The MondSeeLand, home to both the Mondsee and Irrsee lake, has been a
popular holiday destination for decades. At just 27 km away from the festival
city of Salzburg, international guests to the region can enjoy the many
activities it has to offer.

Fun in the water for all the family
The Mondsee and Irrsee lakes are the warmest lakes in
the Salzkammergut region and can reach temperatures
of 27 °C in July and August.
The Irrsee lake is very natural and ideal for all gentle
water sports. The Mondsee lake plays host to
numerous water sports activities such as surfing and
sailing schools, wakeboarding, kite surfing, water
skiing schools, diving schools, boat trips, diving, etc.
The Mondsee is 11.8 km long and 2.5 km at its widest
point. The Irrsee is 5 km long and 1 km at its widest
point. Both lakes have excellent water quality.

-1-

Walking, cycling, running
A high quality network of footpaths has been created
around the Mondsee and Irrsee over the last few years,
covering more than 100 km and leading to the
neighbouring lakes – the Attersee, Fuschlsee and
Wolfgangsee.
A nature map of the MondSeeLand can be purchased
from the tourist office (for 1 euro). This shows all the
footpaths, cycle paths, jogging paths and specially
designated relaxation areas. The cycle paths and
footpaths are all well signposted and suitable for family
days out.

Meetings, congresses and company events
The ‘Schloss Mondsee’ castle is home to a modern
conference and events centre for hosting a variety of
activities. International congresses and conferences of
up to 500 participants are increasingly being held here,
attracted by the fascination of the MondSeeLand, the
good connection with the A1 motorway and the high
quality historical atmosphere.
Certain leading hotel companies also offer high quality
seminar and conference facilities and specialise in
seminar events.
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Marriage in the MondSeeLand
The famous wedding scene in the classic film ‘The
Sound of Music’ was filmed in the Mondsee Basilica
more than 40 years ago.
Today, the MondSeeLand is a high quality wedding
location offering a registry office, parish office,
wedding attire for the bride and groom, wedding
reception venues, wedding photos, carriages, etc.
The ‘Heiraten im MondSeeLand’ association (Marry in
the MondSeeLand) can help with organising and
preparing for a beautiful wedding day in the
MondSeeLand.

Golf, Fishing, Tennis
Golf enthusiasts can enjoy the use of an 18-hole and 9hole green in the MondSeeLand, as well as several
golfing greens in the Salzkammergut and the
neighbouring area of Salzburg.
The Irrsee and Mondsee are ideal for fishing as both
are stocked with quality edible fish. Tennis fans will
find lots of excellent quality indoor and outdoor courts
in the MondSeeLand.
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Three Big Sporting Events
The MondSeeLand is renowned for three large-scale
sporting events on the athletics scene. From May to
August, the cycling marathon, half marathon and
triathlon take place here each year.
The organisers of these events have identified new
record numbers of participants each year as well as the
increasing international status of participants.

Advent in Mondsee and Winter Well-being

The period of Advent is celebrated peacefully in
Mondsee. High quality cultural events are held in the
Basilica, beautiful crafts which make perfect Christmas
gifts are sold in the cloisters of the former abbey and
the church yard hosts events and gourmet foods
stands.
Each year, ever more guests on the look-out for
individuality and originality come to Mondsee to
celebrate Advent. The Winter months in Mondsee
attract few tourists. As a result, hotels often offer
Winter well-being packages during this period and the
Mondsee region is the perfect place to relax away from
the hustle and bustle of skiers. For those who do wish
to ski, however, the closest skiing area is just 30 km
away.
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History, Culture, Art
The Mondsee region was first settled some 5,000 years
ago by the so-called ‘Mondsee culture’. The Mondsee
abbey, dating from 748 AD, was one of the most
important cultural centres in the Bavaria of the day and
was a quality place of Christian workmanship. Today,
the Basilica of St. Michael, which joins on to the former
Benedictine abbey, contains exceptional wooden
sculptures by the Baroque artist Meinrad Guggenbichler
and his pupils. The Mondsee Basilica gained
international fame through the movie musical ‘The
Sound of Music’.
The rich and diverse history of the MondSeeLand is on
display in the Austrian Pfahlbaumuseum (pile dwellings
museum), the Museum MondSeeLand with its section
on the abbey, the open-air ‘Mondseer Rauchhaus’
museum (smokehouse/ old farm museum) and the
Salzkammergut
Lokalbahnmuseum
(local
trains
museum).
The Mondsee region is characterised by the unique
convergence of folk culture and high culture it offers.
Some of the events include festival processions, brass
bands, the Mondsee Lake Festival, the ‘Mondsee
Jedermann’ theatrical performance, sacred celebrations,
etc.
The Mondsee music days, a chamber music festival,
take place every year at the beginning of September
and are a great meeting place for the community.
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The Basilica of St. Michael
The basilica of St. Michael is the cultural and spiritual
heart of the MondSee region. This gothic former
monastery is just as striking today as ever. Its two
towers stretch 52m into the skies. This late Gothic
church was constructed in the 15th century under the
direction of the abbot Benedikt Eck and is the second
biggest church in Upper Austria. Saint Wolfgang spent a
year in Mondsee in 976 as Bishop of Regensburg and
founded a church on the Wolfgangsee lake.
The wedding scene for the international hit film ‘The
Sound of Music’ featuring Julie Andrews and
Christopher Plummer was filmed in the Mondsee
Basilica. This is yet another reason why today it is one
of the most photographed churches and is famous
throughout the world. Pope John Paul II upgraded this
parish church to a basilica in 2005.

