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Due to the support of Frankreich-Schwerpunkt, I had for a second time the chance to participate
in the ALERT (Alliance of Laboratories in Europe for Research and Technology) Workshop
and Doctoral School. The Workshop dealed with topics of great significance to the geotechnical
scientific world as modelling of structured materials and stochastic modelling. A part of the
Workshop was dedicated to the ”Time dependent processes in geomechanics” and was extremely
interesting for me as this is my domain of research. Specifically, I found very enlightening the
presentation of Frédéric Dufour (Ecole Centrale de Nantes) about ”Size effects of concrete beams
submitted to creep”, as well as the the presentation of Martino Leoni (Universität Stuttgart)
with title ”Anisotropic modelling of creep in soft soils”.
What is more, the Doctoral School, whose thema was ”Damage and fracture in geomaterials”,
appeared to be also of a high standard. The lectures of Prof. Cino Viggiani (Université Joseph
Fourier) and Prof. Milan Jirasek (Czech Technical University in Prague), clarified the principles
of the damage and fracture mechanics and informed the members of the School on the field of
variable application. Thus both the Workshop and the Doctoral School gave me the possibility
to discuss in detail critical geotechnical subjects and exchange knowledge with colleagues from
other countries.
Last but not least, it is worth to mention, that the friendly environment combined with the
breathtaking surrounding of the Centre Paul Langevin (Fig.1) offered to the members a lot of
new acquaintanceships and a few days of relaxation.
I hope that Frankreich-Schwerpunkt will continue to finance this kind of activities and give
us the possiblility to gain scientific knowledge and personal contact to people with the same
interests from all around the world.
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Figure 1: Aussois, France

