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May we introduce ... Second Life Model United Nations

Model United Nations (MUN) have become indispensible
parts of academic curricula and have filled students from all
parts of the world with great enthusiasm for the idea of the
United Nations and diplomatic interaction. It is within the
simulated negotiations of MUN that students are able to test
and improve many skills they have developed throughout
their university careers. In many ways, the participation at
MUN is a challenging experience. Delegates have to
develop a thorough understanding of political, cultural and
economic characteristics of the country they represent.
Moreover, negotiations at MUN require rhetorical skills and
the ability to negotiate, to work under pressure, to work in a
team and to compromise. For many students, MUN are a
chance to improve their foreign language skills and, most
importantly, it is a way to get to know other people, new
cultures and to make friends with
people from allover the world.
Hence, MUN is not only about
improving and applying skills, it is
about the very idea of the United
Nations: uniting people from diverse
backgrounds.
With our project SecondLife Model
United Nations (SLMUN) we want to
open a new chapter in the decadelong success story of UN simulations
and to explore the possibilities of a
new technology. SecondLife (SL) is a
3-D virtual world which has not only
attracted the interest of gamers but
has been increasingly discovered by
educational institutions. The Harvard Our university in real ...
Law School, for example, simulates
court hearings in SecondLife (http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/
cyberone/). Overall, an ever-increasing number of
universities own islands in SL, reconstruct university facilities,
and enable their students and lecturers to interact within this
virtual environment. This is also true for the University of
Innsbruck, which was among the first educational institutions
with a presence in SL (http://www.uibk.ac.at/smt/
ui2campus).
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It is the aim of SLMUN to provide students with a new and
exciting opportunity to experience the numerous advantages
of a MUN participation. SL allows users to overcome great
distances and to meet in a virtual world, in which they can
exchange their views and work jointly on solutions for
problems in the real world. We are, however, aware of the
fact that the interaction within a virtual environment can
never be a substitute for meeting people in reality and we do
not see our project as a substitute for other MUN project. It
is a rather a complementation and offers the opportunity to
prepare for real-world MUN and to experience the
excitement of MUN without costs and journeys.
We thank you for your interest in our project and we are
looking forward to meeting you in the virtual United Nations!
Franz Eder and Martin Senn
Project Supervisors

and Second Life.
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Technical Requirements
To enter Second Life you have to download and run the
Second Life Installer: http://secondlife.com/support/
downloads.php .
In order to properly run SL, your PC or
M a c h a s t o f u l fi l t h e t e c h n i c a l
requirements which you can find on the
SL website: http://secondlife.com/
support/sysreqs.php .
This installer and life in SL are free, as
is t he par ticipation at SLMUN .
However, if you c hoose to buy
properties in SL (land, buildings,
clothes, etc.), you need the SL currency
Linden Dollar (L$) to do so. Linden
Dollars can be purchased by means of
r e a l - w o r l d m o n e y. F o r f u r t h e r
information please visit the SL website.
Second Life is a virtual world, which has attratced the
attention of an increasing number of educational

As soon as you have installed the institutions.
program on your PC/Mac, you have
access to SL and you can design your avatar. Please make
sure that the appearance of your avatar reflects a businesslike dress code. As you may not want to spend real-world
money on your dress, we recommend that you look for socalled “freebie” shops (a freebie is an item in SL that is
available at no cost or 1 L$). You can find freebie shops by
searching for the term “freebie” in the SL search field
(upper right corner of window).
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Location
SLMUN takes place at the ui2campus of the University of
Innsbruck: http://slurl.com/secondlife/University%20of
%20Innsbruck/129/81/26/
As you enter the virtual university, the conference room is
on your left.

Schedule
SLMUN takes place on 14th, 21th, and 24th November
2008.

Technical Session (14th November 2008, 15:00 – 16:00): We
will meet in the SLMUN conference room to introduce the
participants to the technical/organizational requirements
of the simulation as well as to solve technical problems
prior to the simulation.
MUN Sessions 1 and 2 (21th and 24th November 2008): There
will be two negotiation sessions on each day. Session 1
begins at 10:00 and ends at 12:00, Session 2 begins at
14:00 and ends at 16:00.
Please arrive at the conference
room at least 5 minutes prior to
the beginning of each session.