Interior view of the Basilica of St. Michael
Renowned Baroque artists worked in the Mondsee
area. The Mondsee basilica, a former monastery, is
home to Baroque works by Hans Waldburger (high
altar), Meinrad Guggenbichler (seven side altars) and
Franz Koch. The gravestones of the abbots emphasise
the spiritual and commercial strength of the former
Mondsee abbey.
Even today culture features heavily in the celebrations
of the church and its services. The Mondsee Basilica is
and has always been a place of strength as well as a
meeting point for compassionate people and its
radiance has spread over the Mondsee region and
beyond ever since it was first established.
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Mondsee Castle
Bavarian Herzog Odilo founded the Mondsee abbey in
748 AD. Benedictine monks lived here until the
monastery was dissolved in 1791. Treasures such as
the Tassilo Psalter [Tassilo Psalter (or Book of Psalms),
the oldest, completely preserved book written in
Austria] and Mondsee Matthew, the oldest German
translation of the bible, were developed here. After the
abbey was dissolved by Leopold II, ownership of the
Mondsee abbey fell to the Bavarian field marshal Wrede
and the Counts of Almeida.
From 1985, the abbey’s new owners such as Hans
Asamer, the state of Upper Austria and the community
of Mondsee gave ‘Mondsee Castle’ its new role. Today it
houses a centre for culture and events, the state music
school, castle hotel, castle gallery and various shops.
The former abbey and castle of Mondsee lives on in a
contemporary capacity, providing a sophisticated
example of the renovation of historical buildings.

The Mondsee Marketplace
The Mondsee marketplace complete with town houses
has retained its traditional appearance following the
extensive market fire of 1774. Careful renovation and
location design methods have taken place over the
decades. The marketplace is the perfect meeting place
at any time of year.
Visitors can feel the sense of life and enjoyment here
as well as meet up with others. The marketplace is
Mondsee’s stage of of modern vanity – whether after a
church service or for celebrations, musical concerts,
strolling around or exchanging ideas. Soak up the
atmosphere of the marketplace in a restaurant, coffee
house or pavement café and enjoy this little world and
all its imperfect perfections.
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The Mondsee Smokehouse Open Air Museum
The rustic character of the Mondsee region is evident
everywhere. This open-air museum displays the various
forms of farm building which were once widespread
across the area: the smokehouse, huts with an
integrated granary, flax drying room, mill, fruit drying
room, chapel shrine and residential buildings. The site
is well situated above the Mondsee Basilica, offering a
breathtaking view.
The ridge of the house, known as the ‘Lower Bishop’,
bears the date of 1708 and represents a monument to
the ancient farming way of life. The Mondsee
smokehouse is built in the form of a Salzburg-Bavarian
farmhouse where the home, stables and barn are all
housed under the one roof. ‘Holidaying at the farm’
offers a chance to take a closer look at the modern way
of agricultural living. There are a great many well
renovated farmhouses in the Mondsee region which
open their doors to guests, offering an alternative
holiday destination and philosophy as a break from our
hectic daily lives.

