
 

„Leaving no one behind“:  

Policies to respond to mountain need 
 

Thomas Dax(2), Thomas Streifeneder(1). 

(1) EURAC-Institute for Regional Development and Location Management, Italy 

(2)Federal Institute for Less-Favoured and Mountainous Areas, Austria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

International Mountain Conference, 8 – 12 September 2019, Innsbruck, Austria 



Introduction 
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• Increasing interrelation of spaces, particularly 

relevant for mountains (mountain-lowland flows) 

• Rising challenges in mountain regions 

• On-going need for policy reform 

• Governance and institutional demands  

• Gaps in science – policy – practice interaction 

• Reassessment of local/regional assets and new 

perspectives on “values” of mountain areas 
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ESPON Alps 2050 
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ESPON Alps 2050 
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ESPON Alps 2050 
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ESPON Alps 2050 



Mountain policy specificity 



Alternative policy orientation  



Alternative policy orientation  

Main aspects 

 

- Concern for effectiveness of mountain policy 

- Governance frameworks / institutional development  

- Place specificity 

- Linkages of physical, human and nature processes 

- Divergent perceptions 

- Transformation and transition focus 

- Long-term vision and sustianble development goals 



Concluding remarks 

Mountain Policies: 

- To shift attention from available set of 

policy instruments  

- Towards social needs, 

- Sustainable resource use, 

- Local action in mountains 
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