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One relatively undisputed contention in the debate on epistemic injustice is that 
epistemic marginalization, in its various forms, undermines one’s credibility qua knower, 
thereby preventing one from possessing  – and being recognized as an –  epistemic 
authority. In this paper, I purport to go beyond the mainstream approach to the 
relationship between the notions of injustice and authority in the intellectual domain 
by arguing that marginalized individuals can, in fact, possess epistemic authority in a 
given domain. For the injustice they have suffered might lead them to acquire a range 
of epistemic goods that non-marginalized members of their community lack, including 
evidence, tacit knowledge, and intellectual virtues. In such a scenario, acknowledging 
the epistemic authority of the marginalized would not only contribute to freeing them 
from their disadvantaged position but it would also allow the community to benefit from 
an epistemic competence that most members lack. After developing a pluralistic theory 
of the epistemic authority of the marginalized, I shed light on how these epistemic 
subjects – in particular, epistemic heroes and injustice illuminators – could help other 
members of the community improve their epistemic agency in a given domain.
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