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INTRO

The course explores the role of architectural typologies Iin creating urban environments.
By examining the transformation of the house [a small scale architectural object] into
larger typologies and urban hybrids, the course aims to discover hidden potentials and
reimagine a city block. I'hrough a combination of formal analysis, precedent studies using
dlagrams, and practical design exercises, students will develop hybrid structures embead-

ded within the urban fabric of Manhattan, New York.

https://www.uibk.ac.at/staedtebau/urbandesign/index.ntml.en



Abstract:
The design studio ‘What City Lies Within An Iconic Building’ examines the concept of types/typologies in architecture.
Typology refers to the classification of buildings, In search for a commmon idea or vision that will iInvest architecture with a

soclal and political role. Understanding typologies Is essential for architects, as It provides valuable Insignts Iinto the struc-
ture and dynamics of urban environments.

The seminar explores the transformation of iconic houses into urban hybrids, inspired by the concept of O.M.A.'s hyper-
pbuilding. By reimagining the house as a small-scale object within the context of dense, multi-functional urban structures,
conventional architectural boundaries as well as the contemporary city are peing chaltlengea.

Participants will study key architectural reference projects, analyze their core design principles, and explore strategies to
iINntegrate those principles into large-scale urban forms. Combining theoretical analysis and practical design exercises, the
seminar seeks to develop a new approach to urbanism — one that merges the intimacy of awelling spaces with the com-
plexity of urban infrastructure. The course focuses on integrating architectural designs into hybrid urban structures. Stu-

dents will explore how larger cityscapes emerge through agglomeration of smaller objects, discovering how Individual
dwellings can Inform and transform broader urban typologies.

The course Is structured into three phases: In the first phase, students will analyze and create 3D models of iconic build-
INgs, establish a comprehensive library of architectural icons and discover their formal diagrams. During the second phase,
teams of two students will select five icons from the library and develop four distinct diagrams based on these selections.
In the final phase, students will design their own hybrid structures within an urban environment (Manhattan, New York).

These hybrias will Integrate the four typologies, enhanced with essential urban amenities such as transportation, parks,
and leisure facilities, creating a new form of urban structure.

https://www.uibk.ac.at/staedtebau/urbandesign/index.ntml.en



Organization:

Each student will analyze their precedent building individually and present their work to
the group. Once a library of precedents Is established, students continue in groups of two.
The objective Is to ensure each student gains experience with 3D modeling and commu-
nicating their work by drawings, renderings and architectural analysis/diagrams.

Methodology:

The methodology will focus on the development of a design project supported by a strong
foundation in analysis and theory. Precedents are being abstracted and analyzed through
the lense of the architectural diagram (Le Corbusier Massing Diagrams).

Throughout the course, students will not only engage In the design process but also ac-
quire essential skills in rendering (Blender), 3D modeling (Rhino) as well as visual rep-
resentation. These technical abilities will be complemented by theoretical foundation al-

lowing students to create designs that are conceptually grounded In the discourse of
architecture.

°lease bring your laptop with Blender and Rhino installed to every meeting!

https://www.uibk.ac.at/staedtebau/urbandesign/index.ntml.en



SEMESTER PREVIEW:
PIn-Up after every phase

PHASE 1
analysis/diagrams + modeling (Icons)

PHASE 2
formal diagrams of 4 typologies
typology chunks (by using the ‘lcons-Library’)

PHASE 3
formal diagram of the hybrid building

design of a hybrid city block

https://www.uibk.ac.at/staedtebau/urbandesign/index.ntml.en
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FIRST MEETING

Thursday, 6th March, 10 AM
at [OUD, 3rd floor

looking forward to seeing youl

following meetings every
Thursday, 10 AM

DATES

06.03.
13.03.
20.03.
27.03.
03.04.
10.04

—AST

[ 1]
AJ
J
AJ

—AK

08.05
15.05
22.05
05.06
12.06




