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The general topic of this talk is the self-ascription of agency. | will explore
some influential models from the field of cognitive psychology defend-
ing the reductive view that the self-ascription of agency is a mere fiction.
These accounts will be the following: Theory-Theory of self-awareness,
Theory of Apparent Mental Causation, and Narrative theory of the Self.
The main focus will be an analysis of the empirical evidence used in these
three models. My claim is that this evidence doesn’t support necessarily a
reductive ontological account of agency. Finally, | want to point at some
alternatives of how to think about agency, which by avoiding to conceive
of the self as a (immaterial) res cognitans, do not reduce it to a mere fic-
tional concept.
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