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Conference Venue

The conference is hosted by the Research Center Social Theory of the University of Innsbruck
and will take place in the SOWI building of the University of Innsbruck, Universitatsstrasse
15, Innsbruck. It is just a 2-minute walk from the old town center and 10 minutes from the
railway station.

Note: The main university building (other disciplines) is in a different city location!

Old Town
@ Conference venue: SOWI, University of Innsbruck,
UniversitatsstraBe 15 (top of the map)
Main railway station © Funicular stop Hungerburgbahn (to Seegrube)

iy INNS'

Cable/Railways

Congréss Station Imperial Gardens
BRUCK
HOTTING < rows
WC| E o Head-
g BUS & = quaters

@E gKAPUZINERC
SOWI-Universitét - yng —Kioster

BOH mN(ERK- $n
Svrolean 2
tate Theatre S
MCl

TAX|

6 STR

P GASS, e ASsg
LR WTLZ-RAHNER- E

U Old ;
B U Iniversil }@ Jesuit Church ' @ Synagogue

Volksgartend ) s"'

=
f 4 m OKonse atonum
\Ferdinandeu §n

Musikschule 2 & S Tyrolean Staip
Raiffeisensaal o A EN 2 Museum Cinematograph
market FSAL L TS
8 Jejininal e BT CITY CENTRE g -
%, Z  Spitalkirche 2 x g w 4SS
%, = Ma = % s 3 & T
Qy S Post Office A 2 ; 7 n
> & & =
$ @ woir & SPARIASSEN. 5 Gll s, i =
Johannes- PICHLER- St Anne's PLATZ = P 2 g
irche  Photo ForumRe$)_\PLATZ Column @ 2 & 3
i o . Kellertheater — %= E @ Kaufhaus (i) ) < g &
: % z e PN iy TYROL : =
% oSSBT fy udolphs m
S 2 Rathaus-
) ‘ré galerien BRIXNE
4 RSTRA

Content

SCREAUIE . 4
Sociology of the Future/The Future of SOCIOIOGY ........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeeece e 5
ISA RC16 Sociological Theory Board 2023-2027 .....ccooiuiiiiiiiiieeiiee e 7
Welcome 10 INNSOruck! ... 8
PrOGIaM oo 9
PlENAIY SPEAKETS ...ttt 14
Theory Summit Event at “Seegrube” ... ..o 16
Essentials: presenting / Wifi / dietary information ..........cccooiiiiiiiii 18
Abstracts — Sociology of the Future / The Future of Sociology .........ccccoovvviiiiiiiiiin. 20
ATTIVAL Lo 61
SIEE PlAN = SOWI .t 62
ADOUL INNSBIUCK ..o 63
CONTACT .o 71




Schedule

8:30

9:00

10:30

11:00

13:00
14:00
15:30
16:00
16:30
17:30
18:00

18:30

19:00

20:00

Wednesday, July 2 Thursday, July 3

Session 8:30
(Third Floor - East)

Coffee break

Session 11:00

Lunch break
Session 14:15

Coffee break

Plenary Discussion 16:30
(Ground Floor)

18:00 Opening Plenary

Keynote
19:00 Conference

Dinner

Welcome reception Restaurant Brahms

Friday, July 4

Session 9:00

Coffee break

Session 11:00

Lunch break
Session 14:00
Coffee break

Closing Plenary 16:00
(Ground Floor)

17:30 THEORY
SUMMIT
Restaurant Seegrube,
1920m

Sociology of the Future/The Future of Sociology

Innsbruck RC16 Midterm conference

Let us go in together,

And still your fingers on your lips, | pray.
The time is out of joint—O cursed spite,
That ever | was born to set it right!

Nay, come, let’s go together.

Hamlet

The time is out of joint, said the bard. Some think that the world will come to its end. Others
think it has already happened. The future is now coming in our direction, it seems, throwing
its threatening shadow on the present. From the economy and politics to technology and
ecology, the accumulation of crises projects us into the future without any real solution
in sight. Simple solutions are at hand (Build the wall! Defund the wokes!), but they only
compound the difficulties.

We think that the new times, however challenging, are interesting and exhilarating. One
of the tasks of sociology is to open up radiant futures. To do so sociology has, however, to
reinvent itself, rethink its relations to the world, to other disciplines and to its own history.
Thanks to its reflexivity, being both in and about society, sociological theory has always been
at the forefront of innovation.

We called for innovative papers on the future of sociological theory, the world at large and
their mutual implication. We've been served well. We received 62 submissions and set
up 17 panels that give a good overview of wide-range of topics sociological theorists are
working on: The Great Transformations; The Global Civil Sphere; The Triumph of the Extreme
Right; The Sociology of the Future; the Rise and Fall of Social Theory, Capitalism, Critique
and Emancipation; Ideologies, Imaginaries and Utopias; The Decolonisation of Sociology;
Cultural Sociology of Robots; Object-Oriented Sociology; The Dedifferentiation of Society;
Axiological Engagement in Micro-Sociology and Existence Theory. With the whole gamut
of themes and problématiques represented and delegates from all continents, mainly from
the “minority world” (Europe, US, Australia), but also some from Latin-America, India and
Africa, it promises to be a most interesting and memorable mid-term conference - if you
don't get lured into hiking in the mountains, because the Alpine scenery and the setting is
simply irresistible and sublime. The majesty of the Alps reminds us of the fact that there’s
something out there that precedes us and transcends sociology.



We would like to thank Frank Welz, his Research Center for Social Theory, and his local
team for organising the mid-term conference in Tyrol. Thanks to his center, social theory
remains a vibrant and viable path for students in Austria seeking to bridge scholarship and
engagement. Thanks to his personal dedication, they are free to critically explore the most
pressing issues of our time. Thanks to his generosity, our mid-term conference has truly
become a gathering worthy of the name Theory Summit. Danke, Frank.

