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SS2020 – Exchange report from NCCU, Taiwan  
 

Preparation 
Application & Choice of University 
The application for the exchange and the stipend both were very uncomplicated. I chose 
Taiwan as I never really heard much about it, wanted to learn the Chinese language and 
appreciated having security & freedom in terms of the democratic system in Taiwan over 
studying in China. In terms of the language, Taiwan uses traditional characters, which makes 
it a bit harder in the beginning, but is no big hurdle later on. I chose the NCCU over other 
universities in Taiwan due to the availability of many business & information-system related 
master courses and its close location to Taipei. 
 
Apartment search 
I got lucky in the draw for a spot in the I-House and was very satisfied with it. In general, the 
people living here were very diverse and also some local students were living here. In the I-
House, it’s very easy to connect with other people and after some weeks there you will 
know everyone. In general, the I-House is quite modern and well equipped. Each room 
comes with a fridge, router + WiFi, mattress, blanket, pillow & belonging covers and gets 
cleaned monthly by the staff. In the common areas there’s a shared fridge & freezer, a 
microwave and an oven. Washing machine and a dryer is also available, but it only washes 
with cold water (usual in Taiwan), so expect your clothes to suffer more than back home. 
Many people I know found also a flat in the city through Facebook groups and the site 
Myroomabroad. Myroomabroad is awesome as they also organized many meetups 
especially in the beginning of the semester. Very few people went to the dorms and I heard 
mixed things (you must buy your own mattress, quite distanced from everything except the 
university, old). 
 
Other organizational things 
For your preparation, make an international driving license if you plan to drive scooter and 
car. If you forgot it, some people used https://www.e-ita.org/ and it seemed to work when 
they got controlled by the police.  
In terms of visa, I entered the country simply without any since you can enter visa-
exempted for 90 days (German passport). During the 90 days you must simply fly to another 
country and reenter Taiwan to get 90 days again, which is enough to reach a max. of < 180 
days in total. If you don’t plan to go abroad, get the visitor visa. 
I did the health check back in Innsbruck as it was super uncomplicated and in Taiwan you 
have to pay for it (less than 40€). Also, you can skip the health-check day as everything can 
be done in beforehand by mail. 
The university offers a buddy program which connects you with local students. Most people 
got one to three buddies. I got connected with two girls studying in their Master at NCCU 
and both were super helpful during the whole exchange. Without them I would be stuck in 
Hong Kong as they thankfully messaged me that Taiwan decided to close the border to Hong 
Kong the day after the announcement. Thus, I had to book a very spontaneous flight and 
could luckily enter Taiwan without any quarantine.  
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Choice of courses 
The selection of courses is a bit complicated, but you’ll get the hang of it. As I was a bit 
confused there - even though the master courses are saying that there is a fee, there is not 
for exchange students. I got the most helpful information’s from the syllabus provided by 
the courses and some google searches. I was really satisfied with my courses and learned a 
lot. I got the feel from what other people told me that if you go for the easy courses, don’t 
expect your courses to be very good (especially the exchange-student only ones). If you are 
a master student, pay special attention to the IMBA ones. They are a lot of work but super 
worth it, considering that IMBA students pay a lot for it. Also, the connection with the 
people studying in the program is alone worth it. My Chinese course was very good but a lot 
of work, too. I took: 

- Chinese Advanced Part-Time Course 
- Trade Policy 
- Artificial Intelligence in Business Applications 
- IMBA: Strategic Talent Management 
- IMBA: Venture Capital 
 

Your first week in Taipei 
The most important stuff 
Easycard is used everywhere in Taipei and many cities and Taiwan. It can be used for busses, 
MRT, taxis, bicycles and shopping. Don’s use it for high-speed long-distance trains or you 
have to pay a fine. In busses, tap it to the reader when entering and leaving.  
When looking up public transport connections, everyone uses Google Maps, it’s the best 
compared to all other apps available, but still, the trip duration times for busses are 
sometimes wrong. 
For the SIM card I went for Chungwa-Telecom, as they have the best connection also 
outside of the city, but they are a bit more expensive than other carriers. Go there in person 
with your student ID to receive the student offers. I bought a 20GB package for 120 days for 
1000 NT$ which was sufficient. They also offer unlimited internet packages. 
Getting cash at ATMs is with a fee in 7-11. It’s free in Jasons, some of the other convenient 
stores and in the MRT stations. 
You can’t drink water out of the tap, but there are water dispensers everywhere. 
Cherry & Wendy from the Office of International Cooperation of the College of Commerce 
(your exchange coordinators) are your best friends for every university related question. 
They are super helpful and know a lot. They helped me find a language buddy and to enroll 
in sport courses. Also, a friend of mine found out through them that it’s possible to book a 
weekly-slot for practicing piano for free. 
There is a student lounge right next to their office which can be, as far as I know, only used 
by IMBA and master students. There’s a printer to print for free, but you need own paper. 
 
