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What is knowledge? Echoing Aristotle, Aquinas and Descartes, Alvin Plantinga

of Notre Dame argues we have knowledge of the world when our cognitive
capacities have the proper function of representing the world, have a good

design plan, are functioning properly, and are in normal conditions. What is it to
have a proper function and to function properly, and why should this matter to
knowledge? Plantinga turns to intentional design, holding in part that functions
can only arise from non-natural sources. This paper explains why Plantinga’s doubts
fall short, and explains why natural functions can explain our knowledge.

Peter Graham is Associate Dean for Arts and Humanities and Professor of
Philosophy and Linguistics at the University of California, Riverside (UCR). He

is Associate Editor of the Journal of the American Philosophical Association and

has held visiting positions in Canada, South Korea, England and Scotland. Peter
Graham is currently visiting the Cologne Center for Contemporary
Epistemology in the Kantian Tradition. He has published numerous
articles and books, and is the co-editor of Epistemic Entitlement
(Oxford University Press) and the Routledge Handbook of Social
Epistemology (Routledge). His research in epistemology and social
epistemology deals with questions surrounding perception and
knowledge through testimony; his current research interests focus
on the role of functional explanations in perceptual psychology,
reasoning, and the flow of information through communication.
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