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In this paper, I contrast the notion of natural law on a se-
cularist scientific picture with the notion of natural law in the 
thought of Thomas Aquinas. I show the way in which the high-
ly various metaphysics of the two worldviews give rise to such 
divergent notions. In this connection, I look at contemporary 
arguments against reductionism in the sciences and in recent 
metaphysics. I argue that this new anti-reductionist approach 
sits more easily with the Thomistic worldview than with the 
secularist scientific view.
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extensive treatment of the problem of evil, „Wandering in Darkness: Narrative 
and the Problem of Suffering“ (Oxford, 2010). She has given the Gifford lec-
tures (Aberdeen, 2003), the Wilde lectures (Oxford, 2006), and the Stewart 
lectures (Princeton, 2009). She is past president of the Society of Christian 
Philosophers, the American Catholic Philosophical Association, and the Ame-
rican Philosophical Association, Central Division. 