What to bring from back home 
Cosmetics is more expensive here. Bring, if you can, enough sunscreen and mosquito spray 
for the whole stay as especially the mosquito spray here is worse. Depending on the time of 
the year you are here, the temperature changes quite a lot and it gets colder than you might 
expect – especially if you decide to go hiking in the high mountains > 3000m (≈5°C).  
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Living in Taipei and some Tipps 
I won’t mention too much here to keep some surprises to explore. But in general is Taiwan 
super diverse, you can do diving, camping, hiking, surfing, biking, climbing here. Also, there 
is a lot of sport courts near the rivers that you can use for free (basketball, baseball, 
football, tennis, badminton). If you want to go hiking on mountains > 3000m there is mostly 
a permit required. I would recommend especially for the highest (Yushan) to apply in 
advance for two or three different dates to be safe with the weather. If you apply more than 
35 days before, you can use the foreigner application and have more chances of getting in 
and not participate in the usual lottery.  
The public transport system is very good, there is a highspeed rail on the west coast. It’s a 
bit pricy but if you look on the Chinese version of the page you see the discounts you get as 
a student for different times of the day. Long-distance busses are also quite comfortable 
and cheap but take quite long. 
In general living here is quite cheap, for 2-5€ you get sufficient meals. Transport is roughly 
≈0.4ct for using the bus and ≈1.2€ per MRT use in Taipei. You can rent scooters for about 
300-400 NT$ per day or 3200 NT$ per month. 
 

COVID-19 and Taiwan 
I’m very lucky that I stayed during my exchange semester in Taiwan. Nearly all of my friends 
had to cancel their exchange and go back home. Taiwan imposed many measures to not 
repeat what happened during the 2002 SARS epidemic. This includes temperature checks & 
hand-disinfection everywhere. A mask-rationing system, notifying contacts of confirmed 
Covid-cases by SMS to perform “self-health management” (paying for 14 days more 
attention to oneself and withdrawing oneself from mass gatherings & wearing a mask all the 
time) and enforcing the quarantine by controlling breaches through surveilling the mobile 
phone. Also, the people here have a quite high trust in the government and are very careful. 
Most locals started wearing masks at all time during the peak-phases of the virus. 
During the exchange, I could attend all my university-courses in person, although many 
offered the choice to decide on how to attend the class during the Corona peak-phase 
(online or in-person). When going into the university, we had to scan our Student-ID at 
every building and check-in with every class. This was done in the case that one student 
would get the virus. In this way it could be very specifically traced, where a potential 
infected person went and whom to quarantine.  
In the whole period of my exchange, the everyday life and domestic travel was possible with 
only barely restrictions and for example clubs, cinemas, sports facilities and night markets 
all remained open - only mass-events were cancelled. In general, seeing the whole COVID-
19 situation from the perspective of Taiwan was a very interesting experience. 
 
But to sum it all up in short: My exchange semester was super worth it & exceeded my 
expectations in many ways. I can only recommend everyone to do it, especially at NCCU. 
 
Some awesome resources for exploring Taiwan: 
http://tw.followxiaofei.com/ 
http://www.overthecity.asia/hiddentaiwan 

If you have any questions, feel free to write me on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/burkhardt.max 
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NATIONAL
CHENGCHI
UNIVERSITY

TAIWAN UND TAIPEH
als Lebensmittelpunkt für 5 Monate 

ORGANISATION 
Innsbruck und Taipeh

LEBEN UND CAMPUS 
Essen, trinken, etc. 



TAIWAN
Von unzähligen Dreitausendern bis

zur vielfältigen Küstenlandschaft

hat Taiwan alles zu bieten . 

Auch hier hat der Outdoor-Mensch

alles was das Herz begehrt . 

Taipeh hat ebenfalls jegliches

Kulturangebot und

Naherholungsgebiete zu bieten . Es

gibt eigentlich nichts , was es nicht

gibt . Also fast so gut wie Innsbruck .

 

Deswegen war für mich schnell

klar , dass Taipeh auf der Insel

Taiwan genau der richtige Ort für

ein Auslandssemester ist . 5 Monate

mein Lebensmittelpunkt .

 

Taiwan , mit einer Bevölkerung von

23 ,6 Millionen und Taipeh als

Hauptstadt , hat eine vorteilhafte

Lage direkt vor der asiatischen 
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Landmasse zwischen Japan und den

Philippinen , was es zu einem

regionalen Verkehrsknotenpunkt

macht . 

