Flucht in die Hoff

nungslosigkeit

In May 1945, the Cossack corps under the command of
General Domanov, accompanied by a huge train of follo-
wers stretching back many kilometres, crossed the Alps
as they retreated from Friaul in northern Italy to Austria.
Due to the ferocity of the war on the Balkans, the Coss-
acks who had fought for Nazi Germany as official units of
the Wehrmacht, were desperate not to fall into the hands
of Italian or Yugoslav partisans. Thus twenty-five thousand
people, more than half of them women, children or elderly
were trying to reach the British occupation zone.

Finally, the column, which included several thousand
horses and even a few camels, reached East Tyrol and the
valley surrounding the small town of Lienz with its populati-
on of 10,000. It was there on the banks of the Drau that
the Cossacks and the Caucasians who accompanied
them set up camp. However, the stranded refugees — piti-
ful human flotsam of the most dreadful war in history — had
no idea that the Scottish soldiers of the 8th Regiment of
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders to whom they surrende-
red would fail to give them the protection they sought. The
Tragedy on the Drau that sealed most of their fates still lay
in the future. On 28 May, the British took 1,500 Cossack
officers to Carinthia under the pretence that they had been
invited to a mass conference to discuss their future.

However, on 1 June and in accordance with the agree-
ment reached at the Yalta conference to hand over Soviet
citizens to the Red Army, British troops suddenly moved
in to clear the camp in Lienz, loading the now leaderless
Cossacks onto trains and bringing them to Styria. Howe-
ver, brute force was needed to carry out the deportation,
resulting in terrible scenes and dozens of fatalities with
Cossacks being beaten with rifle butts, truncheons and
bayonets. Fathers shot their children before shaoting
themselves, while women plunged into the
raging Drau with their children in their arms.
The survivors were then handed over to the
Soviets who deported them to Siberia.

For most of them, this meant certain death.

Lienzer Dolomiten.

MNepeoble yncna mas 1945 roga. ,Kasaunn Ctan” nog
KoMaHgoBaHuem reHepana Tumodes [JomaHoBa
oTcTynaet us CesepHoi Utanum (pernox ®puynu) s
CTOPOHY ANbMNUIACKMX rop. KonoHHa kasakos [loHa,
Ky6anu, Tepeka, cocTosas u3s 25 Tbic. YenoBek
(MY>KYUH, XEHLUMH, AEeTE, CTAapMKOB), pacTsaHynacs
Ha MHOrMe KWnoMmeTpebl. ThICSYN KOHE, NOBO30K, Aaxe
Heckonbko BepBnioaos. ,Kasaunit CtaH" cTpeMnTcs
COaTbCA aHMMUACKUM OKKYNauWOHHbIM Bolckam. Byayuu
3auyucneHsl B coctaB BepmaxTa v 8ol Ha CTOpOHe
rMTNepoBCKON [epMaHuK, Kasaku He HamepeHb!
CcAaBaTbCs CBOMM NPOTUBHUKAM - FOrOCNaBSHCKUM U
UTanbsHCKUM NapTuaaHam, ¢ KOTOPbIMU U OHW eLLe
HefaBHO 06X0OQNNUCH CYPOBO.

Hakoney Kasauun CtaH, nepergn ansnuinckme
nepesansl, NoNagaeT B aBCTPUIACKYHO OONWHY ropoaKa
INneHu c Hacenenuem B 10 TbIC. XuTtenen. 3aeck
BOONb pekun [lpaBbl Ka3akn 1 NPUCOEAVHUBLUNECS K
HUM noApasaerneHns ropues Kaskasa pacrnonaratorcst
narepem. bputaHckue congatbl UM HE OKaxyT

XENaHHOro NOKPOBUTENBCTBA - HO ITOro BexeHUbl,
BbIDPOLWIEHHbIE BONHON 3TOWN CTpaLUHENLLeR N3 BCcex
BOWH - ellle He BedaloT. Vm ewwe npeactonT nornbHyTs B
xoae ,Tpareguu JlneHua Ha p. [pase“.

28 masq GpuTaHubl 3amanueatoT 1500 kasadbux
ouLepoB noa NpeanoroMm MHUMON koHepeHumn® B
NOBYLWKY 1 BblgatoT ux Bouckam CMEPL (HKBO).

1 MIOHA aHrMn4YaHe okpyXarT BexeHCKUI narepb
Ka3aKoB U, MPUMeHSAs ecTodalwee Hacunme: nabueas
AyOouvHKamMu 1 NpuknagamMm, Kons LUTbIKAMW, - 3aroHsIoT
WX Ha rPy30BVKN U B 3LLENOHbBI, 3aTEM BbIBO3ST B 30HY
COBETCKOM OKKynauuu 1 nepegaroT TaMOLLUHUM BNacTaM
- CBOMM ,,coro3HMKam”. OduunanbHoe 060CHOBaHUE:
COornacHo ANTUHCKOMY COrfalleHnio Bce ObiBLumne
COBETCKUWe rpaxaaHe noanexar penarpuauun. B xoge
Bbl4a4v pasbIrpblBaOTCA AylLuepasguparoLlmne CueHbl:
OecsaTku nogen nornbatoT, OTLUbI CTPENAOT CBOUX AeTewn,
noTom cebs1, XKeHUWUHbI, CXBaTUB aeTein, bpocaroTcs

B BypnsiLyIo ropHyto peky. McTep3aHHbiX BblAaHHbIX
nioJer coBeTckasi BNacTb oTnpaenseT B nareps NYNara.
[nsa 60nbIIMHCTBA N3 HUX 3TO - BepHas rubens.




