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Source: https://www.wilhelm-busch.de/werke/max-
und-moritz/alle-streiche/vierter-streich/

An old saw runs somewhat so: 
Man must learn while here below.
Not alone the A, B, C, 
Raises man in dignity; 
Not alone in reading, writing, 
Reason finds a work inviting; 
Not alone to solve the double 
Rule of Three shall man take trouble; 
But must hear with pleasure Sages 
Teach the wisdom of the ages.

Max and Moritz
A Juvenile History in Seven Tricks
by Wilhelm Busch
Fourth Trick: The Teacher
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Simple, obvious argument…

Core
Teaching is a complex, teleological task/process 
loaded with decisions that affect pupils

right/wrong, good/bad, this/that, …
-> ethical considerations

Frame
Growing complexity in a global society … 
-> moral questions <- ethics as a scientific perspective

(Formal) education is a cultural activity 
developing in resonance with society 
(past, present, future) 

-> “What must I/we do”
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Education as a lever
Teachers as a lever

Teacher Education as a lever

learner
students/pupils

teacher

content
(curriculum)

formal
education

didactic triangel

… teachers as generational hubs
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… ethically loaded thinking and acting
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Teaching as a non-moral task?

“NOW, what I want is, Facts. Teach these boys and girls nothing but Facts. Facts 
alone are wanted in life. Plant nothing else, and root out everything else. You can 
only form the minds of reasoning animals upon Facts: nothing else will ever be of 
any service to them. This is the principle on which I bring up my own children, and 
this is the principle on which I bring up these children. Stick to Facts, sir!”

Dickens, Hard Times

-> mechanistic position

Industrialization of education,
teaching and learning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U



Christian.Kraler@uibk.ac.at

Society for the Philosophical Study of Education
Annual Conference & Symposium, Nov 3-4, 2023

Ethics in Teacher Education
Christian Kraler

… global challenges in a complex world

political

environmental

societal

social

… ethical challenges
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Teacher as neutral & objective 
facilitator/ agent of the 
national authority

Teacher as education official,
employed by the national authority
(security, dependence)

Ist empirical turn (late 1960ies) 
normative -> empirical approaches

&
IInd empirical turn (~ 2000)

technology & globalization (TIMSS, PIRLS, PISA)

-> competences & standards, controlling & econometrics
fairness, equity,…

but also: privatization, big business/education industry  
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Concentration on 
 assessment justice
 teacher justice

… functional approach (->descriptive ethics…)
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But …

„Teaching is at the base an ethical activity.“ (Soder, 1991)

Five sorts of everyday decisions in teaching
1. Teachers grade and make or affect other decisions based on these grades
2. Teachers allocate resources.
3. Teachers discipline or punish.
4. Complex educational decisions with/between parents, students, administration,…
5. Teachers make decisions about sensitive and vulnerable young people

(Strike, 1990)

Teaching is not a „set of mechanical performances judged by the quality of product“
(Sockett, 1993)

“The role of teaching to impart knowledge is inseparable from its moral role.”
(Ball & Wilson, 1996)

Teaching as a non-moral task?
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Teaching (in the context of formal education) covers all „the activities of getting others to 
learn with a primarily educational end of view“ (Sockett, 1993)
-> teaching process is guided by conceptions of what an educated growing person is like 
(Hansen, 2001)
-> teachers are necessarily assuming, that certain 

- forms of development are better than others
- behaviors are worth enhancing,
- personality traits are important to develop

What is based on moral evaluations on what is right/wrong, good/bad, worthy/unworthy
(Sabbagh, 2008)

-> morality is woven into teaching practice

Teachers impart conceptions of morality upon their students
Thus, teaching practices presuppose specific conceptions of what it means to live a moral 
life.
- Enhance the human goo
- students‘ well-being
- „good citizens“

-> enhancing the collective good by means of enculturation of the youth 
(Aristotle, Nicomachean ethics)
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(normative) approaches to ethical values in teaching (Sabbagh, 2008)

Deontological/duty-based approach (Kant/Rawls)
teachers decisions and actions should be guided by considering their own rights and duties 
and the rights and duties of others. Specifically, teachers’ decisions or behavior are judged 
as moral (or immoral) if they fit (or contradict) their explicit and implicit duties with respect 
to individuals or social institutions
-> judges an action as morally right if it follows the appropriate principles of behavior

Consequentialism, or the Outcome-Based Approach
consequentialism (or the outcomebased approach) judges actions in terms of their 
positive or negative consequences. The most common version of consequentialism is 
utilitarianism. It holds that an action is morally right if it maximizes utility (good 
consequences) in the world, in other words, if it adds to the population at large more 
good and less evil than any other action available to the person

Virtue-Based Approach (Personality)
the virtue-based approach seeks to define what makes a person good. In the context of 
education, this approach specifies the teacher’s personal and interpersonal traits which are 
to be aimed at

deontological and consequentialist approaches seek to determine what makes an action morally right
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2nd empirical turn has created a lack in ethics in TE over the last 25-20 years.

Robert V. Bullough Jr. (2011)
Review Ethical and moral matters in teaching 
and teacher education
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Ethics in teacher education curricula:
-> direct approach (courses, modules)
-> indirect approach (embedded)

“24% of the ITE programs surveyed contain at least one 
mandatory stand-alone ethics course”
but …
gap between findings and the previous baseline?
gap between the self-reported versus calendar search results? 
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student teachers can benefit from a 
discussion-oriented, stand-alone course 
dedicated specifically to professional 
ethics for teachers.

Teaching is distinctive in several ways 
from other professions: 
 it must focus specifically on the well-

being of students, 
 it must pay attention to the moral 

dimensions particular to schooling, 
 it must generate solutions that are 

not only correct but correct in 
educationally sensitive ways, 

 it must be true to larger disciplinary 
concerns and standards, 

 and it must be connected to the 
larger teaching profession
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… what might work (analogy & findings)

-> (FI)  fundamental ideas (chapter 1&2)
-> (SC) spiral curriculum (chapter 1&3)

FI
„Grasping the structure of a subject is understanding it in a way that permits many other 
things to be related to it meaningfully. To learn structure is to learn how things are related.“ 
(p.7)
SC
„The foundations of any subject may be taught to anybody at any age in some way.“ (p.12)

„To be in command of these basic ideas, to use them effectively, requires a continual 
deepening of one‘s understanding of them that comes from learning to use them in 
progressively more complex forms.“ (p.13)
„A curriculum as it develops should revisit these basic ideas repeatedly“. (p.13)
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Meta ethics Normative 
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Applied 
Ethics

Descriptive
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