In ihrem Zuständigkeitsbereich

befinden sich außerdem zahlreiche

vorgelagerte Inseln , darunter die

Penghu-, Kinmen- und Matsu-

Archipele . Etwa 70% der Hauptinsel

sind gebirgig .  

 

Mandarin-Chinesisch und der

Minnan-Dialekt sind am weitesten

verbreitet , wobei die Hakka-

Minderheit und die indigenen Völker

auch ihre eigenen Sprachen

sprechen . Die wichtigsten Religionen

sind der Buddhismus , der Daoismus

und der Konfuzianismus , wobei sich

die drei Religionen stark miteinander

verbinden . Es gibt auch große

christliche und muslimische

Minderheiten , während die meisten

Angehörigen indigener Stämme

Christen sind .  



ORGANISA-
TION UND
PLANUNG

Die Credits wurden in meinem

Fall dreifach angerechnet : 

Ein 3 CP Kurs der NCCU ist in

Innsbruck 9 ECTS wert . 

Aktuelle Informationen befinden

sich auf der Internetseite der

NCCU . 

Ich bin sehr zufrieden mit den

Kursen , die ich gewählt habe : Zwei

IMBA Kurse (Chinese Business from

a Global Perspective ; Confucianism

and Leadership), ein EMPIS

Research Modul (Research

Methods) und einen

undergraduate-foreign-students-

only Kurs (Workshop on

Sustainability Issues), der mir nicht

angerechnet wird .

UND
ERFAHRUNG
SIM Karten gibt es unkompliziert in

der Stadt , Reisepass und evtl . eine

Studienbescheinigung mitbringen .

Ich habe einen befristeten Vertrag

für 1000NT$ abgeschlossen (ca . 38€)

für 185 Tage für 24GB Datenvolumen

bei myfone . 

Ansonsten gibt es auch auch

unlimited data plans , die kosten

aber wesentlich mehr . 

Wer im Dorm auf dem Campus

wohnt , sollte das aber in Erwägung

ziehen . Anscheinend ist die Internet

/ WLAN-Verbindung dort nicht

zuverlässig .

Da es WLAN fast überall frei

verfügbar gibt und am Campus

sowieso , habe ich beschlossen , dass

24GB für mich ausreichend sind .
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Die Planung des Auslandssemesters

gestaltete sich recht unkompliziert .

Im Internet finden sich die

notwendigen

Dokumente und bei Fragen stand

sowohl in Innsbruck , als auch an der

NCCU ein*e

hilfsbereite*r Ansprechpartner*in zur

Verfügung . Google Translate war

überlebenswichtig in diversen

Angelegenheiten . 

 

Ich wohnte im International House
(iHouse),
nur ein paar Gehminuten vom

Campus entfernt . Es gibt unzählige

Restaurants in der näheren

Umgebung , kaum Bars , einen recht

teuren , aber westlich ausgestatteten

Supermarkt , leckere Cafés ,

Drogerien ohne Ende , sowie viele

westliche Gesichter . 

Die Taiwaner*innen sind alle sehr

aufgeschlossen und hilfsbereit , ich

fühlte mich von Anfang an

willkommen .

 

Komplizierter wird es eigentlich nur

bei der Belegung der Kurse , aber

auch das ist kein Hexenwerk . Die

Universität hat tolle und vielfältige

Businesskurse , auch ein Grund ,

warum ich mich für die NCCU

entschieden habe . 

Die online Anmeldung funktioniert

nur teilweise und wird am Ende

offline und vor Ort durchgeführt . 



LEBEN
ÖPNV ist super günstig und wird am

besten mit der sogenannten "Easy Card"

benutzt . Diese wird aufgeladen , am

Eingang der MRT (U-Bahn) am Gate

eingecheckt und beim auschecken am

Gate an der Zielstation wird der Betrag

(abhängig von der Distanz) abgebucht . 

Getränke : Die meisten Getränke sind

übertrieben gezuckert (Kaffee , Tee , Bubble

Tea uvm .) , das kann aber abbestellt

werden , sofern man möchte . Das gleiche

gilt es beim Kaffee zu beachten , die Milch

ist teilweise aufs äußerste gezuckert .

Essen : Auch das Essen ist oft

widererwarten süß . Beispielsweise habe

ich eine Wurst probiert , die mit Knoblauch

servier war , aber durchaus süß geschmeckt

hat . Gewöhnungsbedürftig , interessant

und auf jeden Fall einen Versuch wert .

Essenstechnisch gibt es hier auf jeden Fall

alles was das Herz begehrt , für westliche

Küche muss allerdings tiefer in die Tasche

gegriffen werden und man bezahlt

schließlich europäische Preise . Am

meisten beschäftigt hat mich das Thema

Frühstück , das fällt hier nämlich eher

exotisch aus . Gefüllte Reisbällchen ,

frittierte Pfannenkuchen gefüllt mit Ei ,

Bacon , Hühnersteaks , Rindersteaks , etc .

