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What do you/don’t you
understand?

Joe suddenly realized
Jill was playing the
donk, chortlollying the
way she was. This was

enough to sally the

song and slammed the

door behind him.

Weeks later, miggle
one by, Joe began to
reconsider Jill's
frith, and he called

her back in though
one night after

drinking one too
many zuppatas.




play the donk (idiom) When a person plays the donk, that persons
speaks condescendingly.

chortlolly (regular intransitive verb) When a person chortlollies, the
lips tighten and the muscles in the cheeks visibly stiffen to try to keep
from laughing.

sally the wigs (idiom) Cause one to lose one’s temper.

peakle a song (idiom) To leave without saying goodbye.

miggle one by (adverbial expression) Slowly but surely.

frith (countable noun) Intentions, true or imagined.

in though (adverbial expression) Reluctantly.

zuppata (noun) A drink composed of a mixture of two or more open
and unfinished bottles of wine.



A

frequency’



“There is an obvious payoff for learners of
English 1in concentrating 1nitially on the 2,000
most frequent words, since they have been
repeatedly shown to account for at least 80%
of the running words 1n any written or spoken

text.” (Read, 2004: 148)



THE
BE
OF

AND
TO

IN
IS
HE
HAVE
AE
OR
iy
ON
16 5
17 3
18 :
19 :
20 AW
21 DO

mmqmm#mmé

SYVEP:
gl
050870
SEr77 73
ST
601048
ol
o505
ftgeedl
7anms
e
088475
088473
S
916758
fazsn
718960
o079
880573
Ao
525832




in Organization

Richard H. Axelrod, Emily Axelrod, Rob

eventy percent of organizational change efforts fail or
fall short of achieving their intended objectives. This The F

figure is even more astounding when you take ac- As the
count of a recent Oxford University study on change, velopi
which found that over 68% of employees welcomed mean- way o
ingful involvement in change. Clearly, we are missing emerg

the boat when it comes to effective
change, and our clients are not get-
ting what they paid for.

We believe that there is a rela- Heed nrganizati




Lexical Profile using VocabProfile

Frequency Words (types) Textcoverage

Band (tokens)
0-1000 a account and are boat change clearly 86.57%

comes effective efforts employees even

fail fall figure for found getting in is

it meaningful missing more not number

of on or our over paid recent seventy

short study take that the their they

this to wuniversity we welcomed what

when which you

1001-2000 intended 1.49%
Academic Word List achieving involvement percent 4.48%
Off list astounding clients objectives 7.46%

organizational Oxford
Wordsin Top 2,000: 88.06%
+ AWL words:  4.48%
Total text coverage: 92.54%
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Multiword-Inclusive Profile

Frequency Words and Phrases (types) Text coverage

Band (tokens)
0-1000 a and are change clearly effective 67.16%
efforts employees even fail figure for
found getting in is meaningful more
not number of on or our over paid
recent seventy study that their they this
university we welcomed what when
which you

1001-2000 intended 1.49%
Academic Word List achieving involvement percent 4.48%
Off list astounding clients  fall short of 26.87%

missing the boat objectives
organizational Oxford take account of
when it comes to

Wordsin Top 2,000: 68.65%
+ AWL words: 4.48%
Total text coverage: 73.13%
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frequency’: potentially problematic
from both the perspective of learner
and teacher/tester.



Martinez and Murphy (2011)

* 101 adult Brazilian learners of English
(‘intermediate’ or higher).

» Within-groups, paired samples of reading
comprehension measures on a two-part

reading test.
 All texts on both test parts written

‘'symmetrically’, using exact same pool of
top 2,000 word families in English (BNC).
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Let me tell you about my home. It's on this little hill out in
— | the country. But I'm not far from the city (I don't like the
city — do you?) — not much time to get here. | can’t wait to
show you a photo... or you can call me to come over to
see in person! 07786 237 679

exact

same
words —

I
?re;i;ynt | don’t get out much — it's about time | do. I'm not from

words here — this country or city. (But | like this country.) I'm far

(top from home. I'm a little over the hill, let me tell you, but you

2,000) — can't tell! (I can show you my photo, or wait to come see
me in person!) Call me on 07786 554 0978




Test Overview

» Part 1: 4 texts, 7 questions each —
compositional formulations (meanings
transparent from individual words).