Lake dwellings
The history of the Mondsee region is at least 5,000
years old. Settlers first discovered the fascination of
the area around 3,000 BC during the Neolithic era.
Some 130 years ago, the remains of their settlements
and various artefacts were found along the banks of
the Mondsee lake. Scientists named this the ‘Mondsee
culture’.
The MondSeeLand museum, close to the basilica of St.
Michael, is home to the Austrian museum of lake
dwellings and a comprehensive collection of artefacts
from this culture including ornate pottery, stone and
bone tools as well as Neolithic jewellery. The adjoining
rooms of the museum also provide insight into the
exciting history of the Mondsee region.

-8-

The Salzkammergut Local Train
There is an old Austrian song that goes ‘Between
Salzburg and Bad Ischl...’. The Salzkammergut local
train ran from Salzburg to Mondsee and on to Bad Ischl
from 1894 to 1957. Picking flowers during the journey
was strictly forbidden although the speed of the train
was so slow at times that this would have been
possible.
Today the railroad line is no longer there. Nevertheless,
visitors can still see some impressive exhibits from the
era at the Salzkammergut local train museum,
including engines and carriages, pictures, plans and
various other objects. Re-discover a piece of nostalgia
and step back into an age when speed held a very
different meaning.

The Mondsee Logboat
This logboat was carved from the trunk of a fir tree
which was once 50m tall and approx. 250 years old.
The Mondsee logboat is the oldest boat to be found in
Mondsee and is over 11m in length. It was made using
only the very best part of the tree. The trees were
usually felled in late Autumn by the waning moon.
Beautiful exhibits from the logboats of Mondsee are on
display at the quayside as well as at the Mondsee
open-air smokehouse museum.
Even today, six professional fishers practise their craft
on the Mondsee lake virtually every day, catching
delicious fish which can be savoured in most of
Mondsee’s guesthouses and restaurants. The Mondsee
lake is of drinking water quality and is enjoyed by
thousands of bathers all year round; this quality is also
reflected in the delicious flavour of the Mondsee fish.
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St. Lorenz Church
The St. Lorenz church is close to the ‘Drachenwand’ or
dragon wall mountain face. It is Late Roman in origin
and was first documented in 1384. It was originally a
wooden church but assumed its current form in 1732
when it was blessed by the Bishop of Passau. 52 years
later, St. Lorenz became a separate parish. Alongside
the St. Lorenz church is a natural monument – a 400
year old lime tree – another symbol of strength.
Travelling along the road towards the Drachenwand
reveals the mystical ‘dragon hole’ at the top edge of the
mountains, which is said to have been created by the
devil. The Fuschler Ache River emphasises the magic of
this landscape and is crossed by visitors heading to the
Drachenwand.

The church of St. Conrad in Oberwang
Another treasure and monument to Christianity can be
found in the district of Oberwang. The church of St.
Conrad was permitted to have a portable altar in a
papal document dating from 1427 so that services
could be held outside if there were lots of pilgrims
present. This would suggest that pilgrimages to the
church of St. Conrad were very common and that the
church was included on the route taken by pilgrims
travelling from the north to St. Wolfgang via Mondsee.
The main altar in the church of St. Conrad comes from
the former hospital church in Mondsee. The European
‘Via Nova’ pilgrimage route runs through Metten in
Deggendorf via Mondsee and ends in St. Wolfgang.
From Mondsee, the route also goes on to Oberwang.
The numerous churches in the Mondsee area show that
the energy of this region was also recognised during
the age of the monastery and that pilgrims, amongst
others, came here to seek strength.
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The ‘Mondsee Jedermann’ Theatre Performance
The ‘Mondsee Jederman’ performance has been held in
Summer in the Karlsgarten gardens, close to the
Basilica of St. Michael, as an open-air performance ever
since 1922 – for more than 80 years. Today, the
‘Mondsee Jederman’ (‘Everyman’) is an amateur
production characterised by tradition which fascinates
visitors with its triad of vernacular language, traditional
dress and acting before a natural backdrop.
Some of the visitors are even more impressed by the
Mondsee ‘Jedermann dialect’
than its famous
counterpart, held in Salzburg. The message behind the
play, presented by the Mondsee residents, is always
up-to-date: material values don’t last forever and
reflecting on one’s own pathway is a task for all of us to
undertake.

