Yang Lian Curriculum Vitae

Born in Switzerland in 1955, the son of a diplomat grew up in Beijing and experienced the catastrophic lows of Maoist terror during his childhood and adolescence. He began writing during the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), when schools and universities were closed and he was sent to work in the countryside in 1970, despite being a child from an urban family. Upon his return, Yang Lian became one of the most prominent representatives of so-called "twilight poetry" (menglong shi) in the late 1970s. This literary movement, which rejected the "ideological clarity" of party doctrine, was enthusiastically embraced, especially by young urbanites. Yang's affinity for and identification with classical pre-modern Chinese literature meant that his writing, from the outset, was a method of poetically exploring new connections between classical cultural heritage and a modern society that respects individual freedom, a society in which even poetic language resists power interests. 

Since the government's campaign "Against Intellectual Pollution" of 1983, Yang Lian's freedom of publication in the People's Republic of China has remained restricted. In 1989, he and his partner, YoYo, witnessed the Tiananmen Square massacre while abroad in Australia and New Zealand and subsequently chose exile. Since the 1990s, they have lived in Europe (Berlin and London), and despite ongoing censorship pressure, Yang's name and work remain known and appreciated in the literary world of the People's Republic of China as an independent voice outside the internal, media-dominating "mainstream." 

Yang Lian has written fifteen volumes of poetry, two collections of poetic prose, and numerous essays (published in various anthologies) in Chinese. His works have been translated into over thirty languages, including English, German, French, Italian, Spanish, Japanese, Arabic, Latvian, Polish, Russian, and other Central and Eastern European languages. His most recent appearances on the German-language literary scene include the poetry collection “Erkundung des Bösen” ("Exploring Evil" 2023) and the essay collection “Im Einklang mit dem Tod” ("In Harmony with Death" 2025), which feature translations and adaptations by literary figures such as Joachim Satorius, Ann Cotton, and Jan Wagner. In 2008 and 2011, Yang Lian was elected to the board of PEN International and has received numerous European, Chinese, and Taiwanese literary awards over the years, including: 

International Flaiano Poetry Prize (Italy 1999) 
International Nonino Literary Prize (Italy 2012) 
Tianduo Prize for Long Poems (Beijing, China 2013) 
International Capri Prize (Italy 2014) 
Li Bai Poetry Prize (China 2015) 
International Pacific Poetry Prize (Taiwan 2016) 
He Zi Du Lin Cup (Shanghai, China 2018) 
Janus Pannonius International Poetry Prize (Hungary 2019) 
Miluo Literary Prize (China 2020) 
English PEN Award for the translation of Yang Lian's poem "A Tower Built Downwards" (Brian Holton, UK 2023) 
Herbert Zbigniew International Literary Prize (Poland, 2024) 

His nomination as Writer-in-Residence of the City of Innsbruck by the Faculty of Philological and Cultural Studies was preceded by numerous residencies at prominent institutions, including the DAAD Berlin Program (1991), the Akademie Schloss Solitude (Stuttgart 1993-1994), and the Wissenschaftskolleg Berlin (2012-2013). Apart from the recent German translations of his works published by PalmArt Press (Berlin), Yang Lian has been a prominent figure for decades with translated essays and articles on literary, cultural, and political topics. Yang Lian is publicly present in the German-speaking world, addressing the problems of contemporary societies. This journey, which also makes him, as a Chinese poet, a vibrant part of a literary world in the heart of Europe, began in 1989 in Innsbruck with the publication of "Pilgerfahrt" (Hand-Presse). More than three decades later, at the same venue, Yang Lian will present poems and prose in Chinese, which will subsequently be read in their German translation, inviting the audience to listen anew and engage in dialogue.
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