Opportunities and Challenges for Sustainable
Governance and Local Development of
Mountain Social-Ecological Systems

<> Preliminary Results of an Online Survey of Mountain
Governance Researchers and Practitioners

<> Conducted by the Mountain Governance Working Group of the
Mountain Research Initiative (MRI):

<> Catherine M. Tucker (U. of Florida, USA) Email: tuckerc@ufl.edu ;
|. Alcdntara-Ayala (U. Autébnoma de México), A. Gunya (Russian
Academy of Sciences), E. Jimenez-Zamora (U. Mayor de San Andrés,
Bolivia), J. Klein (Colorado State U., USA), E. Mwangi (CIFOR-
Kenya), Jun Xu (Sichuan U., China) R

Workshop 3.4.B: Initiatives for Inclusive Local Development in Mountain Regions International Mountain Conference, Innsbriick, Austria, Sept. -13


mailto:tuckerc@ufl.edu

Online Survey
in Brief

80 responses covering
mountainous areas
globally

Map of Survey Site Locations (Courtesy of S. Bigler)

 Major challenges for local governance™ :
— Climate change: 57.6%
— Increasing impacts of hazards on livelihoods: 55.1%
— Large gaps between wealthy and poor: 53.6%
— Poverty: 51.2%
— Changes in water availability: 50.1%

— Other frequently identified major challenges: outmigration, land scarcity,
water quality, uncontrolled tourism, external control of natural resources,
presence of valuable non-renewable resources, top-down decisions excluding
local participation

*multiple answers possible



Local Development & Progress Addressing Governance Challenges

Is anything being done to solve socioeconomic problems? Is anything being done to solve environmental problems?
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Of those that replied to these questions, more reported some progress than none.

What works? Factors in progress vary widely, for example:

* Local village participation, grassroots farmer-led organizations

* Partnerships & collaborations of local groups with NGOs +/or
international actors +/or government +/or public-private initiatives

e Capacity-building; Ex: adoption of best farming practices

Check out and contribute: Living Online Mountain Governance Bibliography
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