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Pragmatic encroachment is a widely discussed phenomenon, in which
(arguably) pragmatic concerns affect the epistemic status of a belief (Stanley
2005, Fantl and McGrath 2002). | propose the Attenuators View (AV), according
to which pragmatic encroachment on epistemic justification functions via
pragmatic encroachment on epistemic reasons, which works by pragmatic
considerations that attenuate epistemic reasons. (AV) is compatible with
additional pragmatic encroachment from reasons to suspend.

| show that this proposal is better than Schroeder’s (2012a, 2012b, 2015, 2017)
way of spelling out pragmatic encroachment in terms of reasons against believing
- what | call the ‘Reasons View’ (RV). For (AV) does a better job distinguishing
practical and epistemic reasons bearing on belief. First, it doesn’t appeal to the
costs of believing falsely as reasons against believing; second, because of this,

it doesn’t run the risk of tearing down the wall between practical and epistemic
reasons bearing on belief. (AV) therefore also isn‘t threatened by related worries
raised by Worsnip (forthcoming) for proponents of pragmatic encroachment.
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