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MODULE 5 

drawing and making imprints of a tree 
specimen

Time
2 hours 40 min

maTerialS
Notebooks
3 sizes of cardboard 
Leaves
Twigs and needles 
of coniferous trees 
Plasticine 
Sellotape 
Crayons / pastels
Pressing equipment
Photocopies of sheet A6

SkillS
Observation 
Dexterity
Creativity
Group work

keywordS
Deciduous 
Evergreen

CroSS-CurriCular 
aCTiviTy
Art 
PSHE Customs
DT 
Mathematics
ICT

Overview

Children record details about deciduous and evergreen trees through drawing and by making 
a plasticine imprint of a tree.

Aims

To group trees according to characteristic features. 
To investigate and record differences between deciduous and evergreen trees. 

Preparation for the activity

1. Prior to the activity, children collect leaves and press them. (Pressed plant parts are 
known to botanists as herbarium specimens - see Module 1). They should also collect 
twigs and leaf needles from evergreen trees.

�. Take photographs of the tree species from which broad leaves, needle-shaped leaves 
and respective twigs were collected. These should be displayed for the class.

Teaching sequence

�. Work in pairs. One child closes their eyes and their partner gives them a specimen to 
handle. After investigating the specimen the children change places and repeat the exer-
cise.

�. Children report back on the characteristics of specimens they handled and identify them 
from the range of specimens on display. They should give evidence of why they are ma-
king their choice and note this in their science notebooks.

5. Working in small groups, the children are given a collection of broad and needle-shaped 
leaves, cardboard, crayons and plasticine. They are also given photographs of the trees 
(one broad-leaved deciduous tree and one evergreen conifer) from which the leaves were 
collected. 

6. Ask the children to look closely at the photographs of their trees, especially the form of 
the trunk, the position of the branches and broad leaves or needles.

7. The children working with broad, deciduous leaves should draw the trunk of the tree on 
their sheet of cardboard and then shape the crown by arranging the pressed leaves to 
make it look as much like the photograph of the tree as possible.

8. The children working on evergreen conifer trees should make a trunk of plasticine and 
stick the twigs and needles in it to make a model of the tree.

9. Using the sheet A6 (� sheets) encourage the children to discuss their work in small 
groups, fill in the answers and to describe their findings and reasoning.

 

Plants in Art 
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Teachers’ notes

Please note that there is a common misconception that all conifers (i.e. cone-bearing trees and bushes such as juniper, pines 
and firs) are evergreen. They are NOT all evergreen – larch, a common European tree is a conifer and loses its leaves in winter, 
and there are several other examples such as Metasequoia, see Media Gallery Art M5 Metasequoia. 

Similarly - some ‘broad-leaved’ trees are not deciduous but evergreen and do not lose their leaves in winter, e.g. holly. 
In advance of the activity gather photographs of different deciduous and evergreen trees, including those from which deciduous 
leaves (broad) and evergreen leaves (needles) were collected. Produce a short description of the species.  
Press plant leaves (or other plant parts) between sheets of newspaper and label each specimen, see Module 1 for instructions 
on pressing plants. 
To make tree models use plasticine, modelling clay or home made salt dough using a mixture of flour, water and salt. 

Extension activity

The tactile nature of this activity may be particularly suitable for kinesthetic learners and children with special educational needs. 
At the start of the lesson encourage children to split into their own groups to work together on the activity. 
They use geometric shapes to make diagrams of trees, e.g.

 

Evergreen tree
Norwegian Spruce

Triangle

Trapezium

Deciduous tree
Apple tree

Circle

Octagon

Trapezium

Drawing could be done on a computer. 
This module can be used as a continuation of Module 1, the class collage. 

Further information

This website shows a range of trees: http://www.the-tree.org.uk/BritishTrees/TreeGallery/treegallery.htm



Drawing and making imprints of tree specimens

One	of	the	trees	is	different	from	the	others.	Complete	these	sentences.

Describe	the	differences	between	deciduous	and	evergreen	trees.
(You	may	find	the	following	words	useful:	roots,	stem,	leaves,	needles,	season,	leaf	fall,	adap-
tation)

I	think	that	.....................................	is	different,	because

Three	of	the	trees	have	..................................................	leaves.

The	other	one	has	..................................................	leaves.

I	think	that	.....................................	is	different,	because

Three	of	the	trees	have	..................................................	leaves.

The	other	one	has	..................................................	leaves.
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List	any	deciduous	trees	you	know.	

List	any	evergreen	trees	you	know.

In	groups,	discuss	these	questions.

What	other	plants,	besides	trees,	are	found	in	forests?

Give	examples	of	the	ones	you	have	seen.

Use	geometric	shapes	(triangle,	circle,	polygon	(any	number	of	sides),	square,	rectangle,	
rhombus,	trapezium,	kite)	to	draw	a	deciduous	tree	in	one	column	and	an	evergreen	tree	in	
the	second	column.	Colour	the	tree	and	make	a	key	that	explains	which	shapes	you	used.	
This	could	be	an	ICT	exercise.

Deciduous	tree		 Evergreen	tree
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