Allerdings kann man sich gut mit

Haferflocken und Obst versorgen .
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WOHNEN
UND CAMPUS
I-House: Das iHouse ist super . Es

gibt eine Küche mit Mikrowelle

und Backofen (keine Herdplatten),

einen Wasserspender (heißes ,

warmes , kaltes Wasser),

Waschmaschine und Trockner , das

Zimmer ist ausgestattet mit

Kühlschrank , WLAN , Bett (mit

Bettwäsche) einem Schreibtisch

mit Stuhl und Schreibtischlampe ,

einem Sessel und kleinen Tisch ,

Schränken und sogar einen

Balkon . Das Bad ist ebenfalls

basic , aber gut . Ich fühle mich hier

sehr wohl und wer möchte kann

nachträglich noch selber

dekorieren , der IKEA ist in der

Nähe .

Roller mieten: Geht tageweise ,

monatlich und länger . Ein Monat hat

um die 3000 NTD gekostet . Das

habe ich allerdings nicht

ausprobiert , da es in der Stadt nur

anstrengend ist . Bietet sich aber an ,

wenn man eine Tour um die Insel

machen möchte . Meine

Mitbewohner im iHouse haben

dieses Abenteuer gewagt und

nachts auf Hängematten in der

Wildnis geschlafen – sehr

empfehlenswert .

 

Die Orientierung am Campus ist am

Anfang gewöhnungsbedürftig , aber

eigentlich wie in jeder neuen

Universität . Die Wirtschaftskurse

fanden alle im „College of

Commerce“ oder „General Building“

statt . Online , auf der Internetseite

der NCCU gibt es eine Karte , die

sehr hilfreich ist .

S
E
I
T
E

 
5

 
•
 
E
R
F
A
H

R
U

N
G

S
B
E
R
I
C
H

T



Mein persönliches Highlight sind die

Student Clubs der NCCU.
Die Auswahl ist einfach unendlich . Es

gibt sportliche Clubs (Rugby , Basketball ,

Fußball , Yoga , Gym , Climbing , Cycling ,

etc .) , künstlerische (Tanzen ,

Kaligraphie , Oper , . . .) , einen Cocktail-

Mixing Club , Tee-Zeremonie , DJ Club ,

Meditation und viele mehr . All die Clubs

präsentieren sich zu Beginn des

Semesters (zweite Woche in meinem

Fall) auf einer Messe , für die man sich

unbedingt Zeit nehmen sollte .
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HILFREI-
CHE LINKS

 JOINT STUDY
PROGRAMME
https ://www .uibk .ac .at/internationa
l-relations/austauschstudierende-
outgoing/auslandsstipendien .html
#JST

 TRAVEL
GUIDES
https://eng.taiwan.net.tw/m1.asp
x?sNo=0016590

 STUDIEREN IM
AUSLAND
https ://www .uibk .ac .at/internationa
l-relations/austauschstudierende-
outgoing/studieren .html

NCCU
https ://www .nccu .edu .tw/p/426-
1000-35 .php?Lang=en

EMPFEHLUNGEN
TAIPEH
ESSEN-TRINKEN-
REISEN
http://taipeiexpat.com/

 THE 9 THINGS
EXPATS LOVE MOST
ABOUT TAIWAN
https://theculturetrip.com/asia/t
aiwan/articles/the-9-things-
expats-love-most-about-taiwan/
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Application 
The overall application process for a semester abroad is quite simple as long as you hand in 
the required documents on time. The following documents were required:1 
 
- Curriculum vitae 
- Letter of motivation 
- Current proof of academic success (incl. all grades) 
- Proof of English language skills (TOEFL test, IELTS test, letter of recommendation - this 
depends on the respective foreign university) 
- Preliminary selection of courses - you can find it on the website of the respective university 
or on the fact sheet (the form does not have to be signed by the Dean of Studies: 
https://www.uibk.ac.at/international-relations/austauschstudierende-outgoing/antrag-auf-
anerkennung-von-pruefungen.pdf) 
- Possibly ranking, if you are interested in several partner universities which are supervised 
by Dr. Mathias Schennach or Ms. Sandra Scherl (1st choice..., 2nd choice... etc.) 
  
