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This lecture deals with Panikkar’s philosophy of dialogue in general and in particular
in its application to inter-religious dialogue (hereafter IRD). For Panikkar IRD is
itself a religious quest, involving both a deep understanding of the other and in
the process of oneself, both inter-religious and intra-religious. This entails the
difficult process of trying to understand the other as she understands herself with
all the epistemological, existential and religious challenges involved. Such deep
understanding by no means precludes critique, but critique from a sympathetic
and informed perspective. Panikkar distinguishes between dialectical and
dialogical dialogues, the first one being more intellectual and discursive, the
second more personal and existential. The goal of the first is deeper intellectual
comprehension, while that of the latter is mutual personal transformation.

Joseph Prabhu is Professor of Philosophy and Religion (Emeritus) at California
State University, Los Angeles (CSULA) and Adjunct Professor of Religion at
Claremont Graduate University. He is both a scholar and a peace activist. As Scholar
with Indian theological background he has been involved with ecumenical and
interfaith dialogue for almost fifty years both at the World Council of Churches

in Geneva and the Parliament of the World’s Religions in Chicago. Three areas

of his current writing and research are Panikkar and interreligious dialogue,

Gandhi and peace studies as well as Hegel and cross-cultural hermeneutics.
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