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DiSCourse Seminar 

The Digital Science Center and the Department of Economics would like to invite 
you to the following talk: 

Marica Valente 
University of Innsbruck 

Quantifying Informal Employment From Irregular Migration Shocks 

Using machine learning methods in a difference-in-differences setting, we quantify the population 
of informal workers generated by an irregular migration shock. We exploit the exogenous 
variation from the Arab Spring wave on southern Italian coasts, and a rich data on Italian 
vineyards. 
We identify informal employment caused by the shock from abnormal increases in reported (vs. 
predicted) labor productivity. We find unexplained increases in labor productivity for farms 
exposed to the shock, which translate into about one undeclared worker every three farms on 
average, or, equivalently, 23,000 workers over 2011-12. We also find that informal employment 
raises farm profits through lower labor costs, though it does not affect sales, grape prices, or 
wages of formal workers. We estimate tax evasion for about 75 million euros due to unpaid labor 
contributions. 

About the speaker 

Marica Valente is Assistant Professor at the Department of Economics of the University of 
Innsbruck. She is an empirical microeconometrician and an environmental economist. She works 
on a variety of microeconomic topics, such as the environment, but also health, labor, conflicts, 
and illegality, using causal inference and machine learning tools. Marica Valente is Associate 
Editor of the Journal of Wine Economics and Frontiers in Climate. She is affiliated with DIW Berlin, 
Department of Energy, Transportation, and Environment, and the Research Institute for the 
Evaluation of Public Policies (IRVAPP FBK). 

Date, Time, Place 

Friday, 27 January, 12:00 (CET), hybrid 

Participants are invited to join the event at the Digital Science Center, Innrain 15, 
Open Space Area (1st floor) or online via Big Blue Button. 

https://www.uibk.ac.at/economics/personal/valente/marica-valente.html.en
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwine-economics.org%2Fjournal%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw0MKKKQPu-RcbmacjvzUypF
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.frontiersin.org%2Fjournals%2Fclimate&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw20w0XWUi8V7hTgKyT0_kxy
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.diw.de%2Fen%2Fdiw_01.c.604205.en%2Fenergy__transportation__environment_department.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3mrd6rbZiFys_Blb1TFrxo
https://irvapp.fbk.eu/
https://irvapp.fbk.eu/
https://webconference.uibk.ac.at/b/car-aab-cxf-o81