With these documents, the international relation office is going to nominate you as exchange 
student, and it is the partner university which decides whether you get accepted or not. I 
received the letter of acceptance at the beginning of March 2019. Afterwards, various emails 
from your coordinator as well as from the international relations office will follow so that 
cannot miss any deadlines. Additionally, further information is provided on the NCCU fact 
sheet which I added to the appendix. As deadlines might vary, it is advisable to check the UIBK 
website for the deadlines or send an email to the international relations office 
(Christina.Liepert@uibk.ac.at)  
 
Taiwan Overview  
Taiwan is a small island state 180 km east of China with modern cities, traditional Chinese 
temples, thermal spring resorts and beautiful mountain landscapes. Taipei, the capital in the 
northern part of the island is the fourth largest city in the country and, together with New 
Taipei, forms its largest conurbation. The area of the city is completely surrounded by the city 
of New Taipei, which emerged from the district of Taipei. In total, ca. 2.7 million people there. 
 

 
The currency in Taiwan is the New Taiwan Dollar and the exchange rate to Euro is 
approximately 1:0,03. Taipei is known for its bustling night markets, the National Palace 

 
1 https://www.uibk.ac.at/international-relations/austauschstudierende-outgoing/studieren.html#oben 
 



Museum with Chinese art from the imperial era and the 509 m high skyscraper Taipei 101, 
which was built in the shape of a bamboo cane and offers a viewing platform. Taiwanese 
people are very friendly and helpful to foreigners and most of them speak decent English, 
especially around the campus. Moreover, the city is considered a very safe place and I never 
felt uncomfortable when being by myself in the city. 
 
National Chengchi University (NCCU) 
In Taipei, 14 universities are located. The most prestigious one for business students is NCCU. 
Originally, NCCU was founded in Nanjing, China in 1927. Shortly after the end of the Second 
World War and during the Chinese Civil War, the university was elevated to the status of 
National University in 1946. After the Communists' victory on the Chinese mainland, the newly 
founded university was dissolved and most of the teaching staff fled to the island of Taiwan, 
which remained under Kuomintang control. There the university was reopened or founded in 
Taipei in 1954 with an explicit link to its predecessor. 
 
Now, NCCU is located in the very south of Taipei in the Wenshan district which is a quite 
remote area. In order to go to the city center, it takes you around 25 min with the bus. 
However, the university is well connected to the public transportation system. The campus 
covers an area of 106,54 ha. In the academic year 2014-2015, more than 16.000 students 
studied at the NCCU. Among them were more than 780 foreign exchange students. The 
number of faculty members amounted to over 1.900. 
 
Around the campus, various shops and restaurants are located in order to cater the needs of 
its students. Additionally, NCCU offers a variety of extracurricular activities, like tennis clubs, 
yoga clubs, a radio, etc. Moreover, the campus has two gymnasiums to offer as well as a 
sports swimming pool. 
 
Housing  
As mentioned before, the campus is not located in the city center and exchange students must 
decide whether they want to be in the center or experience campus life. I lived near the 
campus, but unfortunately not in the iHouse which is the housing designated for exchange 
students. As I wanted to experience the campus life and had classes four days a week, I 
decided to live near the campus anyways. I found my apartment at the website 
myroomabroad.com, however, I would also recommend checking out the housing pages on 
Facebook (e.g. Taipei Taiwan Apartment Rentals). Apartments there might be cheaper, 
especially if you want to live in the city center as myroomabroad.com charges payment and 
handling fees. Though, it is a safer alternative if you do not want to pay a deposit without 
having even seen the place before and you get a confirmation within 24h. Moreover, they 
offer very good customer service. I would always recommend applying for iHouse because the 
majority of exchange student live there and therefore it is super easy to find people to hang 
out with. Additionally, it is the cheapest way to live in Taipei (for more details, I would like to 
refer to Dorothea’s report who lived in iHouse). You should not live there, however, if you 
want to host guests from home or you want to cook as they do not have a proper kitchen, 
only hot water and a microwave. Additionally, guests have to leave the iHouse after 10 pm.  
 
 
 



Visa  
People with an European passport are allowed to stay 90 days in Taiwan without a Visa. Some 
people had to show a plane ticket to proof that they would leave the country after 90 days, 
some did not. I applied for a multiple entry Visa because I did not know when I would be able 
to leave the country in order to extend my Visa. It can be applied online and the required 
documents can be sent to the Taiwan representation office via post afterwards. The costs are 
around 90,00€ and it takes 4 working days. I handed in a proof of enrollment for both 
universities, my flight ticket, the application form as well as a proof of insurance, my passport 
and 2 biometrical photos. Further information can be found online.2 
 
