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INTERREG IIIB-Project, Alpine Space Programme

Status Quo of WP8
Results 

Fourth project meeting in Grenoble on 25th/27th of January 2007

Tappeiner U., Gramm D., Zebisch M., Pecher C., Tasser E., Tappeiner G.  
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Outline

1.Objectives, Methodology: Ulrike

2.(Preliminary) Results:

Questionnaire of mayors: Ulrike, Stefan & Florian

Indicators: Delia, Caroline, Marc

Factor Analysis: Delia

Cluster Analysis: Delia

3.General Discussion
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To identify regions of similar development
under consideration of the relevant driving forces 
and the landscape-factors (= pillars of SD)

by using regionally comparable and periodically adjustable
indicators

under the aspect of differing cultural perceptions of SD

Main objective of WP8
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regional 
development

subjective evaluationof the municipality
primary data: alpine wide survey amongst
political decision makers

objective evaluation of the municipality
secondary data: population census, etc..

Methodology
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• objective evaluation
• subjective evaluation

data pool

objective data subjective data

statistical aggregation

regional development types

municipality

environment

economy

society

WP8 – concept
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environment
(14)

economy
(32)

society
(14)

labour market
economic structure
agriculture and tourism
transport connection

base datatopicpillar

population dynamic
social cohesion
social equity

land use and changes
protected areas
landscape structure

census data 
(for ~ 1990 and 
~ 2000)

national reports

Teleatlas

etc.

Corine Land Cover

EuroBoundaryMap

Teleatlas

etc.

objective data
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environment

society

economy

pillar topic data availability
labour market

economic structure

agriculture and tourism

transport connection

population dynamic

social cohesion

social equity

land use and changes

protected areas

landscape structure

objective data
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subjective data

Alpine wide mayor survey:

- sent to all 5887 municipalities
within the Alpine space

- via e-mail, fax and post
- contents: evaluation of 24 aspects of 
sustainability regarding

importance and development status
of the respective municipalityenvironment

economy

society
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design of the web questionnaire
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design of the web questionnaire

Part A:
Status of the municipality regarding various aspects of 
sustainability

Part B:
Importance of aspects of sustainability in local policy

Part C:
Instruments 



6

11Institute for Alpine Environment

design of the web questionnaire
Economy

Society

Env ironment
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330 of 1147

240 of 878

103 of 285

227 of 1749

394 of 1756

4 of 11

27 of 61

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Austria

Switzerland

Germany

France

Italy

Liechtenstein

Slovenia

response rate

n=1325

Alpine average: 22.5%
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response rate
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response rate:    municipality size
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Selected results: Part A / B

16Institute for Alpine Environment0,75 1,00 1,25 1,50 1,75 2,00 2,25 2,50 2,75 3,00 3,25 3,50 3,75 4,00 4,25 4,50 Alpine bow

Participation of population in local politics

Tolerance towards strangers and minorities

Climate for discussion

Degree of innovation

Well-balanced age structure of population

Connection to supraregional transport network

Scope of entrepreneurial activities

Well-balanced economic structure

Job situation for women

Quality of jobs

Job situation

Existance of semi-natural areas

Offer of cultural activities

Offer of sport and leisure facilities

Offer of training and education activities

Chances for women to combine job and family

Participation of women in local politics

Human pressure on landscapes and habitats

Areal consumption for constructions (settlement and traffic)

Quality of ground and surface water

Waste separation

Protection measures against negative effects of traffic

Application of energy-saving measures

Alpine averages in comparison: 
estimation of development status per municipality

water quality

semi natural area

economic structure

working possibilities 
for women

quality of 
workplaces

1…excellent
2…very good
3…good
4…insufficient
5…very bad
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0,75 1,00 1,25 1,50 1,75 2,00 2,25 2,50 2,75 3,00 3,25 3,50 Alpine bow

Participation of population in local politics

Tolerance towards strangers and minorities

Climate for discussion

Degree of innovation

Well-balanced age structure of population

Connection to supraregional transport network

Scope of entrepreneurial activities

Well-balanced economic structure

Job situation for women

Quality of jobs

Job situation

Existance of semi-natural areas

Offer of cultural activities

Offer of sport and leisure facilities

Offer of training and education activities

Chances for women to combine job and family

Participation of women in local politics

Human pressure on landscapes and habitats

Areal consumption for constructions (settlement and traffic)

Quality of ground and surface water

Waste separation

Protection measures against negative effects of traffic

Application of energy-saving measures

Alpine averages in comparison: 
importance for political work

transportation
infrastructureparticipation in 

municipal
development

water qualitysettlement and 
transportation
area

1…extraordinary important
2…very important
3…important
4…less important
5…not important
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are there national differences?



10

19Institute for Alpine Environment

aggregation by data reduction

preliminary results of a factor analysis

4 factors for the development status: 

- economy

- socio-political system

- culture and leisure

- environment

explained variance: 50.2%

economy

society

environment
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aggregation by data reduction

environment

economy

society

preliminary results of a factor analysis

3 factors for the importance: 

- economy

- society

- environment

explained variance: 58%
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654321environment

136243culture and leisure

463152socio-political
system

546132economy

SLOITFRDECHATsustainability sector

ranking national evaluations regarding the development status of 
municipalities

comparison of all Alpine countries

5

651
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124365environment

625341society

146352economy

SLOITFRDECHATsustainability sector

ranking national evaluations regarding the importance for political
work

comparison of all Alpine countries with each other

1

1

1

5 2



12

23Institute for Alpine Environment

next steps

• quantification of the difference between
measured indicators and the mayors‘ perception

• identification of the variables determining the 
revealed preferences of mayors

meeting Grenoble  25.-27. 1.2007

Co-funded by:

DIAMONT DIAMONT 
Questionnaire of mayors Questionnaire of mayors 

Part C Instruments Part C Instruments 