« Part 2: 4 texts, 7 questions each, exact
same words — less compositional.

» Rating scale for self-reported
comprehension after each text.




| don't get out much —it's about time | do. I'm not from here —
this country or city. (But | like this country.) I'm far from
home. I'm a little over the hill, let me tell you, but you can’t
tell! (I can show you my photo, or wait to come see me in
person!) Call me on 07786 554 0978

[1 He wants to go out but has a problem with time.
[1 He is foreign.

[1 He lives in a remote area.

[1 He wants to keep his location a secret.

[1 He thinks he looks younger than his age.

[1 He probably lives in an area with hills.

[1 He lives on the hill, but not on top of it.

NoOokwNO =

My comprehension of this text: 5% 25% 50% 75% 100%




The results

-MII&-ME_
Part 1 24.09 4

Total

Part 2 6 25 14.76 3.93
Total

t =24.10 (p £0.001), eta squared = 0.828



Reported Comprehension vs.
Actual Comprehension

* No statistically significant difference for
Part 1 (87.38% reported vs 86.03%

actual).

» Reported comprehension significantly
overestimated in Part 2 (t = 3.95, p< 0.001,
eta squared = 0.07) — 60.29% reported vs

52.58% actual.



| don't like to go out much. The thing is, | have two left feet and | need to watch my
spending. Now, for what it's worth, every so often | do have a ball playing football with
my kids (my kids see me through th'é'dayi and even having one drink on occasion. (And

not two at a time!) But | never get carried away or lose it, Having a good time doesn't
have to be hard or cost you an arm and a leg. (Mind you, I'm not flat broke!) I'm a real
team player, looking out for others all the time — especially my special kids. With my
kids, a good time is to be had every time.

15. [0 She does not know how to dance well.
16. ), She thinks football and drinks are worth the money.
17. & She frequently plays football with her children.

18. O, Her children are with her most of the day.

19. M, She drinks when it is a special occasion.

20. [0 Her arms and her legs have been injured, but not completely broken.
21. [0 She is looking for more players for the football team.




INTERMEDIATE

HIGHER

‘on occasion’

T2 19
Cumulative
Freguency Percent | Valid Percent Percent
Incorrect 22 46.8 46.8 46.8
Correct 25 53.2 53.2 100.0
Total 47 100.0 100.0
T2 19
Cumulative
Freguenc Percemt Valid Percent Percent
Incorrect 25 46.3 46.3 46.3
Correct 29 53.7 53.7 100.0
Total 54 100.0 100.0







The Yes-No Test (Meara, 1992)

1 U dog 2 [ amm 3 [ powling
4 [ steam 5 [ invent 6 (1 empty

7 [ leaf 8 (] damage 9 [ scissors
10 U tap 11  pig 12 (1 real

13 [ albucolic 14 O truth 15 O boil

Ron Martinez 22



The Vocabulary Levels Test (Nation, 1983;
Schmitt, Schmitt & Clapham, 2001)

1. original

2. private first

3. royal not public

4. slow all added together
5. sorry

6. total

Ron Martinez



Vocabulary Size Test (Nation & Beglar, 2007)

First 1000

1. | see: They saw it.
a. cut
b. waited for
o looked at
d. started

2. time: They have a lot of time.
a. money
b. food
¢ hours
d. friends




Research question

How can a test be devised that assesses
knowledge of multiword expressions in the
same or similar way as current widely-used

vocabulary tests?

Ron Martinez



Challenges

1.Narrowing down the phraseological field
(i.e. which formulaic sequence?)