Funding and Cost of Living  
I paid 13.200 NTD for my apartment which is around 388,00€ per month, electricity was not 
included. However, there are cheaper places available. Grocery shopping in Taiwan is quite 
expensive, which is why almost everyone eats out. Otherwise, people buy food in convenient 
stores, which can be found everywhere. A normal meal in a restaurant can cost 50 – 150 NTD. 
The cuisine is quite diverse and ranges from Japanese over Vietnamese to Western dishes. 
Only vegetarians/vegan people will encounter some difficulties as the diet in Taiwan is heavily 
dependent on meat. In order to get from A to B, the “Easy Card” is used which is like a prepaid 
credit card. One bus ride is around 7 NTD and the metro costs you 10-15 NTD. Additionally, I 
bought a Taiwanese SIM card covering 24 GB for 6 months for 1.500 NTD (= 30,00€). 
Moreover, you have to buy a compulsory insurance at the university which was 300 NTD for 
the whole semester. I would definitely recommend applying for the Joint Study scholarship as 
every student has good chances to receive it. Please refer to the UIBK website for detailed 
information. The application process is very simple and there are multiple deadlines to hand 
in your documents. I received 400€ per months, which made the funding of my semester 
abroad much easier as you will not get a working permit as an exchange student. 
 
Course selection 
The updated course list which will be offered in the respective semester is available only 
shortly before the semester starts. In my case it was in mid-August. You can use previous 
course lists to choose when applying. NCCU offers a variety of English taught courses3 as well 
as courses for exchange students only4. UIBK is quite generous with the course selection, 
however, you have to cover at least 10 ECTs of research and 30 ECTs in total. Additionally, you 
can only attend master level courses. The NCCU course selection system is quite complex and 
diffuse. In the end, I just went to the first date of most lectures and let the professor sign the 
so called RM-form with which you are accepted to the course. This form must be dropped to 
the office of the respective department. Afterwards you are enrolled to the course. Regarding 
the courses for the IMBA program, you are only eligible to attend electives which must be 
selected using another form. However, the program coordinator will provide sufficient 
information on that and a Q&A5 can be found online. The good thing about the NCCU course 
selection process is that you can “try out” the courses during the first two weeks and decide 
later if you want to keep or drop them. In the end, I chose the following courses: 
 

 
2 https://www.boca.gov.tw/mp-2.html 
3 http://moltke.cc.nccu.edu.tw/qrycourse/qryEngSub.jsp 
4 http://nccuoic.nccu.edu.tw/eng_credit_course/course/login 
5 https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pWVNlY8GZh8_Qj57zcn_FZatklAZh-mZ 



1. Research Methods 
The professor is very relaxed, but attendance is required. The assignments were a 
short midterm paper (5 pages) and a final paper at the end of the semester (15 pages). 
Unfortunately, the topics dealt with are similar to the qualitative part of the market 
research lecture in the first semester. However, it was hard to find another research 
class. Moreover, this class ended in mid January. 
 

2. Economics of Human Capital 
This course is based on two in-class presentations and a final term paper. The professor 
is quite demanding and active participation is required. The presentations are about 
journal articles you can choose on your own, though, the general topics are provided 
by the professor. The final term paper had to include an empirical part. Additionally, 
this class ended one day after Christmas. If you wanted to leave earlier, you had to 
prepare an additional presentation. 
 

3. Confucianism and Leadership 
This was a very different class to what we are used to in Innsbruck. It required heavy 
reading and for each class we had to prepare an individual reflection paper as well as 
a group report. Additionally, we had to submit a final reflection paper and a final group 
report. Furthermore, peer evolution made up 20% of the total grade. The professor is 
quite interesting, but he considers himself as tough grader. So, if you want to have 
easy grades, do not choose this class. Still, it was quite interesting to gain insights on 
leadership from a different cultural/philosophical perspective. As this is an IMBA 
elective, it takes place on the weekend and regular students attending this class are 
working full-time which is why scheduling group meetings was very hard. Luckily, this 
class took place on 3 Sundays only and during one whole weekend.  
 

4. Chinese Business in a global Perspective 
The professor is very nice, and the assignments were doable: 1 group presentation, 1 
group case study and 1 individual final paper (3000 words). As this is an IMBA elective, 
it takes place from 7-10 pm and regular students are working full-time which is why 
scheduling group meetings was very hard. This class finished before Christmas and you 
get a good overview about the evolvement of the Chinese economy, business conducts 
as well as political insights. I would highly recommend this class for those who want to 
work in the Asian market or with Asians in the future. 

 
All courses required attendance and active participation. For participation, professor like to 
distribute bonus points. Only 2 times, it was allowed to skip the class. As most professors have 
a teaching assistance who check attendance and participation, you should not skip class more 
often. However, I heard about other classes that only required the submission of one two-
page paper only or in which you could take the exam home.  
 
The person who approved my course selection was Bernd Reitsamer, who is also very helpful 
in case you have questions in terms of courses. Besides attending four classes, I was also in 
contact with the supervisor for my master thesis. Thus, I was already engaged in the 
literature review as well as in the writing of my master thesis proposal which you should 
keep in mind when applying for the semester abroad. Deadline for the proposal was mid-
January.  