Our culture is alive
The great variety of culture is a real benefit of the
Mondsee region. Every local resident is involved in at
least one cultural association. With five music bands,
traditional costume societies, theatre groups, singing
groups and a music school… our culture is alive all year
long. The residents of the Mondsee area are part of a
valuable social and cultural network.
Young people can explore different tasks, challenges
and quality of living in the various cultural groups. This
camaraderie is not restricted to being in the same play.
It also continues after the performance, adding to the
lively cultural scene. This folk culture within the
Mondsee region may not be immediately evident to
visitors passing through, but its warmth and
friendliness are enjoyed by all.
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The Mondsee Lake
With a length of 11 kilometres and a width of up to 2
kilometres, the Mondsee is one of the biggest lakes in
the Salzkammergut region. The Mondsee and
neighbouring Irrsee are the warmest lakes in
Salzkammergut with water temperatures reaching 27
degrees. Each year, thousands of guests flock to
Mondsee to enjoy the various water sports on offer
here – sailing, surfing, swimming and rowing.
According to the legend, Duke Odilo went hunting in the
Mondsee area with his wife and a large entourage. He
unfortunately lost his way and nightfall quickly set in.
High up on the rocky terrain above the Mondsee, he
was in great danger and almost fell off the cliffs. The
full moon then suddenly appeared from behind the
clouds and the duke was able to see the surface of the
lake down before him. He was so grateful for being
rescued in this way that he vowed to build an abbey on
the banks of the lake, which he named the Mondsee
lake.

The Irrsee Lake
To the north of the Mondsee area is the romantic Irrsee
lake. This moor lake is 5 km long and 1 km wide and is
surrounded by a natural and unspoilt landscape.
Bathers enjoy its warm temperatures while anglers
appreciate its good stocks of fish.
As legend goes, the area now covered by the Irrsee
was once a fertile farmland. Once, the castle of an evil
and crafty sorcerer stood upon a hill here. He
tormented all of his diligent neighbours with his
pranks.
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One day, he sent a messenger to give the brave salt
miners of Bad Ischl a sealed pot. They were suspicious
enough to refuse the gift and so the messenger took it
back. On the way back to the castle, he took a break
and opened the pot out of curiosity. Masses of water
flowed out and flooded the whole area, sinking the
castle.
The water formed the Irrsee lake and some days the
towers of the castle can still be seen at the bottom of
the lake.

The Church of St. Coloman
An early cult site forms the foundations for the Church
of St. Coloman on the Kolomansberg mountain. This
church is Austria’s oldest fully preserved wooden
church and has always been a popular destination with
believers despite, or perhaps because of, its well
hidden location.
The Kolomansbründl spring is located close to this little
church. It helps heal ailments of the eyes and feet.
Prayers are said in the Church of St. Coloman to ward
off bad weather or ask for fertility.
Legend has it that the Irish prince Coloman took a
break here on his way to the Holy Land. Since then,
the Kolomansberg mountain has become one of the
most important sanctuaries in folklore.
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The Hilfbergkirche Church
This pilgrimage church on the Hilfberg mountain
dominates over the Mondsee bay from its spectacular
location. The church was built in 1449 as the Chapel of
St. Ulrich and was re-dedicated to the Virgin Mary some
250 years later.
Pilgrimage to this church in honour of the Virgin Mary
dates back to a legend surrounding the secret discovery
of a picture of the Virgin Mary. The interior of the
chapel was created in the workshops of Meinrad
Guggenbichler. In front of the south-facing doorway,
visitors can enjoy a unique view over the Mondsee lake,
the Schafberg mountain and the Drachenwand
mountain face. The journey from the Mondsee market
place to the Hilfbergkirche is worth it for this view
alone.

The Mondsee area is home to a wide range of churches, chapels, wayside
crosses and shrines. This dates back to the strength of the early Christian
Mondsee abbey as well as the deeply religious folk culture, myths and legends.
Visitors are recommended to explore, for example, the Maria Himmelfahrt
Church (Assumption Day Church) in Zell am Moors or the church in Oberhofen
am Irrsee which is dedicated to the Fourteen Auxiliary Saints.

For further information, please contact:
Tourismusverband MondSeeLand, Mondsee-Irrsee
Dr. Franz Müller Straße 3
5310 Mondsee
Tel.: +43 (6232) / 22 70
Fax: +43 (6232 / 22 70-22
e-Mail: info@mondsee.at
www.mondsee.at
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Fuschlsee Tourismus GmbH
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