Frédéric Vandenberghe, Co-Chair RC16
Eleanor Townsley, Co-Chair RC16
Paul Joosse, Secretary/Treasurer RC16
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Welcome to Innsbruck!

Dear participant,
The higher you climb, the more you see.

And that is precisely what we need: to discuss both the sociology of the future and the future
of sociology. The two are inseparable. A society without visions of the future does not need
sociology, or only for research that safeguards and administers the status quo. As in the 1960s
and 1970s, sociological theory becomes relevant when people seek to understand their social
conditions — and to change them.

Today, in a society of increasingly individualized lives, the power to interpret the world is shifting
toward technological rationalities: neoclassical economics, the molecular logic of genetics, or
the promises of positive psychology. But without collective visions, social self-reflection, and
sociology, we risk losing our shared understanding of who we are and where to go.

It is therefore all the more urgent to rethink our discipline. Where do we stand? How do we
want to think ahead?

At the University of Innsbruck, quantum physics may lead, but sociology is also finding its voice.
Our independent degree program in sociology was established only in 2007. However, our
Master’s program — with its distinctive focus on sociological theory — is unique in Austria and
attracts many Master’s and doctoral theses. More than forty scholars from diverse disciplines
collaborate at our Social Theory Research Center.

We are pleased to welcome the ISA RC16 Theory Summit — which will take sociological theory
to new heights: Welcome to the Alps!

Frank Welz

Head, Research Center Social Theory, University of Innsbruck

The conference is supported by
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Faculty of Social and Political Sciences International Sociological Association

Program

WEDNESDAY (July 2) 18:00-20:00 (Ground Floor, Lecture Hall 2)

18:00 Opening Plenary
Polycrisis and the Future of Sociology
(chairs: Eleanor Townsley & Frederic Vandenberghe)

Welcome — Sociological Theory: Before or After the Summit?
Frank Welz, Head, Research Center Social Theory
Untenability: Late Modernity and the Trauma of Critical Social Theory Ingolfur Bliihdorn

20:00 Welcome reception

THURSDAY (July 3) 8:30-10:30 (3rd Floor, East)
(Room 1) Beyond Value-Neutrality (chair: Frederic Vandenberghe)

Making Things Visible: Reflections on the Cosmopolitics of Interpretation  Angelika Pofer!
Between Ambiguity and Positioning: Reclaiming the
Transformative Potential of Sociology
Making Lifeworld Together: A Sociology of Understanding the Majority
in the Age of ,We" and , They” Mitsuhiro Tada
The Empirical Theory of Science Hubert Knoblauch

Katharina Miko-Schefzig & Boris Traue

(Room 2) Future Studies | Theory (chair: Ariane Hanemaayer)

Sociology: Quo Vadis? George Pavlich
Intermittent Futures in Transnormative Societies Gregor Fitzi
Regenerative Sociology: Reframing Theory for an Age of Crisis Mary Janet Arnardo
Sociological Theory and Energy Social Research Martin Durdovic

(Room 3) The Triumph of the Right (chair: Jason Mast)

Psychosocial Theory and the Postliberal Far-Right Nicholas Regan
What Means Democratic Crisis? Theoretical Outline

for a Sociological Approach Jodo Mauro Gomes Vieira de Carvalho

Charisma, Suffering, and Saturnalia Paul Joosse
The Emergence of Personalized ,-Isms” in World Politics Julia Pfau
Coffee break



THURSDAY (July 3) 11:00-13:00
(Room 1) Civil Theory for the Public Sphere (chair: Eleanor Townsley)

Civil Sphere Theory as a Research Programme: Knowledge Accumulation, Conceptual
Development, and New Heuristics in the Study of Solidarity

Sociology of Taboos

Democratic Futures: Toward a Theory of Societalized Politics

Civil Sphere Ethnography

Celso M. Villegas

Patrick Baert & Sebastian Raza
Jason L. Mast

Anna Lund

(Room 2) Learning from postcolonialism (chair: Victor Roudometof)

The Future of Social Theory Will Be Non-Eurocentric - Or Will Not Be.
Theoretical Reflections on a Critical Theory From the Americas
Epistemic Justice as a Future of Sociology:
The Need to Decolonize Sociology
Rethinking Colonialism in Durkheim’s Sociology
The Role of Race and Gender in the Constitution of the
World Capitalist System from a Decolonial Perspective

Stefan Gandler

Stéphane Dufoix
Romulo Lelis

Carla Campardo

(Room 3) De/Institutionalization (chair: Andrea M. Maccarini)

Comparing Two Integral Conceptions: Bourdieu’s Concept of Field and
Parsons’ Concept of Social System Victor Lidz
On the Role of Emotions in the De-Institutionalization Processes
The Possibilities of Investigating Forms of Differentiation,
Hierarchies and Modes of Coordination in National Power Structures
The Messy Meso: Social Theory's Group Problem

Helena Flam

Ana Paula Hey
Mervyn Horgan

Lunch Break - Due to time constraints, a complimentary lunch will be served in the hallway
outside the seminar rooms on the third floor.

