
monthly active users. In the last
year, about one million children
had to contend with cyberbullying on Facebook. 90% of the
victims said that they just ignored it but it hurt everyone in

to find the responsible perpetrator for her death and swore a
payback. Anonymous is a loosely associated hacktivist group
which promotes anonymous social engagement by direct action.

One incredible and well-known
example of this is the death of
Amanda Todd. Amanda was a
girl who lived in the United Kingdom and died with the age of
only 15 years. She „flashed“ online via webcam. To flash means
in this context that she took off
her shirt and was naked for a
few seconds. Her strange chat
partner took a photo of her and
spread it worldwide on the web.
She got bullied her whole life because of this little mistake she
made when she was about 12
years old. The perpetrator followed her everywhere even after
she had moved to several other
places and changed school.

Fortunately, there are also a lot
of campaigns which throw light
on this terrible rising trend of insulting someone on the Internet.
One of those is for example the
Cybersmile Foundation. Their
mission is to give people advice
in general as well as to support
those who are affected.
In addition, there are also some
laws to avoid cyberbullying or
cyberstalking especially in the
United States of America. Other
common places besides the Internet where people often bully
around are the workplace,
school or university.

He never left her alone and
showed the pictures to everyone
she got to know. And everyone
started to hate and harass her
because she showed herself
naked on a random chat. A few
days before her death, she published a video with her life story
handwritten on cards. It was a
cry for help. Amanda already
tried to kill herself with bleach,
but it didn't work. After that,
people even told her that it's a
pity and that she should try it
again. Her second attempt to
commit suicide was a success.

All in all, it is important to inform
children as well as parents more
about what is really going on online. Even though the importance of this topic has risen a lot
in the last years, there is still not
enough attention towards to it.
The Internet will affect our life in
the future more than ever.
So, it is important to know how
to protect yourself from cyberbullying. You can get a lot of information about it on the web.
Furthermore, don't publish any
things which can be used
against you. For example pictures which are too sexually explicit.

She hung herself. Her video
gained a lot of attention. It has
currently about 9 million views
and is available on the Youtube
account
“TheSomebodytoknow”. Even the famous internet
phenomenon Anonymous tried

Everyone should think twice
about what to say on the Internet, because you'll never know
what happens next.

Down syndrome
The disappearing child
by Marion Gallmetzer
Since in 2004 the Danish National Board of Health introduced
new guidelines for prenatal
screening and diagnosis, the
number of newborn with Down
syndrome declined rapidly. The
Danish government has offered,
as first country in Europe, all
pregnant women free prenatal

screenings in the first trisemester
to determine if the foetus is afflicted with Down’s syndrome.
On the basis of this assessment,
future parents can be informed
about their risk to have a baby
with trisomy 21.
In Emmy's case, the likelihood

ratio to have Down syndrome
was 1 out of 800, which is quite
low. The first weeks were very
hard for the family. Martin and
Karina, Emmy's parents, were on
an emotional roller coaster: desperation and perplexity alternated with hope and happiness. A
week after they had left the hos-

pital, they met another family
where the child has the same
disability. The twelve year old
boy showed them that he is a
normal growing boy who plays
and walks like every other child
at his age. This experience relieved the parents from their sorrows and gave them hope to be
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good parents.
After that, Emmy's parents joined a Danish support group.
This group pacified the parents
because the other families talked
to them about the disability and
showed them how to deal with it.
But for Danish parents with a
Down syndrome baby it gets
more and more complicated to
find families with the same destiny. With the impact of the new
national screening policy in Denmark the number of newborn babies with a genetic defect has
been halved within a year. While
between 2000 and 2004 circa 65
children with trisomy 21 were
born, between 2005 and 2006
mothers gave birth only to 32
children with Down syndrome.
This number dwindles and will
dwindle every year. Down syndrome may already have started

to disappear from our society,
but Denmark could be the first
country without a single citizen
having Down syndrome. As
such, if progress continues at
this rate, the last case to be born
with the illness in Denmark will
be around the year 2030.

drome. But Lilian Bondo, a member of the Denmark Ethics Committee makes an effort to draw
society's attention to discussing
how they should draw the line. “I
do not want a society in which
sorting by [testing] is the norm”
she says.

