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Microrefugium = locally suitabale site for the 

vegetation in long-term 

Microrefugial areas = areas (watersheds) with 

suitable sites in close proximity allowing relocations 

when conditions change 

 

Importance for the 

forest management:  

Priority areas for 

conservation and 

restauration 
 



How to model potential microrefugial areas for the 

Andean treeline forests? 

 Topographic heterogeneity as a main driver (also other 

factors such as soil formation and water availability) 



Potentially suitable area II 

Potentially suitable area I 

CONNECTIVITY ? 

= Current site 

Locally (within a watershead) important to consider: 

 

Posibilities for relocations when conditions change? 

 

 The current 

distribution  

 Connectivity 

between the 

current sites and 

potential 

microrefugia 
 