The SLMUN conference room.
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Topic of SLMUN
SLMUN will simulate negotiations in the UN Security
Council on the current “Conflict in Georgia”. In order to
make yourself familiar with the basic patterns of this
conflict, you may want to take a look at the following
resources.
Schröder, Hans-Henning, ed. Die Kaukasus-Krise:
Internationale Perzeption und europäische Politik,
SWP-Studie. Berlin: SWP, 2008.
Nicoll, Alexander, and Sarah Johnstone. "A failure
of strategy: No winners in Georgian conflict." IISS
Strategic Comments 14, no. 7 (2008).
International Crisis Group. "Russia vs. Georgia: The
Fallout." International Crisis Group. Europe Report,
195. Brussels (2008).
In addition to these resources, you will have to research
resources on the position of the country you represent.
Apart from academic resources (books, journal articles,
… ), it is very useful to look for speeches, position
papers, reports on homepages of the government or
diplomatic representations.

Country Assignment and Application
The following countries are the current members of the
UNSC and will therefore also be represented in
SLMUN. To apply for a country, please send a list of 3
preferences (preference 1: country A, preference 2:
country B, …) to martin.senn@uibk.ac.at . The deadline
for applications is 31 October 2008.
Belgium
Burkina Faso
China
Costa Rica
Croatia
France
Indonesia
Italy
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Panama
Russian Federation
South Africa
United Kingdom
United States of America
Vietnam
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Resolution Writing

(the following guidlines are based on the preparation guided porvided by NMUN)

About Resolutions
A resolution is the most appropriate means of applying political pressure on
Member States, expressing an opinion on an important issue, or recommending
action to be taken by the United Nations or some other agency. Most UN
resolutions are not binding “law”; the only body which may produce
resolutions that are binding upon the Member States of the United Nations is
the Security Council. Under UN rules of procedure, unlike other more
generalized rules of procedure, the topic on the floor is debated in its entirety.
This means that during debate, delegates should discuss the whole issue and all
of the resolutions regarding that issue. When debate is exhausted, or is ended,
the body then votes on each resolution and amendment and the issue are
considered closed. The goal of formal debate and caucusing is to persuade
enough countries in the committee to support a particular solution to the topic
under discussion. Resolutions formally state the agreed-upon solution by
outlining the relevant precedents and describing the proposed actions.

Life of a Resolution
As a given agenda topic is debated in both formal and informal debate, blocs
of delegations will begin to work together on writing resolutions. During the
initial writing and revision stages, these documents are referred to as working
papers. Working papers are drafted and are then discussed with a larger
number of delegations and revised or merged as needed according to their
input. In order to be formally introduced to the floor, a working papers must
garner the signatures of three countries and then be approved by the President
for distribution as draft resolutions. There are two types of supporting a working
paper to be brought to the floor.
•!

The sponsors of a working paper are often the ones who created the
content of it and who will be most responsible for seeing it through until
it is voted on as a resolution. Sponsors of a working paper have the
right to allow friendly amendments or to force a committee vote on an
amendment. Member States acting as sponsors of a working paper
should be prepared to be available to defend the paper and answer
questions regarding it during session hours.

•!

Signatories are Member States who are interested in bringing the
working paper forward for consideration by the committee. They often
support the content of the paper, but were not necessarily instrumental
in creating it, and may ultimately disagree with its content.

When the sponsors feel that the working paper is complete, in the correct
format, and ready to be distributed to the entire body, they must submit it to the
Secretary. The secretary will examine the working paper and may require
changes before it can be distributed to the committee at large. The secretary is
the final authority on all resolutions. A working paper or draft resolution may
not be distributed to the committee without the approval of the secretary. The
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secretary may require revisions to a working paper, including changes in
format and/or content. The secretary may also, at his or her discretion, require
two or more groups to combine or merge similar working papers before
approval.
After approval, the working paper is assigned a number, upgraded to a draft
resolution. At this time, the names of all sponsors and signatories are removed
from the document.
The distribution of a draft resolution is considered to be its formal introduction
to the committee – no procedural motion or reading of the draft resolution by a
sponsor is necessary. Once a resolution has been introduced, it is formally
debated as part of the topic area, and amendments may be proposed.
A draft resolution only becomes a resolution if it is approved by the committee
in voting procedure. Delegates should be aware during the process, that the
committee should not pass contradicting resolutions but speak with a coherent
voice.

Drafting Working Papers during Committee
When drafting and sponsoring a working paper, keep in mind the wording will
greatly influence its appeal, or lack thereof. The working paper should be clear,
concise, and specific. The substance should be well-researched and reflect the
character and interests of the sponsoring States. Sponsors and other supporters
should expect to discuss and defend the document throughout the session.