THURSDAY (July 3) 14:15-16:00

(Room 1) Reflexive Existence (chair: Anne Taylor)
Sport, Wellness Culture, and the Contemporary Self Ronald Jacobs
Socialization Theory at the Crossroads:

Reflexivity, Resonance and Identity ,After’ Modernity
Existence Theory and Inequalities

Andrea M. Maccarini
Patrick Baert & Hao Li

(Room 2) Reconstructing Subjectivities (chair: Paul Joosse)

The Production of Data-Driven Student Subjectivities through
Learning Analytics: An Algorithmic Governmentality Perspective
Economic Structure, Alienation, and the Moral Dimension of Work:
A Cross-Cultural Re-Examination of Classical Theories

Rethinking Words and Worlds.
The Emic/Etic Distinction as a Tool for Theory-Work

(Room 3) Intersections of Domination and Emancipation (chair: Frank Welz)

Hannes Hautz
Dawn Norris & Nicole Hordkova

Giovanni Zampieri

,For the First Time We Live in a World in Which We Can No Longer Imagine a Better
One’ (Adorno): Critique of Subjective Reason, Social Tendencies, and the Utopia of the
Qualitative

Towards a Fuller Sociological Analysis of Inequality:
Anti-Blackness, Afro Pessimism, and the Decline of Class

Resonance and Revolution

Christos Memos

John Mirsky
Arthur Bueno

Coffee break

THURSDAY (July 3) 16:30-18:30 (Ground Floor, Lecture Hall 2)

Plenary discussion: Rise and Fall of Social Theory (chair: Ana Paula Hey)

Social Theory, From the Darkest Hour to Daybreak
Decline and Fall of Sociological Theory?
A Discussion of Diagnosis and Prospects
The Future of Social Theory. Is There Any?
A Manifesto for Social Theory

Andrea Mubi Brighenti & Lorenzo Sabetta
Jayme Gomes
Giuseppe Sciortino

Frédéric Vandenberghe

Conference Dinner, 19:00 Restaurant Brahms



FRIDAY (July 4) 9:00-10:30 (3rd Floor, East)

(Room 1) Future Studies Il Prospects (chair: Craig Browne)

Investing as a Practice of Futuring: On Imagined Futures Among

Micro-Investors in the Czech and Slovak Post-Socialist Context Karel Némecek
Climate Boundaries: How Affective Notions of ,Us” and , Them"”
in the Climate Crisis Are Linked to Broader Narratives About the Future Till Hilmar

Making the Study of Impossibility Possible:
A Programme for Sociological Analysis Ariane Hanemaayer
(Room 3) Global Transformations (chair: Mary Janet Arnardo)

De-Centering Globalization: Processes, Conditions & Worldviews Victor Roudometof

Theorising Extraordinary Events: Genealogy and Reflective Judgment Csaba Szalo
Governing Uncertainty: Global Health as a Site of
Contested Transformation Bettina Bloes!
Coffee break

FRIDAY (July 4) 11:00-13:00

(Room 1) Ideologies and Utopias (chair: Csaba Szalo)

Political Imaginaries and Ideological Metamorphoses Craig Browne
The Future of Societies from the Organization of the Borders: Identity, Culture, and

Imagination in Contemporary Societies llaria Riccioni
Utopia as a Method for Sociological Inquiry and Territorial Design Natalia Coppolino

Social Imaginaries between Constellations and Configurations Gilles Verpraet
(Room 3) Cultural Sociology in Digital Society (chair: Ron Jacobs)

Exploring Existing Social Interaction Through Virtual Reality:
Testing the Uncanny Valley Effect

Performing Algorithms

Theorizing Artificial Intelligence: The Cultural Construction
of Intentionality and Agency Werner Binder

Martina Cvajner
Eleanor Townsley

Lunch Break - Due to time constraints, a complimentary buffet lunch will be served in the
hallway outside the seminar rooms on the third floor.

FRIDAY (July 4) 14:00-15:30

(Room 1) Object Oriented Sociology (chair: llaria Riccioni)

Trees All the Way Down: Rethinking Technical Objects Through
Phylogenetic Social Theories

Techno-feudalism or Routinization? A Weberian Perspective on the
Demise of Charismatic Capitalism

Ningxiang Sun (Sunny)

Dominik Zelinsky
(Room 3) Text, Context, and Theory (chair: Gregor Fitzi)

Social Theorizing Through Literature: Towards a New Epistemological Framework  Jan Véria

The Sociology of Meaning and the Meaning of Sociology: Or What Spatial Experience
Can Teach Us About Meaning in General Dominik Bartmanski & Eduardo de la Fuente

Checking Accounts: Foucault, Morality and the Politics of Discourse
in the Twenty-First Century Ronjon Paul Datta

Coffee break

FRIDAY (July 4) 16:00-17:30 (Ground Floor, Lecture Hall 2)

Closing Plenary: Jeffrey Alexander - Classical Theory
for the Future of Sociology
(chair: Celso M. Villegas)

The Political Party between Democracy and Dictatorship
Jeffrey Alexander

From ,Alexander” to ,Jeff”: On the Translation
of the Theorist as a Fact-Sign Nelson Arteaga Botello
Towards a Sociology of Joy Anne Taylor
Discussant Werner Binder

17:30 Joint Ascent to the Theory Summit
(Departure from Lecture Hall 2)

© Seegrube,.Sar.id'ra Koll




PLENARY SPEAKERS

OPENING PLENARY - Polycrisis and the Future of Sociology

Eleanor Townsley and Frédéric Vandenberghe are Co-Chairs, Frank Welz is a Board Member
of ISA RC16; he also heads the Research Center Social Theory, University of Innsbruck.

A

Ingolfur Bluhdorn is Head of the Institute for Social Change and
Sustainability (IGN) at the University for Economics and Business in
Vienna since 2015. He works at the interface of sociological theory,
environmental sociology, and political sociology. The English edition of
his current book (Unhaltbarkeit. Auf dem Weg in eine andere Moderne,
Suhrkamp) will be published in 2026: Beyond the Green Transformation:
On the Way to a Postliberal Modernity (Polity Press).

PLENARY DISCUSSION - Rise and Fall of Social Theory

Frédéric Vandenberghe is Co-Chair, ISA RC16.

