
My exchange semester at the Ontario tech University was extremely beautiful.  
The students, professor and the city of Ontario were amazing, yet there were also some 
challenges that I faced. In this short report I will give insight into the advantages and 
challenges that come with studying in Canada. 

One of the main benefits was that Canadiens are extremely friendly. In the public transport at 
the university everywhere. They are one of the nicest people that I have met. Furthermore 
the team that welcomes new students is warm and gives you all the information that you 
need to start your semester. 
Also the students are communicative and open. The students have many different 
backgrounds and cultures which makes it a very diverse university. 

Another highlight was the city which has amazing skyscrapers and is directly located next to 
the water. I can definitely recommend visiting the toronto island park which is an island 
facing the city, the view is extremely beautiful.  
Furthermore it is quite easy to visit the US and I can recommend the cities New York and 
Boston which I visited in the holidays after my exchange semester. 

Coming to the challenges, to find a flat is difficult and expensive. I took an Airbnb and spent 
around 1000 euros. Yes the university offers housing but it is expensive and you have to 
share the room which is not everyones cup of tea. However due to the fact that the semester 
is shorter it is still manageable (3 Month + 10 days exams in the end). 

Another fact that you should be aware of is that the university district is very safe, same as 
Toronto, nevertheless I would avoid Oshawa downtown at night.   

Overall I can clearly recommend doing an exchange semester in Canada. I enjoyed it 
extremely. Everything in Canada is different, the cars, streets, city and people but in a very 
positive way. It was great to experience the suburbs or to explore the city of Toronto. It was a 
truly memorable experience and I can recommend it to every other student. 
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