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The paper asks whether a divine being can have empirical knowledge. If God is im-
passible, then He has no perceptual knowledge. If God is passible, then it is possible 
that He has perceptual knowledge. But perceptual knowledge involves epistemic ac-
cess to the world via causal influences of the world upon God. Perhaps His knowl-
edge requires only reliably formed beliefs. But not even God can answer global 
doubts about the reliability of His own cognitive faculties. The paper considers 
whether classical foundationalism offers a way out.  
 
 
Evan Fales ist Professor of Philosophy am Department of Philosophy der University 
of Iowa. Seine Arbeitsschwerpunkte sind die Wissenschaftstheorie, Erkenntnistheorie 
und Religionsphilosophie. Zahlreiche Zeitschriftenpublikationen, u.a. in Mind, Philo-
sophy of Science, Australasian Journal of Philosophy, Faith and Philosophy, Interna-
tional Journal for Philosphy of Religion, und an zahlreichen anderen Orten. Mono-
graphien: Causation and Universals (Routledge 1990), In Defense of the Given 
(Rowman & Littlefield 1996).  
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