Meanwhile, also in Austria abortion after the first trimester is allowed, but only if the doctor finds
an abnormality at the prenatal
screening that endangers the health of body and mind of the future mother. In 90% of the cases
the parents decide to abort the
baby. Therefore, in 2013 there
were only 27 babies with trisomy
21. All together, circa 9000
people with Down syndrome live
in Austria.

The fact is that 92% of mothers
who discover that their unborn
child has Down syndrome
choose abortion. “There must be
more effort to inform women
about the positive aspects of life
with Down syndrome, the support services available or that
there is a list of hundreds of families waiting to adopt a child
with Down syndrome”, emphasizes Lilian Bondo. Otherwise babies like Emmy won't be born
anymore. Although she is a healthy, five-year old girl.

So “What's next? Is the child
born with diabetes [to] be discarded?” asks Ulla Brendstrup, the
mother of a child with Down syn-

fact she has one chromosome
more. So are the reasons and
justifications for our society to
end a pregnancy ethically acceptable? Tolerance will change into
irresponsibility. It is possible that
families who “choose” not to
abort when “abnormalities” are
discovered will be called irresponsible. Having a child with trisomy 21 is often connected with
no possible benefits. Emmy's
mother points out that they have
been astonished to learn of the
joy, bonding and love such a
child can bring to a family.

The only thing which distinguishes her from other children is the

The big money in sports
by Daniel Raab

David Beckham, Kobe Bryant
and Tiger Woods. These are
well-known names all over the
world when it comes to rich and
successful sport athletes. Everybody knows that they are making
an insane amount of money. But
not only the big sports offer a lot
of money. Other forms of competitive sports with high earnings
include poker or chess. In the following, I will try to bring a little
light into this mysterious land of
milk and honey and compare the
different forms of sports and their
sources of incomes with each
other.
When it comes to salary, the
NBA is the leader of high paid
hobbies that have turned into
profession. And the leader of the
leaders is Kobe Bryant. His basketball team, the Los Angeles
Lakers, pays him $25.2 million
annually, which is $3 million higher than any other basketball
player in the world. His popularity
helped him to sign deals with
brands all over the globe like
Nike, Panini or Turkish Airlines.
These sponsors help him to
amass $28 million annually on
top of his salary and add up to
$53.2 million.

Is there more money in sports perhaps than in translation?

endorsements. LeBron James'
deals with Nike, McDonald's and
Coca-Cola crown him the king of
private sponsorships. His total
earnings add up to $49 million of
which $33 million come from endorsements. The only reason
why his salary is low compared
to Bryants' is that his club, the
Miami Heats, had to stay under
the salary cap that the NBA introduced, which is a limit to the total
amount of money one team can
Even though Bryant leads in pay their athletes.
amount of salary, there is one
man in his league to top him in The second sport we will have

a look at is football. Even though
Lionel Messi is ranked higher in
terms of salary, he is far behind
David Beckham in general earnings. Messi receives payments
in form of $19.3 million in salary
and $20 million a year of endorsements while, in 2012, Beckham earned a total of $50.6
million. However, only $6.6 million of this money was his salary
from the contract with Los Angeles Galaxy. The other $44 million
came from his commercial deals
with H&M and other companies.
After signing with Paris St. Ger-

main in 2013 he even donated
his whole salary to a children's
charity. The amount is still
unclear, but is well over $1 million.
The next forms of sport are
mental rather than physical and
are only considered a sport if
done competitively. We will start
things of with poker. On top of
the all time money list sits Antonio Esfandiari with $26,219,676
of prize money. Like every professional poker player, Esfandiari
is not paid annually by an assoPage 20
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ciation. The only way of income
is the prize money and appearances on TV and other minor
commercial deals. The problem
for professional poker players is
that poker is widely recognized
as a form of gambling and hence
is not popular in marketing other
products. The players' biggest
contracts are deals with bigger
online poker websites who pay
for their buy-ins in tournaments.
Another rather unpopular sport
with big money flow is chess.
Current leader is Viswanathan
Anand. The Indian grandmaster
is on top of the list with an estimated $2,000,000 of prize
money in 2012, of which
$1,530,000 come from the World
Chess Championship Match
alone. The other sources of income, like writing books or
coaching, provide a big amount

