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Concrete particular objects (e.g., living organisms) figure saliently in our every-
day experience as well as our in our scientific theorizing about the world.  A hylo-
morphic analysis of concrete particular objects holds that these entities are, in 
some sense, compounds of matter (hūlē) and form (morphē or eidos). The Ground-
ing Problem asks why an object and its matter (e.g., a statue and the clay that con-
stitutes it) can apparently differ with respect to certain of their properties (e.g., the 
clay’s ability to survive being squashed, as compared to the statue’s inability to do 
so), even though they are otherwise so much alike.  In this paper, I argue that a hylo-
morphic analysis of concrete particular objects, in conjunction with a non-modal 
conception of essence of the type encountered for example in the works of Aris-
totle and Kit Fine, has the resources to yield a solution to the Grounding Problem.

Kathrin Koslicki is Professor and Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Epis-
temology and Metaphysics in the Department of Philosophy at the 
University of Alberta, Canada.  Her research interests in philosophy 
lie mainly in metaphysics, the philosophy of language and ancient 
Greek philosophy, particularly Aristotle.  In her two books (The Struc-
ture of Objects, OUP, 2008; and Form, Matter, Substance, OUP, 2018), 
she defends the Aristotelian doctrine of hylomorphism, according to 
which objects are compounds of matter (hulē) and form (morphē). 
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