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When commentators lament the apparent lack of public trust in science, they often do 
so in general terms, referring to “the” public and to “science” in the singular, as though 
there is a single attitude of trust across the board. Yet one of the fundamental contribu-
tions of feminist epistemologies has been to investigate epistemic issues situationally. 
Such a situational approach underwrites and motivates my pluralist analysis of relations 
of trust between variously situated lay persons and communities of experts. I adapt 
feminist work on interpersonal trust (Baier, 1986; Jones, 1996), to the case of laypersons’ 
epistemic trust with knowledge-generating institutions and communities, arguing that 
both a “sincerity-care” condition and a broadly understood “competency” condition 
must be satisfied. Finally, I complicate relations of scientific trust by noting the array 
of institutions involved in networks of trust relevant to scientific knowledge. I suggest 
that the most serious concern is not individual incidents of trust failures, but rather the 
tendency of both trust and distrust to “travel” across relationships and communities.
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