The first week at NCCU 
During the first week at NCCU, you will receive a lot of information and you can also take part 
on a campus tour during which local students will show you around and provide you with 
necessary information on campus life. Moreover, you have to submit a health certificate which 
I got from my doctor back home as I did not know how the examination facilities in Taipei are. 
This certificate must proof that you got MMR vaccination and you have to submit an X-Ray to 
proof not having tuberculosis. Additionally, you get to meet your buddy who is responsible for 
assisting you. My buddy was super nice and we spend a lot of time together. She was very 
helpful, and it was good to have a Chinese speaking person at reach. Moreover, NCCU offered 
a cultural trip to Yilan which was fun, and you got to meet all exchange students. Although it 
is stated that the orientation week is compulsory, they are open to make exceptions.  
 
Travelling and Leisure 
My schedule allowed me to travel a lot during the semester. However, you should not only 
travel to countries nearby, but also take your time to explore Taiwan which has to offer 
beautiful nature, vibrant cities and nice beaches. Taipei has a domestic and an international 
airport but also high-speed trains to go to the south, for example. The south of Taiwan is 
usually hot, also during the winter months when it gets grey and wet in Taipei. Though, the 
temperature was never below 12 degrees Celsius. I went to Kenting, Tainan, Hualien, Yilan as 
well as Kaoshiung. Additionally, Taiwanese like to go to karaoke or enjoy sweets in the various 
coffeeshops downtown. Going shopping at one of the night market is also much fun, and a 
cheaper and fancier alternative to the common fashion brands like H&M, Zara and Mango. 
Moreover, Taipei also has a good night life with good deals for exchange students, like free 
entry, open bars or other deals. The destinations I visited besides the cities in Taiwan were 
Tokyo, Hanoi, Sa Ba, Halong Bay, Cebu, Penghu Island, and Hong Kong. 
 
I can highly recommend spending your semester abroad at NCCU and I hope my report will 
you make your decision to choose your partner university easier. In case, there are still some 
open questions, you are more than welcome to send me an email. 









Julian Wahl
September 2018 - Januar 2019
Julian.Wahl@student.uibk.ac.at
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Warum Taiwan? 

Immer schon wollte ich eine total andere Kultur kennen lernen. Darum kamen für mich ein  

Auslandsemester in Europa oder ein halbes Jahr in den USA, oder in Australien, nicht in 

Frage. So musste ich mich nur zwischen Südamerika und Asien endscheiden.  

Von der asiatischen Kultur wusste ich bisher sehr wenig und sie weckte zunehmend mein 

Interesse. Um einen besseren Einblick in die für uns oft nicht leicht verständliche Kultur zu 

bekommen, entstand vor etwa einem Jahr der Wunsch, ein Auslandssemester in Asien 

anzustreben. Da die UNI Innsbruck gute Verbindungen zur NCCU hat, wählte ich Taiwan als 

Studienland aus. 

Brauch ich ein Visum? 

Ein Studentenvisum für Taiwan ist nicht unbedingt erforderlich. Als Tourist erhält man 90 

Tage Aufenthaltsgenehmigung. Die NCCU empfiehlt, wenn man nur ein Semester im Land 

bleib, einfach als Tourist einzureisen und nach 90 Tagen wieder aus- und noch einmal 

einzureisen. All jenen, die ein Jahr oder länger in Taiwan bleiben möchte, würde ich ein 

Studentenvisum empfehlen. 

Wohnungs- bzw. Heimsuche 

Ich bewarb mich beim Internationalen Studentenheim und noch bei einem anderen Heim um 

ein Zimmer. Leider bekam ich nur Absagen. So musste ich mir auf dem freien Markt was zum 

Wohnen suchen. Das war natürlich etwas schwer, weil ich die Landessprache nicht 

beherrsche und die in englischen Anzeigen angebotenen Wohnungen alle teuer waren. Erst 2 

Wochen vor dem Abflug fand ich auf einer Plattform, die ein ehemaliger NCCU 

Austauschstudent schuf, einen freien Platz in einer 9er-WG. Ich sagte sofort zu und hatte das 

Glück ein ganzes Semester in dieser 9er-WG mit anderen Austauschstudenten der NCCU 

wohnen zu dürfen. 

Der Campus 

In Innsbruck haben wir keinen Campus, denn die Universität ist in der ganzen Stadt  

verstreut. In Taipei hingegen liegen alle Fakultäten ganz nahe beieinander und bilden einen 

Campus, der aber so groß ist, dass es trotz der Nähe einen eigenen Campusbus braucht, um 

schnell von einem Teil des Campus zu den anderen zu gelangen. Besonders am Anfang 

meines Aufenthaltes in Taipei hat mich das „Campusleben“ auf der NCCU sehr beeindruckt. 

