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The digital revolution has changed the way we communicate with profound implications
for how we participate in the space we call “the public.” Digital trends toward network
architectures, personalized individuality and automated workflows are driving a
transformation of the public with significant impact on the institutions making up this
public sphere. Abstract, monolithic conceptions of the one coherent public appear
outdated, since technological changes like the rise of social media has reinforced a
diverse spectrum of filtered publics that do not fulfill the criteria associated with the
public sphere. What, then, is “the public” today? Can we even continue to use the term?
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