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The paper will focus on the topics of competition, greed, envy, and corruption in Michael Ridpath's thriller Free to Trade. Ridpath situates his novel in England's financial center, the City of London. The relationships between the characters are determined by fierce competition, ruthlessness, and rivalry. Protagonist Paul Murray, a junior bond trader who is new to the job, gets trapped in a web of intrigues. After the murder of a glamorous colleague he ends up being framed for murder, since his attempts to find an explanation raise suspicions. In addition to those allegations he is being accused of insider trading and loses his job. 

The central topic of Free to Trade is the competition among people in the world of high finance. Every employee's value as person and professional depends on his or her trading success only. This results in ruthless behavior among the traders of the investment management companies. Ridpath's fictional world of high finances is a place of bonfire of the Vanities. Symbols of material wealth determine the relationship among the people. The mechanisms which become visible in the interactions of the high ranked employees can be explained with patterns Jean-Pierre Dupuy and Paul Dumouchel have discussed in Die Hölle der Dinge. In Ridpath's characters the childish inclination of adults surfaces in their constant strive for money, prestige, and professional success. Envy and imitation develop a powerful dynamic. 

Mimetic desire is a central aspect in the interactions of the characters. Since the desires of people are always connected to their social and professional environment, Ridpath's characters all strive to make as much money as they can. Money is the most desirable and most precious value. But it is not enough to appropriate the money of a rival, it is also necessary to defeat the rival and push him out of the business. The investment companies in the City of London are presented as sources of envy and greed. In many cases professional successes are achieved on the expense of a third party. Hidden and obvious scapegoat mechanisms which are decisive factors in the business life that is represented in the novel will be subject of inquiry. 