2.Pinning down the extent (i.e. where do
you stop?)

3.Finding the expressions (i.e. what tools
and resources can be used?)

4.Adopting an appropriate test format (i.e.
how to test the sequences?)



Challenges

1.Narrowing down the phraseological field
(i.e. which formulaic sequence?)

2.
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More compositional? Less compositional?
at all times at all costs at all

— Meaning still retained when each

lexical word replaced with its own
definition (Grant & Bauer, 2004)




A ‘phrasal expression’

* A fixed or semi-fixed sequence of two or
more co-occurring but not necessarily
contiguous words with a cohesive
meaning or function that is not easily
discernible by decoding the individual
words alone.

 fake place, to a large extent, take sth over

Ron Martinez



Challenges

2.Pinning down the extent (i.e. where do
you stop?)

3.Finding the expressions (i.e. what tools
and resources can be used?)

4.



Frequency

VLT stopped at 5000 word frequency band
“represents the upper limit of general high-
frequency vocabulary” (Read, 2000: 119)

a vocabulary size of 5000 allows for

“pleasurable reading” of simple fiction (Hirsh &
Nation, 1992)

the English Profile Wordlist project has 4667
entries through B2 (CEFR)

by advanced levels, students “would probably
be expected to recognize over 4500” word
families (Milton, 2009: 180)
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BNC Band Cut-off Points

Frequency band Token frequency cut-off Frequency band Token frequency cut-off
1,000 12,639 + 8,000 434 +
2,000 4,491 + 9,000 356 +
3,000 2,089 + 10,000 295 +
4,000 1,210 + 11,000 249 +
5,000 787 + 12,000 213 +
6,000 620 + 13,000 184 +

7,000 547 + 14,000 162 +
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BMCindex_index 2-4-word clusters. Ist
File Edit Wiew Compute Settings ‘Window Help

I Wyord Freq. | %| TE}{t5| %|emmas||89t|
1 /B3518 077 4049 10000
2 I THE 517267 052 3570 89305
3 TO THE 288777 029 3915 5669
4 oM THE 220724 022 3894 9617
5 AND THE 196,164 020 3570 9558
] TO BE 1885925 019 3866 9548
7 FOR THE 186668 017 3853 9516
g AT THE 150944 015 3867 95451
9 TIs 137121 D4 3773 9318
10 BY THE 130745 013 3700 21.38
11 THAT THE 129039 013 3572 5069
12 WITH THE 128384 013 3817 4%
13 ITWWAS 127276 013 3pS7 9032
14 OF A 1245990 013 3756 9278
15 FROM THE 1248636 013 3787 9353
16 1A 1M4338 012 3794 5370
17 AD A 98,236 009 3662 S0.44
18 IS A 78247 003 36/88 91.08
19 WITH A, 78186 003 3B31 5091
20 FOR A 7279 007 3728 9207
21 HE WAS 72233 007 2883 7120
22 HAVE BEEM 0026 007 3620 8940
23 WILL BE B2E03 007 3445 8508
24 WWAS A 65,113 007 3387 8385
25 HAD BEEM 64042 008 25960 7310
26 IS THE 63326 008 3B/37 8982
27 OME OF B3052 008 3853 S0
2 AZS THE B2F18 008 3484 8605
29 THE FIRET 61,412 008 36535 8978
a0 TOA 58227 006 3607 8908
31 THE SAME 579581 008 36530 8985
32 HAS BEEM 57454 008 3327 8217
2 AhIMy A CT 247 [ 2o Ad [winnin]

frequency | Slphabetical J statistics J filenames J notes J

4,258, 78 Type-in



BNCindex_index_ 2-4-word clusters. Ist

File Edit Wiew Compuke Setbtings Window Help

[+ Wiiord Freg.
| fba3 ala
2 I THE 217 27
3 10 THE 209 777
4 ik THE 220,754
= AMD THE 196,164
a T BE 180 925
7 FOR THE bk BhG
o AT THE a0 944
= IT |5 137 121
10 BY THE 130,745
11 THAT THE 129 0534
12 WTH THE 120,304
13 IT VWA 127 27k
14 CF A, 124 590
=] | H |- 1