of the money a professional
chess player earns and the figures of those remain unknown
and unique to each player himself. Another thing you have to
consider is that most professional chess players have another
job besides their competitive
activities.
Now let's get to an unknown
kind of sport. Video game tournaments gained a big rise over
the last few years and the biggest game in this industry is
'League of Legends' with its own
league, the 'League of Legends
Championship Series' (LCS).
The regular LCS team consists
of five players and everyone of
them gets paid $20,000 per split.
For reference, one season consists of two splits, each lasting
five months. On top of this salary,

the players earn the prize money
of different tournaments and the
league itself. Leader of the list is
the South-Korean player Jung
'Impact'
Uhn-young
with
$222,963, whose team SK Telecom T1 won the world championship for $1,000,000. These
figures seem low compared to all
the others mentioned before but
eSports (electronic sports), as it
is known in the internet, has one
advantage over all the others.
The players stream their personal practise on websites like
twitch.com and get paid for the
amount of spectators they
achieve regularly. These practise
matches generally attract round
about 15,000 concurrent viewers
with peaks up to 50,000. Carlos
'Ocelote' Rodriguez is a good
example for this trend. He never
won a major tournament and his
team, SK Gaming, nearly was

relegated in 2012. However, with
the help of streaming, sponsorships and merchandising he
claims to have earned close to
$1,000,000 in the same year.
Of course there is a big gap between a regular professional
player and the top of the world,
but the amount of money a single person can make, just because he made his hobby to a
profession, is unbelievably high.
Even amateurs get paid a surprisingly high amount if the sport is
popular enough. In the end it just
comes down to how many
people are watching and what
sponsors are willing to pay.

Addiction to beauty
A new lifestyle is born
by Katharina Kujal

that one can get obsessed with
one’s appearance. There are a
few of these addicts who are so
obsessed with their appearance
that they will try and find the
smallest problems and go under
the knife just to correct that nonexistent imperfection.
Once one recognizes how easy
it is to change parts of one’s own
body one will start seeing the
“imperfections” in oneself and
will want to make them “perfect”.

a catalogue of noses, breasts or
faces that you can choose from,
so basically you can start “shopping” for your new nose, your
new breasts or a whole new
body.

Who is at fault? Is it the surgeon's responsibility to say "no" to
someone who has had countless
cosmetic surgery procedures?
For an example at a bar, it is the
bartender duty to "cut off" the
person who had too much to
drink. Does the surgeon decide
when to draw the line? Should
patients have the right to have as
many surgeries as they are willing to pay for, even when a compulsion for perfection is obvious?

Do you think you would be able
to resist making yourself look
more beautiful if you had the
chance? There is a point to
which people get obsessed and
start to get lost in the world of
plastic surgery. In these common
days of social media everyone is
posting photos of themselves
and people are constantly finding
ways to look better. It is known

Nowadays plastic surgery is a
multi-billion dollar industry. The
figures from the International Society of Aesthetic Plastic Surgeons (ISAPS) show that in 2011,
15 million people across the
globe turned to plastic surgery to
enhance their looks and more
than 219,000 cosmetic procedures were done on patients aged
18 and younger in 2008.

Do you think you would be able to resist making yourself look more beautiful if you had the chance?

Are you happy with what you
look like? Do you think you could
find more ways to look “perfect”
in the eyes of society? Appearance is classified as one of the
major factors in today's society.
Living in the times where appearance is everything creates
questions that are addressed to
the majority. These questions
can be: How important is selfimage to one? Does one think he
or she would look better if they
underwent a nose job, liposuction or even a breast enhancement?
These questions will run
through the majority of society

these days. There is a saying
that goes around. It states that
nobody is perfect, but why so?
Why do people believe that? In
these days we are forced to believe that the most beautiful
women are those that appear in
magazines and adverts, however in all of these photos those
women have been photoshopped and changes have been
made to them to make them look
perfect. This example goes back
to plastic surgery as it is easy to
"photoshop" oneself by a quick
visit at the Beauty Doctor. It is
just a visit to a plastic surgeon
and then he or she will show you
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The USA remains the plastic
surgery capital of the world when
it comes to sheer numbers of
lifts, tucks and implants, an international survey shows. Brazil is
not far behind, according to the
latest analysis from the ISAPS.
But rates by population actually
are higher in South Korea,
Greece and Italy, where more
than 10 procedures were performed for every 1,000 people in
2011, according to a breakdown
of the data by the Economist.
Most teens seek plastic surgery
to improve their appearance or
to increase self-esteem. Teens
often report that their self-image
and self-confidence improves
when their perceived physical
shortcomings are corrected. It
often starts with, "Hey, did you
see that kid's nose?" or “Look, at
that flat chested person, I can’t

see if it is a girl or a boy!”- without thinking of the pain it may
cause. A constant barrage of
cruel remarks often drives teens
to take surgical action.

