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4 years pilot project 

Goal: contribute to the transformation of mountain 
regions through interdisciplinary research 

Focus on Swiss Alps (Vaud and Valais) 

74 researchers from 5 faculties 

9 associated institutions 

4 postdocs 

4 pilot projects 

Outreach 







Key aspects of integrative research 

Motivations: from responding to fundamental research questions to 
solving concrete societal problems.  

Interaction between disciplines: juxtaposition and connection.  

Role of non-academic actors: from beneficiaries to co-producers. 

Challenges: disparity of languages; lower publication output; knowing 
research needs from non-academic actors.  

Success factors: intermediaries; valorisation of interdisciplinary 
experience; being open to the unexpected (serendipity).   