Auf dem Campus selbst kann man nicht nur studieren, es gibt z.B. auch viele Möglichkeiten 

Sport zu betreiben. Wenn man Sport lieber in einem Club betreibt, gibt es am Anfang des 

Semesters die Möglichkeit sich in einem, oder auch mehreren Clubs einzuschreiben. Die 

Clubs bringen einem z.B. Rugby, Golf, verschiedene Kampfarten usw. bei und man kann das 

Gelernte gemeinsam ausüben. Es gibt nicht nur sportliche Clubs, sondern auch Motorrad-, 

Manga- und Cocktailclubs, aber auch Theater usw.. Für jeden Geschmack ist etwas dabei.  

Wie sind die Kurse an der NCCU? 

Die größte Fakultät der Universität bilden die Wirtschaftswissenschaften. Sie bieten auch die 

meisten Kurse an. Das IMBA Programm gehört zu den besten in Taiwan. Da ich im Bachelor 

bin, konnte ich leider keine IMBA Kurse besuchen. Ich selbst habe Kurse frequentiert, die nur 

für Austauschstudenten angeboten werden und solche, an denen auch taiwanesischen 

Studenten teilnahmen. An der NCCU sind die Kurse anders aufgebaut als in Innsbruck. So 

gibt es z.B. keine Seminare, nur Vorlesungen.  

Bei einer Power Point Präsentation erwarten sich die Taiwanesen, dass viele Inhalte, z. B. 

eines Vortrages, angeführt werden und nicht, so wie wir es in Europa gewohnt sind, nur die 

wichtigen, aussagekräftigen Stichpunkte. 
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Was erwartet mich in Taiwan? 

Da ich vor Semesterbeginn 2 Wochen in China war, konnte ich bereits dort die chinesische  

Kultur und Lebensweiße erleben. Viele Chinesen kamen mir sehr gestresst, teilweise 

chaotisch und wenig freundlich vor. Ich hatte das Gefühl, hier herrscht das Gesetz des 

Stärkeren und machte mir schon Sorgen, dass es in Taiwan genauso sei, denn die Insel 

Taiwan liegt nur ein paar km vor der chinesischen Küste.  

Als ich in Taiwan ankam, konnte ich mich voller Freude davon überzeugen, dass die 

Taiwanesen total anders als die Chinesen sind. Das taiwanesische Volk ist das freundlichste 

und respektvollste Volk, das ich bis jetzt erleben konnte. Auch wenn z. B. die U-Bahn in der 

Rush Hour voll besetzt ist, setzt sich kein Taiwanese auf die für behinderte, alte oder 

schwangere Personen reservierten Plätze. So etwas habe ich noch nie gesehen. Die 

taiwanesische Regierung hat auch kein Gesetzt dazu erlassen, die Taiwanesen sind einfach 

von Natur aus freundlich und respektvoll. Sie heißen einen immer willkommen. Nur die 

Tatsache, dass wir Taiwan besuchen, erfreut sie und erfüllt sie mit Stolz. Ich bin überrascht, 

dass nur wenige Touristen nach Taiwan kommen, obwohl das Land viel Sehenswertes zu 

bieten hat. Neben schönen Stränden und beeindruckenden Flusstälern finden wir auch ein 

Hochgebirge, das am Mount Yu Shan eine Höhe von 3952 m erreicht. Auch Der 

Wolkenkratzer 101 Tower (508m), der von 2004 bis 2007 das höchste Gebäude der Welt war 

ist beindruckend. Taiwan gilt auch als sehr sicher und befindet sich im weltweiten Ranking in 

Bezug auf die Sicherheit der Backpacker an 2. Stelle. Nur Japan ist noch sichererer. Die 

Taiwanesen sind auch sehr ehrlich. Davon konnte ich mich selbst überzeigen. Ich verlor 

meine Brieftasche und konnte sie 3 Tage später bei der Polizei mit dem gesamten Inhalt 

wieder abholen.  

Was mich auch sehr überrascht hat ist, dass man sich sehr schwer tut einen Mülleimer zu 

finden. Trotz dieser „Schwierigkeiten“ ist Taipei die sauberste Stadt in der ich bis jetzt war. 

Im Gegensatz zu vielen anderen asiatischen Städten ist Taipei auch noch sehr ruhig und die 

Einwohner zeigen keine Hektik.  

Andreas Framba 
E-Mail: Andreas.Framba@student.uibk.ac.at
Auslandsaufenthalt: September 2016 - Jänner 2017
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