Ana Paula Hey is Professor of Sociology at the University of Sao Paulo,
Brazil. She works at the interface between the sociology of elites, power,
and culture.

Andrea Mubi Brighenti is Professor of Social Theory and Space &
Culture at the Department of Sociology, University of Trento, Italy. His
research topics focus on space, power, and society.

Lorenzo Sabetta is Assistant Professor of Sociology at Sapienza-
University of Rome, Italy. He works on social theory, cultural-cognitive
sociology, and everyday life.

Jayme Gomes is Assistant Professor of Sociology at the John F. Kennedy
Institute, Free University of Berlin, Germany. He received his Doctoral
degree in Sociology from the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul
(UFRGS), Porto Alegre, Brazil.

Giuseppe Sciortino teaches sociology at the University of Trento, Italy.
His main research interests are social theory, international migration, and
the social dimension of sexual and erotic life.

CLOSING PLENARY
Jeffrey Alexander — Classical Theory for the Future of Sociology

From theoretical presuppositions to cultural trauma, from Watergate to George Floyd,
from neofunctionalism to cultural sociology, for over forty years Jeffrey C. Alexander has
helped to define the agenda for sociological theory. Recently retired, Alexander’s work is
due both a celebration and a reappraisal for its possibilities for future theorizing. This panel
reconsiders his work as classical theory, as a way to enlighten our understanding of theory’s
fundamental issues and enliven theoretical innovations for the future.

12

© Fanmei Xia

© Varvara Kobyshcha

A pre-eminent social theorist, Jeffrey Alexander, is the Lillian Chavenson
Saden Professor Emeritus of Sociology at Yale University, founder and
Director Emeritus of Yale's Center for Cultural Sociology, and co-editor
of The American Journal of Cultural Sociology. His early work challenged
the anti-cultural reductionism of classical and modern sociology to
conceptualize theories of cultural trauma, social performance, and
material iconicity.

Anne Taylor is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Mount Holyoke
College. Her research explores interpretive agency in social performance,
secular religion in media and politics, and the ways people overcome
obstacles to find joy and belonging in life.

Nelson Arteaga Botello is Research Professor at the Latin American
Faculty of Social Sciences, Mexico. His research interests are violence in
Latin America and social theory.

Celso M. Villegas is NEH Distinguished Teaching Associate Professor of
Sociology at Kenyon College, whose research analyzes democratic change
through the lens of cultural sociology.

Werner Binder is Assistant Professor in Sociology
at Masaryk University, Brno.



Theory Summit Event at “Seegrube”

The conference optionally includes the , Theory Summit - Conference Event Seegrube” on
Friday, July 4 (17:30-21:30).

This option includes funicular/cable car rides to the Seegrube Nordkette mountain on 1920
meters (Karwendel Nature Park, at 6,250 ft):

Riding the beautiful Hungerburg funicular (designed by star architect Zaha Hadid), three
minutes from the conference venue, and then taking the Seegrube cable car (built in 2006),
we will reach Seegrube.

(Webcam Seegrube https:/nordkette.com/cams/#iframe-2).
We start at the conference venue (Lecture Hall 2, Ground Floor). As the trip to the Seegrube

is on the last Nordkette funicular of the day, we must leave on time and, unfortunately,
cannot wait for latecomers.

F -~

© Sandra Koll

Tickets

Each participant receives a separate ticket. Please keep it safe; you will need it again for the
return trip to the city. The tickets are included in the conference fee. However, the expenses
for the a la carte dinner and drinks are covered individually.

Return

On the descent, which we can do in small groups or individually, there is a small challenge:
to reduce noise for residents, in the night hours, the funicular no longer runs from the
Hungerburg station down to the city of Innsbruck from 7 pm. We, therefore, have to take
the Innsbruck public transport bus back from Hungerburg station (on the top: Seegrube;
in the middle: Hungerburg; below City of Innsbruck). The bus stop is only a few meters
from the cable car station heading west. The bus stop is called , Theresienkirche”. There is
a ticket machine where you can pay by credit card. However, you will receive a bus ticket
from us. The bus leaves there every 30 minutes (on the route Nordkette ... Market Place ...
Landesmuseum [not far from the railway station] ... to Gluirgschegg):

BusJ 20:14 - 20:44 - 21:14 - 21:44 - 22:14

Bus N7 22:42 -23:12 - 23:42 -00:12 - 00:42

Taxi Innsbruck: +43 512 5311

Q (Seegrube) (1.905 m)
\

OD (Station Hungerburg) (868 m)

tation Alpenzon)




Essentials:
presenting / Wifi / dietary information

Presenting papers

e Time: The timeslot per presentation is 30 minutes (15 min presentation + 15 min discussion).

e Session chairs: The chair's role is to animate the session and involve everybody in the
discussion. Debating and participating are crucial.

e Up to the particular session chair and the speakers: If you prefer, your session could
offer four presentations in a series and then integrate the presenters and participants into a
discussion under a few umbrella questions.

e Approach: Choose the approach that you feel most comfortable with. Speaking without
reading seems to work well because your talk engages more directly with the audience. On
the other hand, some non-native speakers will prefer to stay tied to a script and read their
paper. Everything goes! Language is no barrier. Arguments matter.

e No full papers: We do not expect participants to submit full papers. You submitted an
abstract, which will now be developed into an oral presentation.

e Slides: All rooms offer the technical requirements for showing PowerPoint slides. Please
prepare a PPT file (and a PDF document as a precaution). Do not overload your presentation.

Wifi
WIFI is available inside the building (conference venue) - please ask the organization team for
further information.

Dietary information

On Friday evening, we are guests at the Seegrube restaurant at the top of the Nordkette
mountain (self-payment). The menu offers many different food options.

For time reasons, on Thursday and Friday, a vegetarian and non-vegetarian lunch/buffet lunch
will be offered for free in the conference venue.

