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Nagel, Rationality and Going Beyond Nature
Mi., 25. 3. 2015, 18.00 Uhr s.t., Seminarraum VI (Karl-Rahner-Platz 3)

In my presentation | will try to explore the notion of personhood as a challenge of
naturalism. Thomas Nagel has recently advocated an enlarged version of natura-
lism that should respect the irreducibility of the elements that compose the uni-
verse: matter, life, subjectivity, consciousness, intelligibility, morality. Essential to
naturalism, however, would be to provide an explanation “from within’, in contrast
with theism, which could argue from extrinsic causes. Some critics of reductive na-
turalism from the cognitive sciences take recourse to the phenomenology of em-
bodiment and argue for the irreducibility of subjective experience to what natural
science studies. | argue that personhood should be preferred to embodiment in
dealing with naturalism, since besides making room for subjectivity, it also addres-
ses the pretense of a non-theistic understanding of the world. My strategy will be
thus to highlight some features of personhood, mainly rationality, and suggest
that rationality defies any explanation “from within”. An element of the universe
would therefore speak of something beyond nature, showing a flaw in naturalism
and opening up the possibility for a theistic understanding of the universe.
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