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Three concepts of envy: Rawls, Girard and Libreria delle Donne di Milano 

In A Theory of Justice (1971) John Rawls stresses the importance of rationality and detaches all passion and desire from the “original position”. Later on he takes into consideration that envy plays an important role in society. He points out that society has to find ways to overcome it. A totally different approach towards envy has the Libreria delle Donne di Milano (Wie weibliche Freiheit entsteht. 1988). In their Thinking of Difference the members of the Libreria stress the point that envy helps us to find out what we need and want; it is a starting point which opens the chance to meet our desire, to encounter with other women (and men), to learn from them and to improve our situation in connectedness and support.

This paper will go through this three concepts of envy, questioning each by the other, see if they can enrich each other and lead us to a more fully understanding of this passion in our present public (political) and private life. 

