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Could it somehow turn out that nothing anyone has ever laughed at has really been
funny? Arguably not. But why? One natural thought appeals to the idea that “funniness”
is a so-called “response-dependent property”. Roughly, the funny is nothing other than
what we are inclined to laugh at in certain appropriate conditions. Assuming that we

are at least sometimes in “appropriate” conditions, it will follow that, given that we laugh
at certain things, at least some of those things are funny. Some philosophers have
attempted to address the famous problems of free will and (especially) moral responsibility
in an analogous manner. If no one has free will, then perhaps no one is really morally
responsible, i.e. blameworthy. But perhaps is blameworthy is like is funny -- that is,
perhaps the blameworthy is nothing other than what we are inclined to blame in certain
appropriate conditions. In this talk, | show how this move -- interesting as it is -- does

not really undercut the threat posed by free will and moral responsibility skepticism.
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