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Abstract: The irresistible invasion of physics and chemistry by history can be recog-
nized through an awareness of the self-activity of matter. Recognizing the emer-
gence of matter led Teilhard de Chardin to see its complexification in evolution. Evo-
lution then is interpreted as a process of union. This process approach reinterprets
Aristotle's being as both a realized and temporary aspect of becoming. Advances in
experimental and theoretical science lead to an understanding of chemical self-
organization as a stage in this process of complexification.
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