For dinner, we have reserved seats in the restaurant ,,Das Brahms” (7:00 pm, self-payment),
which is only two minutes away. There are eight smaller and regular dishes to choose from,
including vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free options.

Tap Water in Austria is Safe for Drinking:

We are pleased to inform you that the tap water in Austria is of excellent quality and safe to
drink. Austria is renowned for its pristine water sources, and the tap water is regularly tested
to ensure it meets high cleanliness and safety standards. Enjoy fresh and clean drinking water
straight from the tap!

© TVB Innsbruck / Mario Webhofer




Abstracts - sociology of the Future / The Future of Sociology

Jeffrey Alexander (Yale University, US)
The Political Party Between Democracy and Dictatorship
* Political Party, Civil Sphere, Regulatory Institution, Dictatorship *

As a regulative institution of the civil sphere, the political party crystallizes political ideology
and organizes voters. Yet, even as it transforms public sentiment into democratic state power
-- via electoral competition -- the political party is vulnerable to authoritarian transformation.
Drawing on social psychology and group theory, this essay proposes a tendential explanation
for this danger. Four ideal types of political party organization are presented, from loosely
structured organizations whose horizontality facilitates democracy to tightly organized
structures whose verticality facilitates authoritarian power. These conceptual categories are
illustrated empirically, drawing from historical and contemporary times, with a special focus
on the United States.

Mary Janet Arnado (De La Salle University, PH)
Regenerative Sociology: Reframing Theory for an Age of Crisis
* Regenerative Sociology, Futures Thinking, Post-Crisis Transformation, Sociological Theory *

The 21st century confronts us with overlapping and escalating crises—pandemic, climate
change, technological disruption, war, and demographic shift—that have pushed sociological
theory to a critical threshold. Existing frameworks, shaped by modernist ambitions of order
and progress or postmodern critiques of power and meaning, struggle to address the scale,
speed, and interdependence of today’s challenges. In this moment of rupture, regenerative
sociology offers a micro-to-meso-level paradigm that not only theorizes social reproduction
but foregrounds society’s regenerative capacity—the ability to repair, adapt, and renew
systems under strain. Regenerative sociology builds on foundational insights into social order,
conflict, and change—from Durkheim’s concern with cohesion, to feminist and decolonial
emphases on healing as justice, to ecological critiqgues of unsustainable systems—while
drawing inspiration from regenerative practices in agriculture, medicine, and design
that prioritize renewal, repair, and resilience over extraction and preservation. It offers a
unifying, future-oriented lens that centers repair and renewal within both theory and praxis.
This approach identifies five interlinked processes—recognition, reparation, restoration,
reconciliation, and renewal—as diagnostic and anticipatory tools for reshaping institutional
structures and imagining post-crisis futures. Distinct from sustainability, which often aims
to preserve existing systems, regeneration emphasizes transformation: rebuilding damaged
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relations, reconfiguring institutions, and enabling structural adaptation. As both critique and
praxis, regenerative sociology engages with futures thinking by integrating interdisciplinary
insights from posthumanism, circular economy, and decolonial thought, and aligning with
anticipatory practices that seek to prefigure more just and flourishing futures. Grounded
in structuration theory and critical realism, this paradigm bridges structure and agency to
inform institutional foresight and long-term resilience. Regenerative sociology thus advances
a sociological imagination capable of navigating uncertainty and shaping institutions toward
collective flourishing.

Nelson Arteaga Botello (Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales, MX)
From ,Alexander’ to ,Jeff"
On the Translation of the Theorist as a Fact-Sign
* Sociological Theory, Neofunctionalism, Cultural Sociology, Civil Sphere Theory,
Latin American Sociological Theory *

| first came to know Alexander the sociologist and, later, Jeff the person. In this text, | propose
mobilizing my self-reflective experience with both individuals as fact-signs from cultural
sociology. A fact-sign is composed of an invisible theoretical signifier and a visible empirical
signified (Alexander, 2011). To produce a fact-sign, it is necessary to bring together the
theoretical concepts of cultural sociology with events related to “Alexander” and “Jeff” in
time and space. The former represents the neofunctionalist and cultural sociologist, who, in
these phases, helped me classify the sociological debates in my environment and supported
the feeling that it was necessary to challenge the thinking of Latin American sociology. The
latter represents the person who, in work meetings, demands a high level of creativity to
expand both the strong program of cultural sociology (SPCS) and civil sphere theory (CST) and
who, in informal and leisure meetings, listens, gives invaluable advice and has an enormous
capacity to generate ties of inclusion and solidarity among those around him. Translating a
theorist like Alexander as a fact-sign involved, on the one hand, an effort to reconstruct his
proposal with the few theoretical pieces that could be found at first in Latin America in the
1980s and 1990s. On the other hand, It involved creatively using his theoretical proposal to
deprovincialize cultural sociology and the theory of the civil sphere. However, | also translated
his texts into Spanish to generate a community to discuss in my academic field. The impact
of meeting “Jeff” was evident. The conversations with him positively affected the technical
aspects with which | translated some of Alexander’s works.