Then I had a boob job and a
nose job. My first Botox was
when I was 19 years old and the
boob job the next year and the
nose job the year after that.

is a very expensive habit. I find
that one can get lost in always
trying to enhance oneself. But if
there is a way to improve one’s
beauty then why not? But there
is a point when one can actually
I asked my friend Nina, an Why did you want this so forget what one’s target is and
American girl, 24 years old, what badly and would you do it go too far. I have seen the effects
she experienced when she went again?
and it has turned many people
under the knife and which
into hideous people.
changes she made to herself. I N: I was not comfortable with
interviewed her and asked her a myself, I felt that there was more To conclude, it is evident that in
few questions to find out from that needed to be done to help this society that we live in appeaher why and when she decided me increase my confidence. I rance is everything and we will
to change something on her think that I would do another sur- do whatever it takes to be the
body and if she really felt better gery again if I feel I needed to, best that we can be with the help
afterwards.
but at the current moment I am of surgeons and unnatural
very happy with the outcome of means. “Natural beauty” is not
What beauty surgeries did all my procedures.
that natural anymore, and, who
you have and when was your
knows, sooner or later we will
first one?
Do you think after your first live in a world where we all look
one you started wanting the same.
N: The first procedure I have more? Can people become adhad was Botox. Ever since I dicted to beauty?
started with Botox I can honestly
say that I felt better about myself. N: Yes I would want more but it

When art comes alive
by Elisa Neundlinger

3D street art is a modern type
of art, which first came up in
1982 when Kurt Wenner combined his own visual imagination
with the traditional street arts
techniques. He created distorted
pictures which, from a certain
perspective, appeared to be real
3D objects.
Many artists followed this new
trend, but there is one that really
achieved success with his work:
Edgar Müller. The German painter was born in 1968 and discovered his passion soon. At the
age of 16, he took part in his first
competition and with 25 he
started
travelling
through
Europe, organising and participating in different workshops and
street art events. Nowadays he
devotes himself fully to 3D street
art. We were lucky enough to get
an interview with the impressive
artist:

3D street art: Many artists followed this new trend, but there is one that really achieved success with his work: Edgar
Müller.

When did you start with 3D
derstreet art and what inspired stand their quality and this, in
you to do so?
turn, has a high impact on the income of a sidewalk artist.
I created my first street painting
at the age of 16, at a competition About 15 years ago the advertifor pavement artists in Germany. sing industry recognized the
Back then my paintings were al- power of pavement paintings
most always copies of the so-cal- and they began to use them as
led “old masters”. This comes oversized promotion posters lodue to the fact that those pain- cated in public, where they reatings have a high recognition ched a maximum of people.
value, which makes it easier for When the first 3D street art painthe viewers to recognize and un- tings came up, they immediately

understood that this type of art provided an even better way to
promote their products. For a
long time I was the one who served the advertising industry with
those paintings and I earned a
lot of money.
But this wasn’t what I wanted to
do in my life. I was depressed
and I asked myself how I could
get out of that. Painting my first
large-sized 3D-Picture “The Wa-

terfall” was the first step in the right
direction, as it felt much better
doing something that I liked rather than following blindly and
strictly some advertising assignments like a robot. I realized
that the only way to get back my
authenticity as an artist was to
create paintings that were formed and planned by myself. This
is the reason why I divested myself from my business partner
and started to do my own thing.
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spend painting.
Did you have a special edu- The painting itself endures apcation which taught you how proximately one week.
to do 3D pavement paintings?
What happens when it starts
I studied communication design to rain?
but I am convinced that the solutions and techniques you work In the past, when I used chalk,
for by yourself are much more rain was a big problem, as none
important than those that ten of the protections, neither foils
nor tents, provided a secure way
professors try to teach you.
to keep the painting dry. Back
How much time does it take then I had the attitude of going
to create one of those large- back home and doing another
painting the next day.
size street paintings?
Today I am booked by diverse
Sometimes months pass from institutions and they are the ones
the first planning to the actual who care about protection.
realization. Normally, the time
needed to come up with a good How do you decide on the
idea is longer than the time you motives of your paintings?

create 3D paintings?
Working for advertising industries, the motives depended on
the clients wishes, as is usual for
this branch. Today I enjoy the liberty of deciding about what and
how to paint.