Initial data deletion using criteria

h3Z
b33
b34 AS A RESLILT 7 5935 15930 4915
B35
b3b
b3/
b3S
B35
B4l
b1
b4
bd3
bdd
bd5 IN ADDITION 7 522 1813 4478
bdb
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June 14 General situation: Rain at first, some bright spells. Most of

laser before their eyes. He says that at first clients refused to believe it could
the grim line of his mouth but his eyes at first showed open admiration as they
been total and, she had believed, final. At first the agony had been unbearable.

s0 unexpectedly | probably acted dumb at first. He stood with his hands and his
had gone to him, the Prince had in fact at first turned the suggestion down. It
stayed like that for the rest of the day. At first it was cool and rather pleasant

In the past,ithough this may be difficult at first), learning to ask “when” and "for
felt in a daze. She had been convinced at first that it had all been a mistake,

for Bunny's truck. He looked suspicious at first, and so did the Japanese waiters
the road between the parked cars and at first they couldnt see a space

a nhastly seream fram inside the raonm At first Rnhet thnonht snmenne must



PHRASE List sample

3362 IN ADVANCE 1983 It's something you should do in advance.

3379 ON THE PART OF 1965 There are no barriers on the part of the government.
3387 BRING UP 1958 Did you manage to bring up the holiday pay?
3388 TAKE OFF 1957 | was hungry by the time we took off.

3380 SOASTO 1954 He cluttered his desk so as to appear busy.

3396 TAKE ADVANTAGE 1949 Some people just want to take advantage.

33889 SHORT OF 1944 Short of calling the doctor, | don't know what to do,
3402 OVER THE YEARS 1942 She has over the years visited many cities.

3406 SWITCH ON 1935 It's plugged in but it won't switch on.

3417 BY NO MEANS 1925 We have by no means concluded the matter.

3431 COULD HARDLY 1911 | could hardly wait for the weekend.

3446 COME UP WITH 1898 Is that the best you could come up with?

3448 IN QUESTION 1898 The book in question was published last year.
3450 IN THE FIRST PLACE 1897 He couldn’t see how it got there in the first place.
3456 PROVE TO BE 1893 The bicycle proved to be of immense value.

3457 IN COMMON 1890 What they have in common is their stamina,

3461 NO MATTER 1888 No matter what they say, it's down to you now.

. _____|
42



single word — multiword expression
frequency matching

integrated

4719.  CULT 1061
4719, CULT 1061 4720.  DESCENT 1061
4720.  DESCENT 1061 4721. FORGOOD (FOREVER)) 1061
4721. STOCKING 1061 4722.  STOCKING 1061
4722.  BELLY 1060 — 4723.  BELLY 1060
4723, NUTRITION 1060 4724, NUTRITION 1060
4724, BRACKET 1059 4725.  BRACKET 1059
4725.  SOFA 1059 4726  (BE)OPPOSED TO 1059

4721. SOFA 1059



Challenges

4.Adopting an appropriate test format (i.e.
how to test the sequences?)



Pilot 1 n=10: VLT format

From 1,000 to 2,000

lasto
2 a couple of until now

3 as a result because of that
4 for instance more than one
5 long term

6 so far

From 2,000-3,000

1 turn out

2 work out indicate your answer 1s no

3 carry on try to see or inspect something
4 shake your head continue

5 have a look
6 look forward to




1 happen to

2 make sense by chance
3 amount to find
4 get on with become

5 come across
6 bear 1n mind

46



1 a variety of

2 or so if

3 mn fime many

4 whether or not maybe a little more or less
5 1n a way

6 above all

47



Vocabulary Size Test (VST) (Nation & Beglar,

2007)
First 1000
1. | see: They saw it.
a. cut
b. waited for
'3 looked at
d. started

