
Papyrus is a water plant Papyrus is a water plant 
which comes from tropical which comes from tropical 
Africa. In ancient times, wild Africa. In ancient times, wild 
papyrus was widely papyrus was widely 
distributed in the valley of distributed in the valley of 
the River Nile. More than the River Nile. More than 
four thousand years ago, the four thousand years ago, the 
Egyptians discovered that Egyptians discovered that 
the stems of this plant could the stems of this plant could 
be made into paper scrolls be made into paper scrolls 
which they named which they named papyruspapyrus, , 
after the plantafter the plant. . 

The preparation of papyrus was complex. First, the core of the stem had to 
be separated and cut into long thin strips. These strips were placed next to 
each other on a smooth board, and washed with water. Another layer of stem 
sections were then placed over them at a right angle/crosswise. The strips 
were squashed down with a press, and then filed, smoothed and left to dry in 
the sun. The papyrus sheets were then built up by gluing two layers together. 
The glue came from the sap from the papyrus. 



Today paper is made by tightly pressing together plant fibres which become interwoven and 
as a result stick together without the need for glue. The material most often used in paper 
production is wood-pulp from suitable tree species, usually trees with soft wood, such as 
spruce or eucalyptus. However, paper can also be made from other plant fibres including 
cotton, flax, hemp and rice.

Used paper can be recycled to make new paper. Most newspapers are made from 
recycled paper. Every tonne of recycled paper saves the lives of approximately 20 
trees.

Many years later, the Chinese discovered a way to produce paper from bamboo.

They also used the glue to stick 
together separate sheets of 
papyrus to make a scroll, 
sometimes as long as 40 metres.

In later times, they stitched 
together the separate sheets - 
inventing books!
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