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Vadim Smakhtin is a creative technologist whose work bridges art, data analytics, and
architecture. As a PhD candidate at the University of Innsbruck's Synthetic Landscape Lab

(supervised by Prof. Claudia Pasquero and Dr. Marco Poletto), he explores the convergence of
technological and ecological layers.

His practice centres on distributed computing, extended reality, and data visualization,
consistently examining technology's social, political, and economic dimensions within
ecological contexts. Early in his career, he worked in big data for urban analytics startup, before
taking on the role of Head of Product & Tech at the Sovereign Nature Initiative.

At the Sovereign Nature Initiative, Smakhtin helped reimagine ecological economics through
novel funding mechanisms. His notable contributions include the Decentralized Ecological
Economics Protocol (DEEP), which connects ecological data with digital systems to generate
conservation funding, and Nature Cognita, a project investigating how non-human entities can
be represented digitally.

Throughout his career, Smakhtin has maintained a critical perspective on technology's
relationship with society and ecology, working to create systems that bridge physical and digital
worlds for environmental benefit.
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