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Vienna’s large statue of Karl Lueger — a rabid antisemite admired by Hitler —
is being contested by Jews and Muslims alike




Ode to an antisemite

THE CONTINUED existence of

the towering monument to Karl
Lueger in downtown Vienna
sparked ‘shame’ graffiti and other
protests. (Photos: Barry Davis)

LUEGER IN historical costume,
1876. (Picryl)
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Adolf Hitler’s country of birth
salutes a mayor with a checkered
past

* BARRY DAVIS

y mother was born in Vienna. The only
reason I am alive is because she escaped on a
Kindertransport to England, together with her
two sisters. Her parents and younger brother

and sister were all murdered in Auschwitz.
Over the years I visited Vienna many times, trying to (re)
connect with the place where my mother spent the first seven
years of her life, trying to fathom my ambivalence and to rec-
oncile myself with a city that became both a familiar second

home and a place where my Holocaust trauma began.

It has been a constant struggle, as my emotions oscillated
between a sense of gemiitlichkeit - coziness — and abhorrence
at the not-so-distant past. After all, it happened during my
91-year-old mother’s lifetime, so it is not exactly a matter of
dredging the mists of time.

Naturally, the current younger generation of Austrians, and
my own contemporaries, were not around when their com-
patriot, Adolf Hitler, was stirring up antisemitism and racist
fervor of every ilk. But how does Austria of 2023 relate to all
that? Isit, at long last, ready and able to face up to its murder-
ous past, deal with it, and fully admit its more than willing
contribution to the “Final Solution”?

Judging from conversations I had in Austria a few months
ago, and eyeing the Karl Lueger monument from close
quarters, I believe the answer, sadly and terrifyingly, is in the
negative.

LUEGER WAS mayor of Vienna between 1897 and 1910. By
all accounts, he did a good job, modernizing the imperial
capital’s utility infrastructures, caring for some of the city’s
downtrodden, and developing green lungs. But, besides being
a highly capable and popular mayor, Lueger was also a rabid
antisemite.

His professional achievements were marked, for all to seeand
marvel at, in the form of a monument erected in the center of
Vienna in 1926. The spot was named after him - Karl Lueger
Platz - as was a section of the famous circular boulevard route
that runs around the city center, aka the Ring. But this is not
just any old salute to a yesteryear A-lister. The brass statue and
stone plinth is an enormous structure. The base features high
relief scenes which are more reminiscent of Stalinist USSR and
other totalitarian regimes that deify their omnipotent rulers.

“It is not a regular monument. It is a tribute,” notes Benja-
min Kaufmann.

Kaufmann serves as the head of the Vienna office of LI-
CRA, the Paris-based International League Against Racism
and Antisemitism, founded in 1927 to combat intolerance,



