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Textbooks significantly influence what is taught and learned in 
classrooms, shaping students' worldviews and perceptions of 
global issues. With the growing focus on social justice and 
Education for Sustainable Development, topics like poverty, 
environmental concerns, and social inequality are increasingly 
included in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms and 
textbooks.

However, there is a notable gap in research on how EFL textbooks 
present poverty—its types, causes, and solutions. This guest 
lecture will present recent findings showing that German EFL 
school textbooks:

• Primarily focus on U.S. American poverty

• Often misrepresent the reality of poverty in the United States 
compared to other countries

• May employ a neoliberal framing that masks serious structural 
issues related to class and inequality

This guest lecture will explore these distortions, their implications 
for students' understanding of global poverty, and the broader 
consequences for education and society.

About the speaker
Roger Dale Jones is a professor for English Subject Pedagogy at 
University of Klagenfurt in Austria. He has taught foreign 
languages at the secondary and tertiary level in the USA and 
Germany, and has taught English as a foreign language (EFL) 
pedagogy in Germany and Austria. His research interests range 
from the intersection of culture, foreign language acquisition, and 
digital media (with focus on digital games) to the teaching of 
global poverty (as a part of Education for Sustainable 
Development), and includes critical analysis of the representation 
of inequality in EFL textbooks.
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