21



Patrick Baert & Hao Li (University of Cambridge, UK)
Existence Theory and Inequalities
* Existence Theory, Reproductive Sociology, Inequalities, China *

Existence theory aims to present a new theoretical framework for explaining social behaviour.
The basic premise is that individuals organise their futures around a set of existential milestones;
without the successful accomplishment of these milestones, the individuals concerned would
consider their lives as incomplete (e.g. Baert, Morgan and Ushiyama 2022, 2024). In this
presentation we explore how existence theory can help to conceptualise social inequalities.
There are at least two distinct ways in which agency and inequality come into play in relation to
the pursuit of existential milestones. First, there is the issue to what extent the individuals are
able to define or articulate their own milestones (and/or reject socially prescribed milestones)
without facing legal or cultural sanctions. Second, there is the issue to what extent the people
involved have the resources to pursue those milestones.To illustrate this, we use empircal
material around the expectations surrounding parenthood in China.Drawing on qualitative
fieldwork with urban women in China, we examine how parenthood emerges as a contested
existential milestone. Through semi-structured interviews, participants articulate complex
negotiations between internalised social expectations and personal visions of a ,,“complete
life””. In addition, a visual method based on collage has been used to explore how individuals
symbolically construct and contest these milestones, offering a deeper understanding of the
inequalities embedded in existential meaning-making.

Patrick Baert & Sebastian Raza (University of Cambridge, UK)
Sociology of Taboos

* Liberalism, Taboos, Populism, Political Sociology *

Social anthropologists and psychologists have written extensively on the role of taboos in
social life. In contrast, sociologists have given the topic scant attention. In this presentation,
we develop an outline of a sociology of taboos with a particular focus on political taboos.
First, we define taboos and present a typology of different types of taboos. Secondly, we
provide a brief historical outline of the relationship between political liberalism and taboos.
Thirdly, we provide a potential explanation for the fact that, within sociology, taboos are
relatively unexplored. Fourthly, we develop a tentative framework for explaining under what
circumstances taboos come into existence, why they may persist and what their effects might
be. The analysis of political taboos, we conclude, can offer sociologists a new perspective
on social change, particularly on how taboos limit future actions and thoughts and taboo-
breaking messages upend those very same limits.

Dominik Bartmanski (Humboldt University Berlin, DE) & Eduardo de la Fuente (University of South Australia, AU)

The Sociology of Meaning and the Meaning of Sociology:

Or What Emplaced Experience Can Teach Us About Meaning in General
* Sociology, Meaning, Phenomenology, Landscape and Emplacement: World-Opening Experiences *

In a talk at the New School in 1992, later published in Philosophy and Social Criticism, Kurt
Wolff proposed the “distinction... between the meaning of sociology and sociology of
meaning, must be conceived anew"”. His reasoning was that separating the two was one of
the “elements” of our civilizational “turmoil”; and limited what sociology could contribute
to considerations of existential meaning. Wolff's solution was the notion of “surrender-and-
catch”. He explained his approach as based on a type of “total experience” or “cognitive
love” capable of grasping “what happens when we see a street for the first time, when we
meet a new person, see a new part of the city, enter a house not entered before.” One of the
attractive features of Wolff's approach is there is no single model of meaningful “surrender
experiences” (i.e., aesthetic, religious, embodied, rebellious, ethnographic, and even writing
experiences, are all considered by the author). However, despite this multiplicity, many of his
examples highlight emplaced experience and the “innumerable... characteristics” humans
share “with animals, organisms, or inanimate objects” —something also present in the writings
of Simmel, Plessner, Schutz, and Merleau-Ponty. We revisit these classic yet somewhat under-
represented contributions and pose the question: why has sociology either struggled with or
ignored topics such as landscape or space or the environment of social experience? And how
might engaging with emplaced experience help reconnect the sociology of meaning with
the meaning of sociology? Our argument is landscape and emplacement are sites for what
Husserl’s disciple Ingarden conceptualized as “aesthetic encounters”; and propose a cultural
sociology based on the idea of , “world-opening” " experiences (Schutz and Wolff) and which
understands ,theory’ as a set of , “existential practices/exercises”” (Domanski and Hadot,
respectively).

Werner Binder (Masaryk University, Brno, CZ)
Theorizing Artificial Intelligence:
The Cultural Construction of Intentionality and Agency
* Artificial Intelligence, Phenomenology, Cultural Sociology *

Cultural sociologists have long argued that technology is never neutral but loaded with affect
and meaning. Discourses about technology are shaped by processes of re-enchantment which
endow technological artifacts with new meanings. This is particularly salient in the field of
artificial intelligence, where we find apocalyptic doomsday scenarios as well as messianic
prophecies about the coming of the “singularity”. Since Alan Turing and his critics, the question
“Can machines think?” and related questions — such as can machines ‘truly’ be intelligent,



conscious, sentient etc. — have been hotly debated. Due to the success of machine learning
and LLMs, these questions have not only become increasingly relevant, but have also left the
confines of expert circles and science fiction to become part of a broader public discourse —
and an object of sociological analysis. Recently, authors like Massimo Airoldi (2021) and Elena
Esposito (2022) have offered (cultural) sociological accounts of Al as socialized machine that
is able to participate in communication, yet they largely bypass the problem of the cultural
construction of intentionality and agency, which | focus on in this talk. | do not aim to answer
questions such as: Can machines can be truly intelligent? Do they possess intentionality or
agency? Instead, drawing on social phenomenology and cultural sociology, | propose to
transform these questions into an empirical research program that investigates the cultural
construction of agency and intentionality. Starting from Turing’s original “imitation game”
(1950), | discuss Thomas Luckmann’s seminal essay “On the Boundaries of the Social World”
(1970) and his “de-socialization of the universe” thesis. | argue that the recent integration of
Al technologies into out life-worlds can be described as a “re-socialization of the universe”.
Cultural sociology, | conclude, enables us to analyze how people are transforming machines
into intelligent agents thus re-drawing the boundaries of the social world.

Bettina Bloes| (University of Innsbruck, AT)
Governing Uncertainty: Global Health as a Site of Contested
Transformation

* Future, Global Governance, Global Health *

The future has become a site of political struggle—nowhere more visibly than in the domain
of global health. As overlapping crises intensify and calls for equity and solidarity gain
momentum—especially in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and the negotiation of a
Pandemic Treaty—questions emerge about the nature and direction of the changes taking
place. Do these developments mark a genuine transformation in global governance, or do they
reinscribe existing structures under the language of reform?

