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Today isolated contemplation as a dominant form of cultural ex-
perience has come to an end; art that is basically pluralistic and
relies on stereotypes speaks of non-institutional community.
Thus, the truth told by the photograph does not boil down to a
set of visual signs that may be easily deciphered like so many
cultural codes. Instead, there is a hidden dimension in photo-
graphy, an implied form of reference that points to an affective
experience that is essentially shared. It is this experience that
makes photographs meaningful, in other words, plainly visible in
the first place as well as an expression of community.

If we are to learn from photographs, be it Boris Mikhailov’s re-
markable Soviet and post-Soviet series or Andreas Gursky’s ima-
ges of globalization, it will be about a special kind of anonymity
that accounts for the documentary nature of these works.
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