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(Post)socialist mountains in the international scientific community 



Eurasians Mountains in Socialism 

Politics and political control  

• mountains often disputed and contested (Caucasus) 

• mountains as buffer zones (Tian Shan, Pamir): military 
border posts  

 

 

 

 



Eurasians Mountains in Socialism 

Economic utilisation and exploitation 

• collectivisation / nationalisation, forced sedentism 

• labour division, hierarchical structures and decisions 

• mining > exploited and polluted landscapes 

• industrialisation (dams: Nurek 300 m; Inguri  272 m, 
Toktogul 215 m) 



Eurasians Mountains in Socialism 

Socialist experiment 

• homo sovieticus 

• deportations, exchange of peoples 

 

http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/x/soviet-

union-passport-13559973.jpg 

http://img.posterlounge.de/images/wbig/david-siml-soviet-union-design-19668.jpg 

Source: Oblast Archive Djalalabad 



Eurasians Mountains in (Post)Socialism 

Politics and political transitions  

• fall of „Iron curtain“ 1989/91, dissolution of SU > new states > increasing 
rivalries, interethnic aversions  

• military conflicts (Chechenia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Ossetia, Tajikistan) 

• materialisation of state borders  > limitation of mobility  

• lack of institutions > lacking control, deficient management 



Eurasians Mountains in (Post)Socialism 

Economic decline and recovery 

• privatisation; dissolution of state/collective farms; de-industrialisation, de-
mechanization, inefficient resource utilisation 

• cutting governmental benefits; mass unemployment, poverty; intensified 
utilisation of local resources; increasing inequalities  

• new external actors; global economic interrelations 

 



Eurasians Mountains in (Post)Socialism 

Societal change 

• insecurity, ideological vacuum, nationalisation 

• stagnation, ageing of the population, emigration / labour migration 

• multiple influences and processes of globalisation 

 

 



Thank you! 


