"Passion in the Hebrew Bible:  Mimesis and the Terror of Isaac"

by Sandor Goodhart
My presentation will describe the way the Hebrew Bible examines the dysfunctional family of Yitzhak (Isaac).  I will look at some of the causes of that dysfunctional behavior (Yitzhak's "terror"), some of its manifestations (deception, theft, blinded judgement among family members), and some of the ways that the children--and Yaakov (Jacob) in particular--must learn to act to break away from that family.  These lessons will take place for Yaakov in a number of distinct areas:  (1) in his relationship to God, (2) in his relationship to his brother, Esau; (3) in his relationship to his own wives, Lea and Rivka, and his uncle Lavan (Laban); (4) in his relationship to his father and mother; and (5) in his relationship to his own children and his parenting of them.

