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GUEST LECTURE
“Christian Interaction with 
Muslims: Ignatian Criteria“

Felix Körner S.J.
Professor of Dogmatics, Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome

Monday 22 October 2018, 6 p.m.
Madonnensaal - Karl-Rahner-Platz 3 - 2nd Floor
Words of Welcome: Bishop Hermann Glettler

Christian–Muslim Dialogue may be celebrated as today’s prime problem solver and may be condemned 
to be the cause of a current confusion in issues of faith, values and identity. When stuck in an impasse, 
Jesuits tend to consult their tradition, their experiential way of facing challenges – nameley “Ignatian 
Spirituality”. In the founding history of the Society of Jesus, Islam and dialogue (the adventure of 
constructive encounter) were at the horizon, but they were no determinant factors. However, the first 
Jesuits had an apostolic, cultural and scientific interest in the otherness of other believers. The lecture 
uses Ignatian key concepts and figures to develop criteria for a Christian-Muslim dialogue faithful to 
human reason, Church teaching and the testimony of Jesus.

Prof. DDr. Felix Körner, S.J. is one of the leading experts on Islam in the Catholic Church. Holding 
doctorates both in Islamic Studies (PhD, Bamberg) and Systematic Theology (S.T.D., Fribourg), Felix 
Körner now serves as a professor of dogmatics at the Theological Faculty of the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, Rome. His research interests are theology of interreligious dialogue and contemporary Islamic 
theology. Among his books are Alter Text – Neuer Kontext. Koranhermeneutik in der Türkei 
heute, Freiburg (Herder) ²2015, and Kirche im Angesicht des Islam. Theologie des interreligiösen 
Zeugnisses, Stuttgart (Kohlhammer) 2008.

Universität Innsbruck - Katholisch-Theologische Fakultät – 6020 Innsbruck
www.uibk.ac.at/systheol
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