Structure
UN resolutions follow a common format. Each resolution has three parts: the
heading, the preambular clauses, and the operative clauses. The entire
resolution consists of one long sentence, with commas and semi-colons
throughout, and only one period at the very end. Working papers should be
single-spaced, with each line numbered in the left-hand margin. The first word in
each clause should be italicized.

Preambular Clauses
The purpose of the preambular clause is to supply historical background for the
issue as well as justify the action. Preambular clauses usually begin with a
participle and cite appropriate sections of the UN Charter, past UN resolutions
and precedents of international law relevant to the topic. The preamble should
also specifically refer to factual situations or incidents. Finally, the preamble
may include altruistic appeals to the common sense or humanitarian instincts of
Members with references to the Charter, Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, etc.
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The importance of the preamble depends on the question under consideration.
In some cases, the preamble is merely a formality; it is the operative clauses
that are difficult to agree on. However, the preamble is still critical because it
provides the framework through which the problem is viewed. Remember that
preambular clauses begin with participles, are in italics, and are always
followed by a comma. Some common preambular clause beginnings are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Affirming!
!
Alarmed by! !
Having considered!
Aware of!
!
Believing!
!
Bearing in mind!
Confident! !
Contemplating!
Convinced! !
Declaring! !
Deeply concerned!
Deeply conscious!
Deeply convinced!
Taking note! !
Noting further!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Deeply disturbed!
Deeply regretting!
Observing! !
Emphasizing!!
Expecting! !
Having examined!
Having studied!
Fulfilling!
!
Fully aware! !
Fully alarmed!
Fully believing!
Further deploring!
Further recalling!
Welcoming! !
Seeking!
!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Guided by
Having adopted
Having considered further
Having devoted attention
Realizing
Recalling
Recognizing
Having heard
Having received
Keeping in mind
Noting with regret
Noting with satisfaction
Noting with deep concern
Desiring
Referring

Operative Clauses
The solution in a resolution is presented through a logical progression of
sequentially numbered operative clauses. These clauses may recommend, urge,
condemn, encourage, request certain actions, or state an opinion regarding an
existing situation. Each operative clause calls for a specific action. The action
may be as vague as denunciation of a certain situation or a call for
negotiations, or as specific as a call for a cease-fire or a monetary commitment
for a particular project. It is important to bear in mind that the Security Council
resolutions are binding upon the international community. The power and
authority of this determine what may be included in the operative clause.
Resolutions are seldom complete solutions to a problem; they are usually only
one step in the process of developing a solution. Prior research should have
revealed alternatives that failed. Operative clauses begin with an active,
present tense verb and are followed by a semi-colon, with a period placed after
the final clause. Some common operative clause beginnings are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accepts!
!
!
Authorizes! !
!
Condemns! !
!
Declares accordingly!
Draws attention!
!
Endorses!
!
!
Further proclaims! !
Further requests!
!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Affirms!
!
•
Calls!!
!
•
Confirms!
!
•
Deplores!
!
•
Emphasizes! !
•
Expresses its hope! •
Further recommends!•
Further resolves!
•

Approves
Calls upon
Considers
Designate
Encourages
Further invites
Further reminds
Have resolved
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Introducing International Instruments
UN resolutions are not adopted in a vacuum, but in the context established by
prior international instruments, such as the UN Charter, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, and various international treaties or other
agreements. These instruments establish the political and legal foundations
upon which deliberations can begin. As such, delegates are fully expected to
integrate the relevant documents in position papers and in draft resolutions and
reports.
In order to comply to the above mentioned requirements, please take a close
look at the attached Resolution of the Security Council.

The Process of Debate
Opening Session
See rule 4 and speakers list.

Formal Debate
During formal debate, the committee is in session and attentive. The main
feature of formal debate is the use of the speakers list, which allows individual
members and observers to express their opinions and solutions before the
entire body.

