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In this talk, I will argue that social creatures of various sorts, including hu-
mans, can be collectively intelligent. By collective intelligence, I will mean 
that the cognitive doings of the group can outstrip the cognitive doings of 
the individuals that compose that group. Aggregating the cognitive pro-
perties of the individuals in a group will not tell one by itself how „intelli-
gent“ or „unintelligent“ the group is. I will argue that previous attempts to 
capture this phenomena err on the side of attempting to apply the cate-
gories of individual epistemology to groups. This methodology does not 
adequately capture the nature of collective intelligence, because collec-
tive intelligence does not require and often resists the sort of centralized 
structure necessary for a group mind. Rather, the structure that facilitates 
collective intelligence more nearly approximates that of a brain conside-
red independently of mind.

Adam Green studied philosophy at Saint Louis University and was a 
fellow at the Center for Philosophy of Religion at the University of Notre 
Dame. He is currently a Templeton postdoctoral fellow with the Analytic 
Theology Projekt at the University of Innsbruck. His work is being hosted 
by the Institute of Christian Philosophy. His project concerns the nature 
of collective intelligence and the form that collective intelligence takes in 
science and religion.


