Here is an abstract for a paper I would like to present at the next COV&R gathering. My book has just been published by Novalis entitled From Violence to Blessing--How an Understanding of Deep-Rooted Conflict Can Open Paths to Reconciliation. 

At the AAR, Sandy Goodhart asked that it be the basis of discussion at the next AAR COV&R gathering in Atlanta. I look forward to seeing you in June. 

Economic Life: Violence or Blessing 
The economy, whether public or underground, brings people into many different relational systems including a relationship with the economy itself. In many cases the identities of people are defined primarily in terms of economic life. This means that Homo economicus is vulnerable to mimetic structures of violence that are closely connected with emotions. For example, an attack on identity need satisfiers of meaning, connectedness, agency, security and recognition results in anger, sadness, depression, fear and shame respectively. The economically defined person feels such an attack through mimetic rivalries that point out personal inadequacy or through obstacles to need satisfaction. The challenge is to redefine the parameters of economic life so as to create mimetic structures of blessing. This entails moving beyond self-interest to mutual identity need satisfaction resulting in self-esteem, self-respect, self-confidence and self-actualization. 
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"Always be open to surprizes of the Spirit."