Approaching global health as a key arena of sociopolitical transformation, this contribution draws
on Michel Foucault's concept of governmentality and theorizes neoliberalism as a rationality
of governance that continues to shape institutional responses to crisis. Health policy and
infrastructure offer a particularly revealing lens into how imaginaries of the future are mobilized,
how uncertainty is governed, and how longstanding inequalities are reproduced or challenged.
Rather than claiming a decisive rupture, the analysis frames global health as a space of contested
transition—defined by institutional ambivalence, shifting norms, and competing visions. It
contributes to broader theoretical debates on transformation by asking: How are futures made
governable? What modes of change become legible, actionable, or desirable—and what
remains excluded? In raising these questions, the paper affirms the role of sociological theory in
keeping open the space between critique and possibility.

Ingolfur Bltihdorn (University for Economics and Business, Vienna, AT)
Untenability: Late Modernity and the Trauma of Critical Social Theory

* Dialectic, Eco-Sociology, Late Modernity, Ungovernability *

Ecologically, late-modern societies are heading for disaster; democracy and democratization
end up in ungovernability; the ideal of the autonomous subject has become anachronistic.
The progressive, eco-emancipatory project (EEP) lies in tatters. While some still sound the
alarm bells, others celebrate the end of the green hegemony. Adopting an eco-sociological
perspective, the talk contributes to theorizing late modernity and the new post-liberal era.
Drawing on Ulrich Beck’s theory of reflexive modernization and his distinction between a first,
industrial, and a second, reflexive, modernity, it suggests that the logic of the EEP itself is an
important driver of the transformation toward a third, postliberal modernity: In the wake of
a triple dialectic — of sustainability, emancipation, and democracy — it has rendered the EEP
outdated and helped to pave the way for a new modernity beyond the values that once
underpinned this project and Western liberal modernity at large.

Andrea Mubi Brighenti (University of Trento, IT) & Lorenzo Sabetta (Universita di Roma La Sapienza, IT)
Social Theory, From the Darkest Hour to Daybreak

* Politics of Knowledge, Theory as Practice, Inspiration Space, Vitalism *

Today, thinking back to the classics in sociology engenders a kind of nostalgia, along with a sense
of powerlessness and crisis. Unlike the giants of social theorizing, who developed arguments not
only intellectually relevant but also socially compelling, we feel that the increased sophistication
of contemporary theories has paradoxically translated into an increase in their weakness vis-a-vis
the Zeitgeist. Anti-intellectualism and anti-science are on the rise: everywhere we see vehement
attacks, not simply against sociology, but against the very idea of argument-based reasoning. In
short, the war mindset dominates the scene. And yet, drawing precisely from Sun Tzu's Art of
War, “it is on the occasions in which everything is to be feared that it is necessary to fear nothing;
it is when one is surrounded by all the dangers that it is not necessary to dread any; it is when one
is without resources that it is necessary to count on all of them.” We believe it is both possible and
desirable to continue social theory, not only as an intellectual and scientific endeavor, but as a daily
practice of research life, where: (-) we could move beyond simple idealized formulas, drawing the
sharpest distinction between theorizing and ideology; (-) each researcher could find their own
unique path and personal blend, staying clear of orthodoxy; (-) initiatives of all sorts amongst
theorists could be launched and multiplied, regardless of their performance, just for the joy of
doing; (-) theorists could freely merge in all sorts of civil society initiatives so as to spur biodiversity
in the public ‘ecology of mind’; (-) a more confident and consciously self-congratulatory attitude
could be promoted for any sort of theoretical achievement: each new idea deserves a party to
celebrate it! Resist the present, with joy.



Craig Alan Richard Browne (University of Sydney, AU)
Political Imaginaries and Ideological Metamorphoses
* Political Imaginaries, Ideology, Social Transformation, Domination, Critique *

The history of ideology is one of mutations, variations and inversions of meaning. Ideology
is a notion that has been promulgated through divergent conceptions and interpretations.
The notions of social and political imaginaries were conditioned by the need to explain the
metamorphosis of an emancipatory ideology into a legitimation of regimes of domination.
Similarly, there is a considerable need to explain today the contemporary metamorphoses
of ideologies. Notably, there is a need to explain the sources of the renewal of authoritarian
and racist ideologies. These were either presumed to belong to the past - even though they
persisted, or were considered an overhang of their suppression, rather than subjection to
rational public critique through their open expression. The last decade has no less witnessed
the internal erosion of highly influential recent ideologies through the effects of their partial
realization, such as neoliberalism and globalization. Further, the ideological assumptions that
underpin progressive ideals, like those of human rights regimes, have been exposed and
challenged from the perspective of social justice and not just conservative standpoints. Political
imaginaries, | argue, enable the elucidation of these metamorphoses and their implications
because imaginaries comprise the deeper sources of ideologies, express the multiplicity of
meanings and significations present in ideologies, and reconcile the rational and non-logical,
or irrational, constitution of ideological understandings and practices. Imaginaries shape
ideologies through their instituting generative matrixes of meanings, powers of projecting
beyond existing reality or instituted society, and crystallizing antinomian relations to the world.
Given these various attributes, the contemporary period’s ideological metamorphoses are
traced to modern political imaginaries” antithetical institution and the current, but protracted,
crises in the representation of society.