I went to many different countries around the world. It would
be boring to list them all. Regarding the continents, Australia is
still missing.
What’s the most difficult part
Which is you favourite work? about creating 3D pictures?
In my opinion painting buildings
As every project brings lots of and architecture is very difficult.
emotions, souvenirs and experi- I had to do that in the past and I
ences with it, it is hard to say am glad that I don’t have to do it
which one I like best. However, anymore.
the painting “The Ice Crevice”
brought me a lot of public atten- Thank you very much for
tion- what else could an artist your time, Mr Müller. I wish
want?
you all the best for your future
projects!
Which countries have you already been to in order to

Ana Mendieta: Traces
Exhibition at Museum der Moderne, Salzburg
by Ursula-Joanna Emmanuilidou
that included silhouettes of her
body created in mud, earth,
rocks, wild flowers and leaves,
performance pieces that evoked
the folk and occult traditions of
her homeland. Here she utilizes
nature as her canvas and her
medium. The artist uses her
body to create silhouettes in
open spaces. Photographs are
the link chosen to convey to the
public her mystic-artistic liturgy.
One of her most poetic pieces,
Entierro del Ñañigo. Ñañigo Burial (1976) is a floor installation of
black candles outlining the contour of the artist’s naked body.

It has been more than a month
since the day I went to the exhibition of Ana Mendieta in the Museum der Moderne, in Salzburg,
but I can still vividly remember
her passionate struggle to define
her female body. Stepping up the
stairs to get to the third floor,
where the exhibition is taking
place, I am holding in my hands
an information sheet about Mendieta’s furious life: about her forced immigration from the heat
and fire Cuba to puritan Iowa
and her parting from her family,
about her many inspirational
sources and her early and unexpected death.
Entering the first room I am facing some of her early performances:
photographic
self-portraits, in which she presses her face and naked body
against glass to distort her features (Glass on Body 1972) or
pictures herself dripping in blood,
after being supposedly raped

(Rape Scene 1973) or disguises
as a man with glued-on facial
hair (Facial Hair Transplant
1972). If this first composition
could be seen in succession as
of one complete attempt to „locate her body“, she is actually
distorting it to show its possibility
to maintain its characteristics
even though it has been distorted; it is still in possession of
power.
Moreover, this is a way for Mendieta to introduce herself: to be
defined as a female, before moving to her just following attempt
to show what she as a woman is
trying to fight against through this
specific work: the horror of male
sexual violence in woman raping. This succession is closing
with her amazing self-mockery,
wearing a men’s beard; it is as if
she wants to say: „it is ridiculous
for us, women, to pretend we are
the same with men or to even try
to become like them - especially

when it is so ambiguous that we
are in the possession of something as powerfull as the female
body“.
Mendieta uses blood as much
in her Rape Scene, as well as in
other performances or shortfilms; it assigns in this way to itself a ritual meaning. Inspired
both by the Yoruba “santería”
practiced in Cuba and by the
cathartic performances of the
Viennese Actionists, the artist attributed to this fluid a powerful
and magical strength. The female body presented in Mendieta’s production is intimately
related to two notions which are
inseparable in her work: those of
life and death.
Two rooms later I am standing
in front of her Silueta series
(1973-1980). In natural environments, back in Cuba, as well as
in her beloved Mexico, she created a diverse collection of work

