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Map of Survey Site Locations 

• 80 responses covering  mountainous areas in 40 countries 



Biomes mentioned in research sites 

1. Snow, ice, scarce vegetation or upper alpine 

patches of mats 

2. Alpine mats, lower alpine shrubs 

3. Subalpine meadows, lower coniferous forests 

4. Alto-tropical (páramos, etc) 

5. Alto-oro-desertic (high mountain deserts, 

mountain tundra) 

6. Montane mixed coniferous and deciduous forests 

7. Montane Mediterranean mesophyllous and 

sclerophyllous forests 

8. Montane laural evergreen forests 

9. Montane tropical forests 

10. Low mountain winter-deciduous forests 

11. Mountain steppes (continental)  

 

Most important political challenges 

1- general problems; 

2 - top-down approach, centralization etc.; 

3 - unequal access to resources; 

4 - weak power, poor governance (small capacity to 

solve pressing problems, often - corruption); 

5 - ineffective management, an acute conflict of 

environmental and economic interests; 

6 – balancing economical interests with sustainability 

of natural resources; 

7 - demographic problems (emigration, resettlement, 

etc.); 

8 - lack of participation. 

 



how is the system of governance working overall to support environmental sustainability in 
the research site? 

The Alps  The Caucasus 

most important 

political challenges 

ineffective management, an acute conflict of 

environmental and economic interests; need 

to improve the development models, 

balancing economical interests with 

sustainability of natural resources 

top-down approach, 

centralization (> 80% cases) 

anything being 

done 

yes (50%) The problem is recognized, but 

the process of resolving the 

problem is slow (75%) 

partly (in certain realms) 



ecosystem-analogous &natural 

landscape. 

Similar environmental conditions 

help transfer knowledge during the 

research and understanding of 

natural processes. We can easily 

operate with similar natural terms 

(basically the terminology was 

created in an alpine school), 

although there are difficulties in the 

general classification. 

  

Political landscape 

The situation is different with the 

political landscape, with which 

governance is closely linked. There 

are significant difficulties in using 

concepts due to the wide variety of 

governance situations. 