Arthur Bueno (Universitat Passau, DE)
Resonance and Revolution

* Georg Lukacs, Hartmut Rosa, Struggle for Resonance, Alienation *

The relationship between resonance and revolution is far from straightforward. Rosa’s theory
expands Marx's critique of capitalism in novel directions, similarly envisioning a revolution
aimed at overcoming the alienation of late modernity. At the same time, it provides valid
reasons to exercise caution regarding central aspects of Marxist conceptions of social
emancipation. Notably, Rosa’s emphasis on the receptivity and the unavailability involved in
resonant world-relations diverges from the focus on agency and instrumental control prevalent
in most notions of revolution. Furthermore, resonance as an adaptive mode of experience is
fundamentally at odds with the antagonism associated with repulsive world-relations, which,

however, plays a significant role in Marxist notions of radical change. A struggle for resonance
may, then, appear as a contradiction in terms: it could entail the risk of the means (agential,
instrumental, and antagonistic) undermining the ends (receptive, unavailable, and adaptive). |
will argue, however, that the concept of resonance is not only politically compatible with but
intrinsically linked to struggles for radical transformation. By reinterpreting Lukacs’ analysis of
revolutionary consciousness through the lens of Rosa’s theory, one can show that resonant
world-relations may not simply result from but arise through collective struggles against
capitalist alienation.

Carla Campardo (Sciences Po Toulouse, FR)
The Role of Race and Gender in the Constitution of the World Capitalist
System From a Decolonial Perspective

* Race, Gender, Decolonial Theory *

After the neoliberal turn that marked the political, economic and intellectual sphere in Latin
America at the end of the 20th and the beginning of the 21st century, studies on dependent
capitalism and the condition of underdevelopment entered a crisis. In this context, decolonial
studies emerged to fill the intellectual void left by Latin American Marxism and to develop
a new epistemology of loco citato thought: a critical reading of dominant capitalism and
neoliberal hegemony, which reproduces coloniality on a global scale at different levels. Thus,
the group starts from Wallerstein's theoretical construction of the world-system in order to
develop notions, ideas and concepts that allow it to denounce contemporary forms of the
relations of domination.In this sense, we seek to ask what is the role of race and gender
in the submission of Latin America to the hegemonic countries and the dependent and
underdeveloped role it occupies in the world system according to a decolonial theory. We
argue that for such a theory the colonial process represented a new model of capitalist power
in which all ethnicities acquired a racial and gender connotation, thus making new historical
social identities emerge. The colonial process represented a new model of capitalist power
in which all ethnicities acquired a racial and gender connotation, thus making new historical
social identities emerge. The creation of a race and gender identity of the population served,
in this sense, to legitimize the relations of colonial domination between conquerors and
conquered and established a hierarchy, serving as the axis of the new model of power and
contributing to the dependent insertion of the Latin American continent in the structure of the
modern world-colonial system.In order to do so, we will conduct a review of the literature on
the topic, performing a systemic approach to historical processes and a critical evaluation of
the bibliographic sources on the subject. In this way we draw on the authors who formed the
Modernity/Coloniality Group, like Anibal Quijano (2000), Santiago Castro-Gémez (2005) and
Maldonado-Torres (2007) and bring a more feminist view of the theory, with Luciana Ballestrin
et Maria Lugones (2008).



Natalia Coppolino (University of Catania, IT)
Utopia as a Method for Sociological Inquiry and Territorial Design
* Urban Utopia, Territorial Planning, Social Justice, Real Utopias, Transformative Methodology *

The concept of utopia, traditionally relegated to the realm of idealistic thought, has regained
prominence in contemporary sociological and urban debates as a critical tool for rethinking
territorial planning.Far from being an abstract exercise, utopia emerges as a theoretical and
methodological device for challenging the hegemony of neoliberal rationality and envisioning
alternatives grounded in social justice, environmental sustainability, and collective well-being.
This paper aims to explore the potential of utopia as a method by analyzing how the concept of
urban utopia has evolved over time: from classical and Renaissance thought, where ideal cities
reflected moral and cosmological orders, to the socialist utopias of the nineteenth century that
imagined egalitarian models of coexistence, and finally to the functionalist proposals of the
twentieth century, based on rational order, zoning, and technical efficiency.

In parallel, particular attention will be given to “utopias of the possible” and to the practical
initiatives that embody their principles.

The analysis draws on the theoretical contributions of Karl Mannheim, David Harvey, Erik Olin
Wright, and Ruth Levitas. Mannheim conceptualizes utopia as a transformative force capable
of disrupting the existing order; Harvey critiques the contradictions of the capitalist city and
advocates for the collective right to the city; Wright introduces the paradigm of “real utopias,”
oriented toward building feasible and egalitarian institutional arrangements. Levitas, in turn,
understands utopia as a heuristic device composed of critique, anticipation, and reconstruction,
offering a methodology that integrates imagination with spatial and social planning.
Adopting utopia as a methodological lens implies a radical rethinking of the values, tools, and
goals of planning. In this perspective, utopia is not an escape from reality, but a critical practice
capable of guiding transformations toward more just, inclusive, and sustainable urban futures.

Martina Cvajner (University of Trento, IT)
Exploring Existing Social Interaction Through Virtual Reality: Testing
the Uncanny Valley Effect

* Uncanny Valley, Interaction *

The current developments of the fields of virtual reality and human-robot interaction provide
a precious resource for all social theorists interested in the analysis of social interaction. Are
the existing theories of social interaction able to provide insights on virtual environments
and interactions with non-human actors? Philip Smith (2014) has already observed how
the uncanny valley effect could be an important stimulus for cultural sociology. The present
paper explores the Uncanny Valley Effect (hereafter UVE) in human-robot interaction using an
innovative virtual reality (VR) methodology. Conducted in three experimental iterations with a

total of 60 participants, the study aimed to test the existence of the UVE by examining human
responses to humanoid and mannequin-like robot models in a controlled VR environment.
Participants engaged in customizing these robot models and simulated real-world interactions,
providing a unique context for evaluating their perceptions and preferences.

Validated measures, including Likert scales and open-ended