Through these works, which
cross the borders between performance, film and photography,
Mendieta explores her relationship with place, as well as a major
relationship with the Mother
Earth. She has realized how important and powerfull the
knowledge of locale is.
But, as Rich detects in her
Notes towards a Politics of Location, “In creating our centers and
our own locals, we tend to forget
that our centers displace others
into the peripheries of our making“. Against this totalizing
gaze, Rich points out that we
need to replace the assumption
of universalism and construct a
feminist theory that starts from
the fragments of one's own body.
In this part of Mendieta’s work,
which she herself described as
„earth-body“ art, she seems to
struggle for that same view of the
second wave feminism.
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Pictures that affect the world
This year, the exhibition World Press Photo once again excels in presenting a large variety of globally and
socially relevant photography.
by Sarah Oberthaler
Razor-sharp,
unbelievably
straight and unique in their perspective. Moments, directly captured from daily life: political and
social issues, economic affairs,
creative work, sporting events
and fascinating views of nature.
A panorama which leads straight
through the year 2013: It shows
pictures from all over the world,
from apparently mundane incidents and from moments of tragic,
inhuman
and
cruel
calamities. Hardly any picture is
staged, most of the photographs
seem to be taken incidentally.
This year, the exhibition “World
Press Photo” presents this impressive wide range of images
for the 56th time and the following is to be said in advance:
This will move you to tears – in
every sense.
I am facing the winning picture
of 2013. Something terrible must
have happened. It shows a
scene in a bombed-out, destroyed and dirty alley, tainted
with sadness. It is a moment full
of tears, poignant grief and blank
despair. What could be even
worse than carrying your own
children to their grave?
I get completely involved with
this image; I let myself get carried away by all those strong
emotions and impressions. For a
few seconds, I feel like being
part of the scene, as if I had accomplished a journey to Syria to
share the grief of this family, as if
the last way of these children
happened directly in front of me,
it almost feels as if I had lost a
child myself.
I realize that this picture does
not only tell a horrifying story, but
is actually part of our world process and history. The accompanying text of the photo recalls
this fact again. This picture sym-

Pictures that are razor-sharp, unbelievably straight and unique in their perspective.

bolically illustrates the consistently escalating conflict between
Palestinians and Israelis in the
Gaza Strip in recent decades –
and the poor and weak suffer
most.

ries, including “Spot News”, “General News“, “Observed Portraits”, “Staged Portraits”, “Sports
Action”, “Sports Features”, “Contemporary Issues”, “Daily Life”
and “Nature”.

History, the way it is depicted
here, makes me reflective and
brings up uncomfortable truths.
It exceeds every written word,
lingers in the memory, regardless of whether we want to be
confronted with it or not.
But what actually is it that
makes these pictures that captive and thought-provoking? In
an Interview, Paul Hansen, the
photographer of the winning
picture answers : “I believe in the
power of visual journalism to inspire and shape us. I want to
give the world a wake-up call.
That is exactly what rouses my
passion for photography.”

Altogether, 54 pictures from 32
countries have been priced. The
circulating exhibition “World
Press Photo” guested in 45
countries. The exposition started
in Amsterdam, where the World
Press Photo Foundation is headquartered.
Founded in 1955, “World Press
Photo” is known for holding the
world's largest and most prestigious annual press photography
contest. According to Prince
Constantijn of the Netherlands,
who is currently the patron of the
Foundation, “World Press Photo
is committed to supporting and
advancing high standards in
photojournalism and documentary photography worldwide. It
strives to generate wide public
interest in and appreciation for
the work of photographers and
for the free exchange of information.”

In 2013, photo journalists of 124
countries submitted 103,481
photographs for the world’s largest photo competition. A 19headed expert panel awarded a
prize to the winning picture of the
year and particularly felicitous
snapshots in 9 different catego-

In reply to the question concer-

ning the activities of the Foundation, Pieter Broertjes, former editor-in-chief
de
Volkskrant
explains: „Our activities include
organizing an annual contest,
exhibitions, the stimulation of
photojournalism through educational programs, and creating
greater visibility for press photography through a variety of publications.”
However, since 2011, World
Press Photo has also initiated a
separate annual contest for journalistic multimedia productions,
and, in association with Human
Rights Watch, the annual Tim
Hetherington Grant.
Back to the pictures: refugees,
who are trying to get through a
barb wire fence, two figures enmeshed in a fencing bout , a girl,
reading amidst piles of rubbish,
a crouched soldier, clutching his
weapon, ready to fire, a colourful
bird with blue eggs, penguins,
swimming in crystal clear water
– the abundance of the pictures
inspires and upsets at the same
time. The exhibition „World Press
Photo 2013“ is well worth seeing,
but from time to time no light
fare.
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