2. time: They have a lot of time.

a. money
b. food
C: hours
d.

friends




Pilot 2: VST + VLT (n=34)

4. [to do with: It 1s to do with money.
a. making
b. |for
c. |about
d. |our

49



Pilot 2 (VST-VLT comparison)

« 48 overlapping items, counterbalanced forms
(VLT/VST)

* Immediate post-test interviews

« VST format 100% preferred by candidates



declared knowledge
discrepancies

VST

Discrepancies 11 77

(max.=48) M=1.50 M = 38.80

* VVocabulary Levels Test (VLT) version
significantly more prone to knowledge
discrepancies (t = 5.439, p < 0.001)

51



Field test (n = 2203)

-
Version

22.67 5.30
22.32 5.76
21.95 5.59

52



Versio Versio Versio
nA nB nC

465 1.41

4.72 1.59

401 1.56

232 1.63

53



12. at once: | did it at once.

a. onetime [
b. many times [ |
c. early |
d. immediately ||




K3, Item B12 (item-total correlation .503)

K3

12. | at once: I did it at once. Facility |Upper |Lower |D
a. |one time 47 16 78 -.62
b. | many times .00 .00 .00 .00
c. |early .02 .00 .06 -.06

No attempt

4 (2%)

29
(16%)




K2

3 so far: It's good so far. Facility Upper Lower D
a. until now .90 1.00 75 25
b. but not really .04 .00 .08 -.08
c. sometimes .01 .00 .02 -.02
d. from a distance .05 .00 15 -.15

No attempt 0 (0%) 12(5%)



14 used to: | used to go.
a.
b. did before
C.
d. always

want to

usually

No attempt

K1

Facility Upper Lower D

12
.26
.06
.07

.01 29 -.28
.05 .07 48
40 .94 -.14
.05 .09 -.04
1 14

(0.5%) (7.2%)






_ Answer type totals Combined totals*

Answer type
(consistent)

‘0’ = Incorrect answer 33

and translation

‘1’ = Correct answer 707
and translation

Answer type
(discrepant)

‘2’ = Incorrect answer, 6
correct translation

8 (discrepant)

‘3’ = Correct answer, 2

incorrect translation
59
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Summary

Vocabulary in testing — both discrete and embedded
— can and should be inclusive of multiword
expressions.

One early version of the Phrasal Vocabulary Size Test
has gone through one early phase of validation.

Test does appear to assess knowledge of phrasal
expressions on PHRASE List and could be used in
conjunction with the VST, for example.

But so what? Still need to understand what
knowledge of phrasal expressions means in the
bigger SLA picture.
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Sample score sheet

P
PHRASE List expressions

9 28 32

8 6 84

7

Level
First 1000 |
Second
1000
Third 1000 5 65 129
Fourth 2 31 157
1000

Fifth 1000 1 10 103

Estimated 201 505
total

63



B <
Minimum |[Maximum

Discrepancies

10 0 3 1.50 0.97
Discrepancies

64



Band
K B

Total (Max.= 480) W&/

PVST

W NN O B

11

65



Summary of Test 1 and Test 2 text data*

Ron
Martinez

Total word Total clause Top 1,000 Top 1,001 —
count count words 2,000
Test 1 416 56 95.7373% 2.7650%
Test 2 412 54 95.7373% 2.7650%

* Measured using Vocabulary Profiler




PHRASE List grammatical
analysis

1K (k = 32) [l 7

2K (k = 85) K 38 26 1 14 5
3K (k =W 45 63 3 12 3
128)

4K T 4 38 97 3 12 4
=158)

5K (k = 32 56 2 5 3
102)

Total = [EK 160 265 9 44 16

505
Cum. % 217% 31.68% 52.47% 1.78% 8.71% 3.16%
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