Speakers Lists
A new speakers list is opened at the beginning of discussion on each new topic.
Once the committee moves into substantive debate, the president declares the
speakers list on the topic area to be open (every new speaker has to indicate
his/her request to the Secretary by activating the yellow button of his/her
voting meter). Motions can be made to close the speakers list at any time or the
speakers list can be closed by exhausting the speakers list. If a motion is passed
by simple majority to close the speakers list, a separate motion can be brought
forth to reopen the speakers list by a simple majority. Once the speakers list has
been exhausted, a motion cannot reopen the speakers list.
The speakers list is the main forum of formal debate on the topic area and all
delegates are eligible to speak on any topic. A Member State may address the
committee as many times as it would like, but it must wait until it has spoken
before placing its name back on the speakers list. Once the chair has opened
the speakers list, he or she will ask for the names of those wishing to be placed
on the speakers list.
When a Member State is recognized to speak, that country may speak as long
as it likes, unless the speaker’s time has been set by the committee. Usually, the
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President will recommend that the committee set the speaker’s time. One to two
minutes is generally adequate but delegates are not required to use all of the
allotted time. There is no yielding of excess time to any party. A motion to set
the speaker’s time must specify the time limit, and the motion requires approval
by a simple majority of the committee members present. Motions to set the
speaker’s time may be made at any time during substantive debate.
If the speakers list is exhausted, debate on the agenda topic will be considered
closed, even without a motion to close debate. At that time, the committee will
move directly into voting procedure. The committee will then vote on all draft
resolutions submitted and approved up to that point in time. If there are no
resolutions on the floor, the topic is tabled. All delegates should remain aware
of the status of the speakers list to avoid being caught off guard by premature
or inadvertent exhaustion of the list.

Informal Debate
Formal, substantive debate via the speakers list is an effective tool for
expressing opinions about the topics, but it is not as conducive to formulating
agreement about the topic or to drafting resolutions. Because it is impossible
under SLMUN rules to ask speakers any questions during formal debate, the
only way to actively discuss the issues and draft resolutions is to suspend the
meeting. This suspension of the meeting is often called a caucus. A caucus is
essentially a procedural “time out,” as formal session temporarily ends and the
committee can break down into smaller groups for the purpose of discussing the
topic, drafting resolutions, or debating the merits of various resolutions. When
made, the motion should specify the length of the suspension, and requires a
majority vote to pass.

Informal Caucusing
As previously noted, the majority of successful diplomatic negotiation occurs
within informal caucusing sessions between delegations. While formal debate is
employed specifically for public announcement regarding the policy of
delegations, much of the exchange occurring within informal caucus is off-therecord and designed to inspire negotiation on resolutions or reports. Delegates
should exploit informal caucus sessions to introduce State policy initiatives, as
well as gather the input of other Member States regarding options for
resolutions. Additionally, informal caucusing is employed to remedy contrasting
opinions regarding both broad policy proposals and the specific language of
formal resolutions and reports.

Analyzing Proposed Resolutions
The task of analyzing resolutions involves identifying first the topic, then the
sponsor(s), and finally the intent. Once these have been established, the
resolution can be examined in greater detail for the specific actions proposed.
The tone of the resolution should be noted. A mild, conciliatory resolution would
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call on parties to seek a peaceful settlement to a dispute through negotiations, and
might not make any reference to a specific solution or outcome. A stronger
resolution could take a clear stand by condemning certain actions by a country or
countries, and calling for specific actions to solve the dispute.
Bear in mind that some resolutions are intentionally vague, while other resolutions
are more comprehensive and bring in specific details from many different sources
to guide future actions. Both types can be used to gain widespread support.
The precise wording of the resolution must be examined carefully when you are
debating whether to support it in negotiations and how to vote. The references in
the preamble should be checked; delegates should know if their State opposed a
certain UN resolution or opposes items mentioned in the preamble. If a State’s
policies support the general goal of the resolution, but delegates have reservations
about certain wording in sections of the resolution, they should attempt to seek
changes in the language to make the resolution more acceptable. The basic
objective of the simulation is for students to learn the process of negotiation and
how to reach consensus on the topics before the committee, despite differences of
position.

Amending Proposed Resolutions
An amendment is a clarification or a change in a resolution that incorporates
additional interests or concerns after the resolution has been formally submitted to
a committee. Keep in mind that prior to formal submission of a resolution changes
can be incorporated into the resolution without resorting to the amendment
process if all the sponsors are in agreement. This should be done during caucus
sessions. There are two types of amendments
•!

Friendly: A friendly amendment is proposed by any member of the body
and accepted by the original sponsors of the resolution. It is typically used
to clarify a point. Upon agreement of all the original sponsors, the change
is incorporated into the resolution without a vote of the committee. As all
sponsors must concur for an amendment to be friendly, drafters of a
resolution should carefully consider who they accept as co-sponsors.

•!

Unfriendly: An unfriendly amendment is a modification that can be
proposed by any member of the body, but does not have the support of all
of the sponsors. Unfriendly amendments must be formally submitted to the
President in writing with the number of three signatures. A vote will be
taken on all unfriendly amendments to a resolution immediately prior to
the vote on the entire resolution. It should be noted that the term
'unfriendly' does not mean that such amendments are intended to degrade
or contradict the resolution in anyway. It merely means that the
amendment has not received the support of all of the resolution's sponsors.

