Information Note on the Participation of Switzerland
in Erasmus+
On 9 February 2014, the popular vote by the people and the cantons in favour of changing
Switzerland's system of immigration called into question the principle of free movement of
persons between the EU and Switzerland.
While implementing legislation for this popular vote will now have to be enacted by the
Swiss Federal Council within three years, the referendum explicitly prevents the government
from concluding any new international agreement contrary to this initiative. Hence, as an
immediate consequence, the Federal Council is not in a position to sign the Protocol
extending the EU-Swiss agreement on the free movement of persons to Croatia, which
joined the Union on 1 July 2013 as new Member State, and is analysing the different
implications.
The EU has always made clear that there is a close link between Swiss participation in
Erasmus+ and the Protocol, as the programme is closely linked to the free movement of
persons (exchange of researchers and students). Given the current circumstances, the EU
and the Swiss authorities have agreed to suspend on-going negotiations on Swiss
participation in Erasmus+ and took note of the impossibility of signing an agreement in time
for the signing of contracts with beneficiaries selected under the 2014 calls for proposals.
Therefore, as foreseen in the Erasmus+ Regulation, until such an agreement is signed,
Switzerland will not participate in Erasmus+ on an equal footing with Member States (i.e. as
a "Programme Country") as initially envisaged, but will rather enjoy the same status as other
third countries (i.e. as a "Partner Country").

Eine Nominierung mit Erasmus+ 2014/15 in die Schweiz ist mit dieser Entscheidung der
Europäischen Kommission nicht mehr möglich. Einige Schweizer Partnerinstitutionen
haben bereits ihre Bereitschaft erklärt, Studierende doch aufzunehmen – mit einem
finanziellen Zuschuss aus Schweizer Mitteln.

