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Whether and to what extent the modern school of objective Bayesians can vindicate 
their view of probability is a matter of considerable significance. An important suggestion 
of theirs is that the maximum entropy principle can replace a principle which is known 
to get into paradoxical difficulties of non-uniqueness: the principle of indifference. I have 
shown elsewhere that the maximum entropy principle cannot get round Bertrand’s chord 
paradox. Yet objective Bayesians have recently taken to announcing they are unworried 
by non-uniqueness. In this paper I show that early objective Bayesians in part distingu-
ished themselves from subjective Bayesians over this very point. Furthermore, insofar 
as modern objective Bayesians claim to be offering a comprehensive and philosophical 
theory of probability that warrants the name ‘objective’, they must meet the constraint of 
uniqueness, since non-uniqueness is just a polite term for inconsistency.
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