Acceptable amendments may add and/or strike words, phrases or full clauses of a
resolution. The addition of new operative clauses is also acceptable. Please note
that only operative clauses can be amended. Preambular clauses cannot be
changed in any way (except to correct spelling, punctuation or grammar)
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following formal submission of the resolution to the floor of the committee.
Corrections in spelling, punctuation, or grammar in the operative clauses are made
automatically as they are brought to the attention of the Secretariat, and do not
need to be submitted as official amendments. All amendments, whether friendly or
unfriendly, must be presented to the Secretariat and approved prior to the onset of
voting procedure. Time permitting, the Secretariat will have amendments
distributed to the committee before voting procedure. Otherwise, the Secretariat
will read the amendment to the committee before the vote.

Rules of Procedure
Rule 1
The Presidency of the Security Council shall be held in turn by the members of the
Security Council in the English alphabetical order of their names. Each President
shall hold office for one calendar month.
Costa Rica holds the presidency during SLMUN in November 2008.
Rule 2
The President shall preside over the meetings of the Security Council and, under the
authority of the Security Council, shall represent it in its capacity as an organ of the
United Nations.
Rule 3
Whenever the President of the Security Council deems that for the proper fulfillment
of the responsibilities of the presidency he or she should not preside over the
Council during the consideration of a particular question with which the member he
represents is directly connected, he or she shall indicate her/ his decision to the
Council. The presidential chair shall then devolve, for the purpose of the
consideration of that question, on the representative of the member next in English
alphabetical order, it being understood that the provisions of this rule shall apply to
the representatives on the Security Council called upon successively to preside.
Rule 4
The President shall call upon representatives in the order in which they signify their
desire to speak.
Rule 5
If a representative raises a point of order, the President shall immediately state his
ruling. If it is challenged, the President shall submit his ruling to the Security Council
for immediate decision and it shall stand unless overruled.
Rule 6
Proposed resolutions, amendments, and substantive motions shall normally be
placed before the representatives in writing.
For purposes of this rule, all “proposals” shall be in the form of working
papers prior to their approval by the Secretary. Working papers will not be
copied, or in any other way distributed, to the Council by the Secretary. The
distribution of such working papers is solely the responsibility of the sponsors
of the working papers. Along these lines, and in furtherance of the philosophy
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and principles of the SLMUN and for the purpose of advancing its educational
mission, representatives should not directly refer to the substance of a working
paper that has not yet been accepted as a draft resolution. After approval of
a working paper, the proposal becomes a draft resolution and will be copied
by the Secretariat for distribution to the Council. These draft resolutions are
the collective property of the Council and, as such, the names of the original
sponsors will be removed. The copying and distribution of amendments is at
the discretion of the Secretariat, but the substance of all such amendments will
be made available to all representatives in some form.
Rule 7
Principal motions and draft resolutions shall have precedence in the order of their
submission. Parts of a motion or of a draft resolution shall be voted on separately
at the request of any representative, unless the original mover objects.
Rule 8
The following motions shall have precedence in the order named over all principal
motions and draft resolutions relative to the subject before the meeting:
1. To suspend the meeting;
2. To adjourn the meeting;
3. To adjourn the meeting to a certain day or hour;
4. To refer any matter to a committee, to the Secretary-General or to a
rapporteur;
5. To postpone discussion of the question to a certain day or indefinitely; or
6. To introduce an amendment.
Any motion for the suspension or for the simple adjournment of the meeting shall
be decided without debate.
Rule 9
It shall not be necessary for any motion or draft resolution proposed by a
representative on the Security Council to be seconded before being put to a vote.
Rule 10
A motion or draft resolution can at any time be withdrawn so long as no vote has
been taken with respect to it.
Rule 11
If two or more amendments to a motion or draft resolution are proposed, the
President shall rule on the order in which they are to be voted upon. Ordinarily, the
Security Council shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed from the
original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest removed until all
amendments have been put to the vote, but when an amendment adds or deletes
from the text of a motion or draft resolution, that amendment shall be voted on first.
Rule 12
Voting in the Security Council shall be in accordance with the relevant Articles of
the Charter and of the Statute of the International Court of Justice (see http://
www.un.org/aboutun/charter/ ).
Rule 13
English shall be the official and working language of the Security Council.
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